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PLS 331 Spring 2018	
Fridays, 12:00-14:50 p.m. Rm. 8.319
Prof. Caress Schenk
Office: 8.417, Office phone: x5918, Email: cschenk@nu.edu.kz
Office Hours: Tuesday 12:45-14:45, Friday 10:00-12:00, 15:00-16:00, by appointment only. Office hours are subject to change, so please always make an appointment before coming to my office. 

This course considers the theories of group identity and group rights in the political context of the nation-state in order to address policy choices governments make to implement certain theoretical perspectives.  It is not an examination of identity per se, but rather a survey of how governments address issues related to group identities. It also delves into various aspects of identity conflict, making a special highlight on current trends of populism. Toward this goal, we will consider both liberal and non-liberal approaches to addressing multiethnic populations and assess the successes and breakdowns of governance in a number of cases.  This course will apply core concepts of comparative politics (i.e. state capacity, national identity, state-society relations, models of the welfare state, state management of economies) to the policy area of nationalism. 

Students are required to: 
· Attend and participate in all class sessions 
· Read all course material
· Put forward your best effort on all class-related activities and engage the material, the instructor and colleagues with an open mind

Course learning objectives:
· Students will know the foundational literature in the study of nationalism 
· Students will be able to synthesize arguments within the study of nationalism
· Students will be able to listen to and be tolerant of different ideas
Final Grades will be comprised of: 
Film response				10%
Class participation 			10% 
Seminar presentations 			20%
Current events presentation		10%
Concept papers				30%
Final exam				20%

Grading scale 
	A
	95-100
	Excellent, exceeds the highest standards in the assignment or course

	A-
	90-94.9
	Excellent; meets the highest standards for the assignment or course

	B+
	85-89.9
	Very good; meets high standards for the assignment or course

	B
	80-84.9
	Good; meets most of the standards for the assignment or course

	B-
	75-79.9
	More than adequate; shows some reasonable command of the material

	C+
	70-74.9
	Acceptable; meets basic standards for the assignment or course

	C
	65-69.9
	Acceptable; meets some of the basic standards for the assignment or course

	C-
	60-64.9
	Acceptable, while falling short of meeting basic standards in several ways

	D+
	55-59.9
	Minimally acceptable

	D
	50-54.9
	Minimally acceptable; lowest passing

	F
	0-49.9
	Did not satisfy the basic requirements of the course



Attendance at each class meeting is required and unexcused absences will count against your participation grade.  You will not succeed in this course if you are absent. I reserve the right to garnish your grade by a full letter (i.e. you will not be able to earn more than a B in the course) for the first absence and issue an F for the entire course after the second absence. If you are more than 15 minutes late, or miss any 15-minute period during a class period, you may be counted absent for the day. Please do not wander in and out of the classroom during seminar, it is extremely disrespectful and disruptive if you leave class.

The required reading for this course can be found in the textbooks, on Moodle or in a shared folder. 
· Ethnicity (Oxford Readers) by John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith (henceforth labeled ETHNICITY)
· Nationalism (Oxford Readers) by John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith (henceforth labeled NATIONALISM)
· Additional readings will be placed on Moodle, sent via email, or placed in a shared folder.

You will be required to do a film response the first week of class.  Watch the film on your own and upload your 1-page response to Moodle. Your paper is not a summary of the film, but rather a reflection on the ideas and relationships of ethnic and national identity presented, addressing questions such as how do the characters express their ethnic identity, how does ethnicity complicate relationships, how does ethnicity and national identity become political?

Learning through participation is a key goal for this course. This course will be discussion-driven, so you need to come to class prepared to interact and reflect on the things you have read. You must prepare to discuss each reading. In class, you will be expected to have a copy of the reading with you that you can refer to. You need to refer to specific page numbers. You need to know the name of each author so you can refer to them as you go. The participation grade includes attendance, being involved in class discussions based on the readings and lectures, and being an active participant in all class activities. An A for participation requires: regular attendance and contribution to the learning environment of the course by asking thoughtful questions (in response to readings, lectures and class discussions), offering comments on course material that show insightful reflection, analysis of material and synthesis of concepts, demonstrating an ability to link theory to cases and current events, etc. To receive a B for participation, students must: attend regularly and show a mastery of assigned readings. A participation grade of C will be assigned for regular attendance without the above-stated contributions to class discussions. Students will receive a D for participation for excessive absences regardless of the quality of contributions to class discussions.

Twice during the semester, students will present the readings for the day in a group (3-4 students) seminar presentation of 20-40 minutes.  Your presentations should be organized by themes and topics, and not reading-by-reading (i.e. a failing presentation will be one where each group member selects a single reading to present). Your presentations should accomplish several purposes: drawing out common themes among the readings and demonstrating how the readings contribute to the day’s topic, address questions posed in the syllabus, highlight the range of opinions and ideas presented in the readings, making connections between the week’s readings and previous weeks’ readings (i.e. compare/contrast ideas from various weeks), highlighting interesting aspects of the readings (i.e. contending perspectives, issues left unaddressed, etc.), etc. Of course, you will not be able to present every aspect of every reading, nor will you be able to address every question/purpose I’ve listed above. You will need to make strategic choices about what is most important. On the days you are to present the readings, you may find that you need to do some background research (i.e. reading additional articles, defining key terms, etc.) in order to give a competent presentation. At the end of the presentation, groups should pose questions for discussion based on the ideas presented.

Also once during the semester, students will present a current events perspective of the topic of the day. The presentation should focus on one (or a set of) recent (in the past year) events that demonstrates how the theoretical concepts do or don’t work in practice (general suggestions for directions you may go with your presentations are given in the syllabus, though you are free to choose your own topics as well). Your event should be a concrete event that is discussed widely in the media. While the presentations should not summarize the readings from the syllabus, they should refer to key concepts from the readings. You should also bring in some of your own sources (i.e. presentations based only on syllabus sources will fail). The goal of the presentation is to bring together theory and practice. You should clearly outline the important points about the event you are discussing, then draw parallels to the theoretical concepts presented in the readings. Presentations should be 10-15 minutes.

You will write three concept papers during the semester, each of which will analyze a key concept from one of the units in the course (each paper must address a different unit). There are a number of concepts suggested throughout the syllabus, though you may choose another key idea based on any of the topics we discuss as long as you clear it with me first. Papers should be 1,000 words and should give an overview of the concept that begins with (but is not limited to) the course readings and class discussions. You should include all syllabus readings, including the “further readings”, plus additional research, highlighting various schools of thought on the topic (i.e. a mini literature review) and analyzing the utility of the concept (i.e. what does it help us understand about political management/governance of identity issues). Papers are due in weeks 4, 8 and 12.

The final exam will cover key concepts, be in essay format, and will be comprehensive.

Class policies
· You should follow all instructions specified in the syllabus. 
· No cell phones whatsoever. If you bring a laptop to class it must be used strictly for class purposes (taking notes and accessing readings). I reserve the right to garnish your final course grade 5% for violations.
· All assignments should be submitted on Moodle unless otherwise specified. Assignments submitted via email will not be accepted. Keep in mind that when you submit assignments to Moodle, you should not wait until the last minute because the system sometimes gets overloaded. 
· All written assignments must use Times New Roman font, size 12, single-spaced. Margins must be 1 inch.  All citations must adhere to the American Political Science Association Style Manual (http://www.apsanet.org/files/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf).  
· While you are welcome to email anytime about any issue you may be having in the class, please use proper email etiquette. Do not start your email “Hey Dr. Schenk,” or “Hey” or “Professor” or “Mrs. Schenk” or without a salutation. Instead, “Dear Dr. Schenk,” or “Dear Professor Schenk,” should be used for initial contact. I will not answer emails that use an improper salutation.
· I will also not answer emails that can be answered by looking at the syllabus.
· Late assignments turned in more than 5 minutes late on the due date will receive half credit. Assignments turned in past the due date will receive no credit.
· There will be no make-ups for quizzes or in class assignments. 
· Tests may only be made up if prior arrangements have been made.
· There will be no extra credit offered for this class. 
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated including self-plagiarism (submitting the same assignment to multiple courses/professors). Any plagiarism will result in an automatic zero for the assignment and will be reported to the dean to be placed on your permanent record. Violations could result in an F for the course. 
· Cheating will not be tolerated. Any behavior that even hints of cheating will be reported to the school disciplinary committee and will result in an automatic F for the assignment and/or course. 
· Office hours are listed at the beginning of the syllabus. I cannot guarantee that I will be in my office outside posted office hours. If you need to meet with me at a different time, send me an email and I will be glad to make arrangements with you. (What this really means: DO NOT complain to me that you were looking for me but I wasn’t in my office if you are looking for me at a time outside my office hours!)
· I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus as needed, including adding and subtracting assignments and changing due dates. I will notify you in class or via email about changes (this means you are responsible for checking your email and for being in class to hear about changes).

Course Outline

UNIT 1: Introduction and Theory
Week One (12 January): Course Introduction 
· http://blogs.villagevoice.com/music/2014/08/ask_andrew_wk_right_wing_dad.php
		Film: 
Choose one of the following films and write a 1-page response, reflecting on the ideas and relationships of ethnic and national identity presented: Hotel Rwanda (2004), No Man’s Land (2001: this film takes place in the former Yugoslavia), The Human Stain, Gran Torino, Prisoner of the Mountain (Кавказкий пленник, 1996), A Day Without a Mexican (all of these are available online through various websites including Vkontakte). Consider questions such as the following: how do the characters express their ethnic identity, how does ethnicity complicate relationships, how does ethnicity and national identity become political?

Your response is due via Moodle by 23:59 Sunday, 14 January. 

Week Two (19 January):  Theories and definitions of Ethnicity, Nation, and Nationalism. Concepts: nation, ethnic group, primordialism, constructivism. Questions: what is the difference between a nation and ethnic group? How are these groups formed? What is their relationship to territory? How does rational choice come into studies of identity?
· Hale, Henry E. 2004. "Explaining Ethnicity." Comparative Political Studies 37 (4):458‐485 (MOODLE)
· Smith, Anthony D. “Culture, Community and Territory: The Politics of Ethnicity and Nationalism” International Affairs 72 (3): 445-458 (MOODLE)
· Selection 1 (Renan) (NATIONALISM)
· For further reading: 
· Introduction (pp. 3-16) (ETHNICITY), selections 3 (Nash), 5-16 (Weber, Geertz, Eller and Coughlan, Grosby, van den Berghe, Fishman, Connor, Barth, Cohen, Brass, Hechter, Banton) (ETHNICITY). 
· Introductions (pp. 3-15, 15-17, 47-49), selections 2-3, 6-9, 12-14 and 16-17 (Stalin, Weber, Giddens, Connor, Kedourie, Gellner, Hobsbawm, Brass, Anderson, Breuilly and Smith) (NATIONALISM).

Week Three (26 January): Populism, ideas, realities, and playing the ethnic/national card. Concepts: political discourse, right-wing, populism. Questions: How does populism relate to nationalism and ethnicity? Why are identities so “useful” in the political discourse?
· Wodak, Ruth. 2015. The politics of fear: what right-wing populist discourses mean. Sage. (MOODLE)
· Betz, Hans George. 2004. Exclusionary Populism in Western Europe in the 1990s and Beyond. United Nations Research Institute for Social Development. (MOODLE)
· http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2016/12/economist-explains-18
· Further reading:
· Mudde, Cas. 2007. Populist radical right parties in Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Introduction and Chapter 3 (MOODLE)
· http://www.nature.com/news/simply-studying-populism-is-no-longer-enough-1.21145 
· https://www.opendemocracy.net/david-ridley/john-dewey-s-intelligent-populism-beyond-brexit-trump-and-post-truth 
· http://www.decodedc.com/trumpism-nationalism-not-populism/
· Current events presentation ideas: populism profiles of current world leaders

UNIT 2: Multiethnic Democracies and Multiculturalism
Week Four (2 February): Multicultural Models (Canada, Australia, and Europe). Concepts: pillarization, integration, assimilation, cultural difference, civic state. Questions: How do different policies demonstrate states’ commitments to multiculturalism?   
· Selection 58 (Breton) and 60 (Castles et al.) (ETHNICITY)
· Aly “Multiculturalism, Assimilation and the Politics of Terrorism” (MOODLE)
· Winter “Trajectories of Multiculturalism in Germany, the Netherlands and Canada” (MOODLE)
· Look at MIPEX.eu
· Further reading:
· pp. 7-21 in “The Current State of Multiculturalism in Canada” (MOODLE) 
· Inglis “Multiculturalism: New Policy Responses to Diversity” (MOODLE)
· http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/08/neocolonialism-multiculturalism-s-2014898239712276.html 
· Current events presentation ideas: immigration policies/models as illustrations of multiculturalism

Concept paper #1 due, 3 February 23:59.

Week Five (9 February): The crisis of Multiculturalism in Europe. Concepts: liberalism, secularism, republicanism (France), laicite (France). Questions: How does multiculturalism embody liberalism? Can a state be liberal without being multicultural? Is France a civic or ethnic state?
· Selections 28 (Brubaker) and 39 (Rex) (ETHNICITY)
· Weil “Why Laicite is Liberal” (MOODLE)
· Feteke “Understanding the European-wide assault on multiculturalism” (MOODLE)
· Further reading:
· pp. 7-14 in Åberg “The retreat of multiculturalism –an exaggerated and misleading narrative?” 
· pp. 6-13 in Escafre-Dublet et al. “A European Approach to Multicultural Citizenship: Legal, Political and Educational Challenges” (MOODLE)
· Selection 63 (Hutchinson) (ETHNICITY)
· Current events presentation ideas: the burkini debate and issues related to Islam in Europe, terrorism and immigration, BREXIT, electoral success of far-right leaders
Week Six (16 February): America’s Melting Pot? Concepts: assimilation, affirmative action (positive discrimination), civic nation/identity, race. Questions: What is the difference between race and ethnicity? What type of model is the melting pot? How are the US and France similar/different?
· Selection 22 (Glazer) (ETHNICITY)
· Brubaker “Return of Assimilation” (MOODLE)
· https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/americas-melting-pot-is-under-assault--from-the-left-as-much-as-the-right/2016/09/05/c58ce62a-73a0-11e6-8149-b8d05321db62_story.html?utm_term=.cdabee6e2197 
· http://www.huffingtonpost.com/keith-gaddie/the-american-nation-probl_b_8733102.html  
· Further reading:
· Huntington “The Hispanic Challenge” (MOODLE)
· http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/17/opinion/sunday/does-affirmative-action-do-what-it-should.html
· Current events presentation ideas: racism in police shootings, building a wall (between Mexico and the US), Trump’s immigration ban

UNIT 3: Building National Identity (Grand Strategies and Concrete Policies) 
Week Seven (23 February): Constructing and Renegotiating Identity in and after the Soviet Union. Concepts: ethno-federalism, titular nation, Eurasianism. Questions: How have identity politics changed since the fall of the Soviet Union? Which governance methods are most effective?
· Slezkine “The USSR as a Communal Apartment” (MOODLE) 
· chapter 7 of Smith et al. Nation-building in the Post Soviet Borderlands (MOODLE)
· chapter 8 of Tolz Inventing the Nation (MOODLE)  
· Further reading: 
· https://books.google.com/books?id=V9nRCQAAQBAJ&pg=PA1&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=3#v=onepage&q&f=false Intro chapter
· Laruelle, “The Notion of Eurasia: A Spatial, Historical and Political Construct” in Questioning Post-Soviet (MOODLE)
· Ram, “Imagining Eurasia” (MOODLE)
· Current events presentation ideas: Eurasian Economic Union as an identity project, holiday celebrations

Week Eight (2 March): Changing Policies and Politics of Language. Concepts: titular language, state/official language, language policy. Questions: Is language a marker of ethnic identity? Can language be neutral (i.e. civic)? Should states determine what languages people speak?
· Laitin “Nationalism and language: a post-Soviet perspective” (MOODLE)
· Robichaud and De Schutter, “Language is just a tool!” (MOODLE)
· Wright, “Language policy, the nation, and nationalism” (MOODLE)
· Further reading:
· Dave “Shrinking Reach of the State” (MOODLE)
· “Language Rich Europe” (MOODLE)
· Kulyk “Language identity, linguistic diversity and political cleavages” (MOODLE)
· Current events presentation ideas: Kazakhstan’s Latinization of the Kazakh language, Ukraine’s battle over Russian vs. Ukrainian

Concept paper #2 due, 3 March 23:59.

Week Nine (9 March): Immigration and Citizenship. Concepts: citizenship (jus soli, jus sanguinis), integration, naturalization. Questions: When does an immigrant become a citizen? Why should states regulate who enters the country and who can belong?
· Skrentny, et al. “Deﬁning Nations in Asia and Europe” (MOODLE)
· Ruhs, “The Price of Rights” Chapter 4 (MOODLE)
· Vink and Bauböck, “Citizenship Configurations” (MOODLE)
· Further reading:
· Bonnenfant “Constructing the homeland” (MOODLE)
· Peberdy “Imagining Immigration” (MOODLE)
· Goodman, “Fortifying Citizenship” (MOODLE)
· Current events presentation ideas: immigration issues/controversies, social reception of immigrants

Week Ten (16 March): The Refugee Crisis and anti-immigrant populism. Concepts: asylum, refugee status, Dublin agreement. Questions: Do states have an obligation to accept refugees? Why would they accept refugees? How do states deal with anti-immigrant publics?
· Lynn and Lea, “A Phantom Menace and the New Apartheid” (MOODLE)
· Ferro-Rodriguez, “Paris, Berlin, Ankara: A Deal Driven by Populism” (MOODLE)
· http://rbth.com/politics_and_society/2017/03/13/should-muscovites-fear-muslims_718753
· Further reading: 
· Boreus, “Including or Excluding Immigrants” (MOODLE)
· Welch and Schuster, “Detention of Asylum Seekers” (MOODLE)
· Gale, “The refugee crisis and fear” (MOODLE)
· Current events presentation ideas: terrorist attacks, electoral success of far-right leaders

[bookmark: _Hlk502333174]Spring Break: March 19-23

UNIT 4: Ethnic Conflict and Post-conflict Reconstruction 
Week Eleven (30 March): Ethnic (?) Conflict in Ukraine. Concepts: separatism, partition. Questions: Is the conflict in Ukraine ethnic in nature? How do political alliances become ethnic? How does war/conflict change ethnic relations? What causes latent conflict to become violent?
· Mearsheimer “Why the Ukraine Crisis is the West’s Fault” (MOODLE)
· http://www.ponarseurasia.org/node/8051
· http://www.ponarseurasia.org/article/part-1-commentary-changing-ukrainian-society
· http://www.ponarseurasia.org/article/part-2-commentary-changing-ukrainian-society
· Expert panel on crisis in Ukraine
· https://www.danyliwseminar.com/oleksandr-melnyk 
· https://www.danyliwseminar.com/#!lucan-way/c20zx 
· https://www.danyliwseminar.com/#!jesse-driscoll/c1flz 
· Further reading:
· Knott “Quasi-Citizenship (MOODLE)
· [bookmark: _Hlk503351006]Current events presentation ideas: latest conflict developments

Week Twelve (6 April): Mobilizing, resolving and preventing ethnic conflicts. Concepts: ethnic conflict, genocide, ethnic cleansing, independence movements. Questions: Why does ethnic conflict occur? How can ethnic conflict be resolved?
· “Is Ethnic Conflict Inevitable” 3 parts (MOODLE)
· Kaufmann “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars” (MOODLE) 
· Selections 42 (Horowitz) and 43 (Mayall) (NATIONALISM)
· Current events presentation ideas: current conflict in Myanmar, Scottish independence, secessionism in Spain

Concept paper #3 due, 6 April 23:59.

UNIT 5: Returning to Theory and Course Conclusions
Week Thirteen (13 April): Civic v. Ethnic. Questions: Where can we draw the line between civic and ethnic? What are different ways to conceptualize the relationship between civic and ethnic? 	
· Shulman “Challenging the Civic/Ethnic and West/East Dichotomies in the Study of Nationalism” (MOODLE)
· Selection 24 (Kohn) (NATIONALISM)
· Kuzio “Myth of the Civic State” (MOODLE)
· Further reading:
· Shevel “Russian Nation-building from Yel'tsin to Medvedev: Ethnic, Civic or Purposefully Ambiguous?” (MOODLE)
· [bookmark: _Hlk503352169]Current events presentation ideas: expressions of patriotism vs. loyalty vs. nationalism (e.g. sports and similar international competitions, patriotic celebrations)

[bookmark: _Hlk503352914]Week Fourteen (20 April): Multiculturalism revisited and prospects for postnationalism. Concepts: cosmopolitanism, global citizenship Questions: What is the most relevant level to attach our identity to (local, state, regional, global)? Is national attachment still relevant in a globalized world?
· Kymlicka “Multiculturalism: Success, Failure, and the Future” (MOODLE)
· Deets “Liberal Pluralism” (Moodle)
· Sassen “Towards Post-National and Denationalized Citizenship” (MOODLE)
· Further reading:
· Tishkov (Intro, Chapters 1 and 4) “Democratic Institutions in Polyethnic Societies” (MOODLE)
· Wimmer and Glick Schiller “Methodological Nationalism” (MOODLE)
· Croucher “Perpetual Imagining” (MOODLE) 
· Current events presentation ideas: European citizenship, the end of the EU (?)

		

