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Spring 2018


Professor: Hélène Thibault
Room 8.305
Schedule: Monday-Wednesday-Friday 17h-17h50
Office number: 8.507A
Office hours: Tuesday 13h30-15h30 or by appointment
Email: helene.thibault@nu.edu.kz


COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course will introduce students to the key concepts and theories useful to understand the current understanding of the place of Islam in the society and in politics in Eurasia. The course will highlight the difficulties and scholarly controversies associated with the study of religion, and of Islam in particular. We will also examine the challenges associated with the study of Islam in a post-Communist context, and in particular, the legacy of atheism in the understanding of the role of the state and religion in public life. Islam will be viewed in light of its relationships with gender issues, state-building, nationalism and political opposition. Themes will also include issues such as religious revival, radicalization and violent extremism. This course aims to understand the development of Islam and its relations to the political in the Eurasian context and students will be familiarized with the specific politico-religious situation in the Balkans, Turkey, the Caucasus, and Central Asia. At the end of the class, students will be able to make a critical judgment on the ideologies, trends and actors that are associated with Islam in Eurasia. 

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Participation 5%
Students are expected to actively participate in class during lectures. Grades will be given based on attendance, active participation and demonstration that students have read the texts and can apply concepts and theories to the topic under discussion. Students are also expected to actively take part in the weekly class discussions based on the other students’ newswires. These discussions will take place every Friday.

Attendance 5%
Class attendance is necessary to successfully complete this course. The professor will take attendance at the beginning of every class. Attendance points are calculated automatically in Moodle and unjustified absences and tardiness will lower your grade. Three late check-ins will result in an absence. However, I reserve the right to take away the entire 5% if you miss more than 3 classes (the equivalent of 9 lectures). 

Newswire 3x5%
The purpose of this component is to create a habit of keeping abreast of Eurasian politics, make links between the course content and religious and political development and improve their capacity to be reflective and situate individual events within larger trends, debates, and scholarly issues. These entries will be used to feed class discussions. The class will be divided into 6 groups and each week, at least one student from each group will present his/her Newswire. Each student will present three Newswires in the course of the semester and due dates for each student will be determined during the first week. Additional material detailing the requirements for this exercise will be posted on Moodle.

Research outline 10%
Students will write their paper in teams of two that will be formed early in the semester. In anticipation of the final paper, students will provide a research outline of approximately 1500-2000 words. The outline should introduce the topic of the research, the research question, the theoretical perspective, the main concepts that will be used, and the tentative plan. The bibliography should include a minimum of 10 academic sources (peer-reviewed journals and books). In accordance to the theme of this class, the research should focus on a case that involves Islam and politics in the Eurasian region. Students are strongly encouraged to discuss their choice of topic with the professor.
Due date: February 16, 5pm.	

Mid-term exam 20%
The exam will be based on class lectures and assigned readings. It will combine multiple-choice questions as well as short essays.

Quiz 10%
The quiz will focus exclusively on the class readings and will assess your capacity to review, summarize and compare the different approaches and arguments viewed in class.

Final paper 25%	
The purpose of this assignment is to provide an in-depth analysis of a particular issue that touches on the relationship between Islam and politics in the Eurasian region. Students should situate their analysis in a theoretical perspective with the help of the class’ readings and of the broader political science literature. The paper should have between 3500-4000 words. 

Poster presentation 10%
Students will present their work during a “poster presentation” in the last week of the semester. The idea of the poster presentations is to make a poster with collages, photos, tables, diagrams, etc. which aims to graph and form schematic search results. It is a great way to learn to organize your thoughts and schematically share your findings and conclusions. The poster presentation is just as rigorous as any other presentations but the exercise is more informal and less intimidating. It allows students to become familiar with this style of presentation that is common in many academic conferences.



Components of final mark

	Evaluation Format
	Weight
	Date

	Participation
	5%
	Ongoing

	Attendance
	5%
	Ongoing 

	Newswire
	3x5%
	Ongoing

	Research outline
	10%
	February 23

	Mid-term exam
	20%
	March 7-9

	Quiz
	10%
	April 6

	Poster presentation
	10%
	April 16-18-20 

	Final paper
	25%
	April 30


GRADING

	A
	95-100
	Excellent, exceeds the highest standards in the assignment or course.

	A-
	90-94.9
	Excellent, meets the highest standards in the assignment or course.

	B+
	85-89.9
	Very good, meets the highest standards in the assignment or course.

	B
	80-84.9
	Good, meets most of the standards in the assignment or course.

	B-
	75-79.9
	More than adequate, shows some reasonable command of the material.

	C+
	70-74.9
	Acceptable, meets basic standards for the assignment or course.

	C
	65-69.9
	Acceptable, meets some of the basic standards for the assignment or course.

	C-
	60-64.9
	Acceptable, while failing short of meeting basic standards for the assignment or course in several ways.

	D+
	55-59.9
	Minimally acceptable.

	D
	50-54.9
	Minimally acceptable, lowest passing.

	F
	0-49.9
	Did not satisfy the basic requirements of the course.





CLASS POLICIES

Cell phones
The use of cell phones in class is strictly forbidden. It can be very disruptive for you and your classmates and I reserve the right to withdraw one point from your final grade every time I see you use your cell phone. Laptops and pads can be used ONLY to take notes.

Language quality
You will also be judged on your writing abilities. I understand that English is not your first language but it is your responsibility to take the appropriate measures to avoid mistakes. You could be penalized to up to 5%, to the professor’s discretion. 

Late submissions
Late submissions will be penalized. Each day of late submission will result in a penalty of 10% (weekends not excluded). This also applies to assignments sent by email, and in this case, the time of receipt of the email by the recipient is guarantor of the time of delivery. Exceptions are made only for illness or other serious situations deemed as such by the professor. All absences from exams and all late submissions due to illness should be supported by a medical certificate. 


Beware of Academic Fraud!
Academic fraud is an act committed by a student to distort the marking of assignments, tests, examinations, and other forms of academic evaluation. Academic fraud is neither accepted nor tolerated by the University. Academic fraud in this class will result in an automatic failure for the assignment and anyone found guilty of academic fraud will be reported to the Faculty and is liable to other severe academic sanctions.
In recent years, the development of the Internet has made it much easier to identify academic plagiarism. The tools available to your professors allow them to trace the exact origin of a text on the Web, using just a few words. 

Here are a few examples of academic fraud:
- presenting an author’s argument or ideas as your own without quoting him or her; 
- engaging in any form of plagiarism or cheating; 
- presenting falsified research data; 
- handing in an assignment that was not authored, in whole or in part, by the student; 
- submitting the same assignment in more than one course.


*The information contained in the course syllabus may 
change throughout the semester.*


COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1 	Introduction to the class and presentation of the syllabus
January 8 – 14
Presentation of the syllabus
	Is Islamism a threat? A debate. Middle East Quarterly. December 1999 http://www.meforum.org/447/isislamismathreat


Week 2	 The study of Islam and politics
January 15 – 21
* Krämer, Gudrun. 2011. “Visions of an Islamic Republic: Good governance according to the Islamists. In Political Islam: A critical reader, New York: Routledge; 85-94.
* Fuller, Graham E. 2011. “The future of political Islam: Its dilemmas and options”. In Political Islam: A critical reader, New York: Routledge; 413-421. Moodle.
* Roy, Olivier. 2013. “There will be no Islamist revolution”, Journal of Democracy 24 (1); 14-19.
	* Fradkin, Hillel. 2013. “Arab democracy or Islamist revolution?”, Journal of Democracy 24 (1); 5-13.	



Week 3 	Labelling Islam
January 22 – 28
* Denoeux, Guylain. 2011. “The forgotten swamp: Navigating political Islam.” In Political Islam: A critical reader, New York: Routledge; 55-79. Moodle.
* Bin Ali, Mohamed and Muhammad Saiful Alam Shah Bin Sudiman. 2016. “Salafis and Wahhabis: Two Sides of the Same Coin?”. RSIS Commentary N. 254.
	* Knysh, Alexander. 2004. “A Clear and Present Danger: “Wahhabism” as a Rhetorical Foil”, Die Welt des Islams, 44(1); 3-26.



Week 4 	Islam and radicalization
January 29 – February 4 
		* Heathershaw, John and David W. Montgomery. 2015. ‘The Myth of Post-Soviet Muslim Radicalization in the Central Asian Republics’. Chatam House. https://www.chathamhouse.org//node/16207.
* Sedgwick, Mark. 2010. “The Concept of Radicalization as a Source of Confusion”. Terrorism and Political Violence 22(4); 479-494. 
* McGlinchey, Eric. 2005. “Autocrats, Islamists, and the rise of radicalism in Central Asia”, Current History 104 (684); 336-342.
	Zaretsky, Robert. 2016. “Radicalized Islam, or Islamicized radicalism?, The Chronicle of Higher Education, May 27, 62 (37), p. B15. Moodle.


Week 5 	Islam and terrorism
February 5 – 11 
* Piazza, James A. 2009. “Is Islamist Terrorism More Dangerous?: An Empirical Study of Group Ideology, Organization, and Goal Structure”, Terrorism and Political Violence, 21(1); 62-88.
	* C. Christine Fair, Jacob S. Goldstein & Ali Hamza. 2017. “Can Knowledge of Islam Explain Lack of Support for Terrorism? Evidence from Pakistan” Studies, Conflict & Terrorism 40(4); 339-355.


Week 6 	 Islam, gender, and politics
February 12 – 18
* Blaydes, Lisa and Drew A. Linzer. 2008. “The Political Economy of Women’s Support for Fundamentalist Islam”, World Politics 60; 576–609. 
* Vanzan, Anna. 2012. “The women of Allah: A personal journey through Islamic feminisms”, Pakistan Journal of Women’s Studies: Alam-e-Niswan 19(1); 1-10. 
*Research outline due February 16*


Week 7 	Islam in Russia and the USSR 
February 19 – 25  
	* Deweese, Devin. 2002. “Islam and the legacy of Sovietology: A review essay on Yaacov Ro’i’s Islam in the Soviet Union”. Journal of Islamic Studies 13 (3); 298–330.
* Uyama, Tomhiko. 2013. “The changing religious orientation of Qazaq intellectuals in the tsarist period: Sharia, Secularism, and Ethics”, In Paolo Sartori and Niccolo Paciola (eds.) Islam, society and states across the Qazaq steppe; Vienna: Austrian Academy of Science; 95-117. Moodle.
* Walters, Philip. 2005. “A survey of Soviet religious policy”, In Sabrina Petra Ramet (ed) Religious Policy in the Soviet Union. Cambridge University Press; 3-30. Moodle.

	

Week 8 	 Islam and politics in Central Asia
February 26 – March 4
* Tucker, Noah. 2015. “Domestic shapers of Eurasia’s Islamic futures: sheikh, scholar, society, and the State”, In Islam in Eurasia Thomas W. 
 Simons Jr. (ed). Cambridge: Davis Center; 53-75. Moodle.
	* Khalid, Adeeb. 2003. “A secular Islam: Nation, state, and religion in Uzbekistan”, International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 35; 573–598. DOI:10.1017.S0020743803000242
* Tynan, Deirdre. 2015. “Islamic State Threatens Central Asia” International Crisis Group. https://www.crisisgroup.org/europecentralasia/centralasia/islamicstatethreatenscentralasia

Week 9 	Islam and politics in the Balkans
March 5 – 11
* Öktem, Kerem. 2011. “Between emigration, de-Islamization and the nation-state: Muslim communities in the Balkans today”, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies 11(2); 155–171. 
* Bardos, Gordon N. 2014. “Jihad in the Balkans: The Next Generation”, World Affairs Journal, http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/jihad-balkans-next-generation
* Wednesday and Friday no class – Take home mid-term exam*
Week 10	 Islam and politics in the Caucasus
March 12 – 18
* Henkin, Yagil. 2006. “From tactical terrorism to Holy War: the Evolution of Chechen Terrorism 1995–2004” Central Asian Survey 25(1-2); 193-203. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02634930600903270
	* Sattarov, Rufat. 2010. “Islamic revival and Islamic activism in post-Soviet Azerbaijan”, In Galina M. Yemelianova (ed.) Radical Islam in the former Soviet Union; 146-210. Moodle.
*Whitmeyer, Kevin. 2015. “Religious outbidding in Chechnya”, Caucasus Survey, 3(1), 25–40. 


SPRING BREAK
March 19-25


Week 11	Islam and politics in Iran 
March 26  – April 1
	* Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi, “Women’s Rights, Shari‘a Law, and the Secularization of Islam in Iran”, International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 26(3); 237-253.
* Keddie, Nikki R. 2006. Modern Iran: roots and results of revolution. CHAPTER TO BE DETERMINED.


Week 12	Islam and politics in Afghanistan
April 2 – 8
	* Roy, Olivier. 1984. “Islam in the afghan resistance”, Religion in Communist Lands 12(1); 55-68. Moodle.
* Kleiner, Jürgen. 2000. “The Taliban and Islam”, Diplomacy & Statecraft, 11(1); 19-32.

*Quiz on Friday*


Week 13	Islam and politics in Turkey
April 9 – 15
* Kuru, Akhmet T. 2008. “Secularism in Turkey: Myths and realities”, Insight Turkey 10(3); 101-110.
* Özbudun, Ergun. 2014. “AKP at the crossroads: Erdogan’s majoritarian drift”, South European Society and Politics 19(2); 155–167. 
* Öztürk, Ahmet Erdi. 2016. “Turkey’s Diyanet under AKP rule: from protector to imposer of state ideology?”, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies 16(4); 619-635.

Week 14 Presentations
April 16 – 22
Monday April 16
Wednesday April 18
Friday April 20

