PLS 329: Anarchy and Anarchism 
Professor: Dr. Brian Smith
Meeting days and times: Room 8,321; MWF, 4:00-4:50 PM
Office Location: 8.507A
Office Hours: MWF, 2:00-4:00 (and by appointment)
Contact: brian.smith@nu.edu.kz 

Class summary:

In the late 17th century, John Locke famously declared that “In the beginning, all the world was America.” Early modern European encounters with the vast, uncultivated expanses of the Americas led to a burst of theorizing about pre-political man living in a ‘state of nature’ or a ‘state of anarchy.’ Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and others tried to imagine what pre-political man was like and what the transition to political society entailed (for good or bad). Is politics natural? Does man need government? What have we lost in the transition to political society? One finds in these imaginings about man prior to government the crude origins of modern anarchism. 

The purpose of this class is to provide a philosophical account of anarchism and the anarchist tradition. The immediate challenge one faces is that anarchism can only loosely be defined as a tradition; at the very least, it is a tradition without dogma, much less settled doctrine. There is very little of what can be called ‘anarchist orthodoxy’ as many of the arguments within this tradition are contested. In this respect, it may be better to see anarchism as less a set of beliefs and more of a process, a way of thinking about political institutions and practices.

The main task of this class is to point out some of the major debates within the anarchist tradition, and the ways those traditions have been expressed at different moments in history. We will read the original texts of some of the leading anarchist figures, and we will look at different anarchist movements in history.

Learning Objectives:

1. Students will become acquainted with the foundational literature of the anarchist tradition (assigned readings, lectures) 
2. Students will be able to draw on the course material in order to present their ideas in an appropriate format. (papers, midterm exam, and final presentations)
3. Students will be able to synthesize, compare and contrast, and critically assess arguments within the anarchist tradition (papers)
4. Students will demonstrate the ability to develop a clear analysis of original source material (paper 3)
5. Students will be able to make their own evidenced-based arguments. (papers)
6. Students will be able to listen to and be tolerant of different ideas (assigned readings, lectures)

Assignments:

	Assignment
	Due date
	Percentage

	Paper 1 Rough Draft Peer Review
	September 6
	(35% of paper 1 final)

	Paper 1 Final
	September 9
	20%

	Paper 2 Rough Draft Peer Review
	October 18
	(35% of paper 2 final)

	Paper 2 Final
	October 21
	20%

	Paper 3 Rough Draft Peer Review
	November 15
	(35% of paper 3 final)

	Paper 3 Final
	November 22
	30%

	Midterm
	September 27
	20%

	Presentations
	Nov 11 – Nov 22
	10%



Papers:

See handouts for the breakdown of writing assignments.

In-class peer review: Please note that rough drafts make up 35% of the final paper grade. This means that if you do not turn in a rough draft, the best you can do on the paper is a 65%. To get full credit for a rough draft, you must be within 1 page of the required page limit (following the spacing and font requirements). So, if the paper length requirement is 5 pages, your rough draft can be no shorter than 4 pages. For the rough draft peer review to be effective, you should treat it as if it was the deadline for the final draft. You will get much more out of the review process the further along you are in your writing. 

The goals of peer review: 1) to give you more opportunity to revise your work prior to turning in a final draft. Writing is iterative. The more drafts you produce, the more polished your final draft will be; 2) to give you an idea as to what your classmates are working on. What is working and what’s not in their papers? You can use this knowledge to improve your own papers. 3) As you improve your critical reading ability, you will be able to turn these skills onto your own papers.

More information will be given about in-class peer review at a later date.

***PLEASE NOTE: there is no making up an in-class peer review day. It is absolutely crucial that you make it to class these days to get full credit for your papers. If you miss this day you will lose credit on you final draft and you’ll be penalized for missing a day of class.

Revision Policy: For the first 2 papers I will accept revisions. In fact, you may submit as many revisions as you’d like. If you are not happy with your performance on your paper, you can rework and resubmit it. 

	***PLEASE NOTE: No revisions will be accepted after Nov. 8th
***PLEASE NOTE:  Resubmitting a paper does not guarantee your grade will improve. Everything depends on the quality of the work. 
***PLEASE NOTE:  This is not available for students who did not meet the peer review requirement.
	
Late Policy: Late papers will not be accepted. Please get your work in on time.

Midterm:

The format of the midterm will be short answer. I will provide roughly 7 questions and you will answer 5 of them. We will have an in-class review session on Sept. 25th and which time we will collectively work through any remaining questions.

Final Presentation:

The last two weeks of the semester, each of you will present your final papers. You must prepare a 10 minute presentation based on your final paper, which will be followed by a 5 minute Q&A period. Your presentation should cover the main ideas you develop in your paper, including your thesis, main arguments, and supporting evidence. You are allowed to use visual aids, like Powerpoint, but beware. No one should simply read to the audience. Be familiar enough with your work so that you are able to present the material in a clear and concise way. Also, if you do use a Powerpoint, your slides should be ready to view at the beginning of class. We don’t want to waste too much time fumbling with technology.
The presentation order will be generated randomly and will be announced at a later date.
Grade Scale:
	A 

	95-100

	A- 
	90-94.99


	B+ 

	85-89.99

	B 

	80-84.99

	B- 

	75-79.99

	C+ 

	70-74.99

	C 

	65-69.99

	C- 

	60-64.99

	D+ 

	55-55.99

	D 
	50-54.99



Academic Misconduct:
Academic misconduct is defined broadly, to include a wide variety of behaviors that conflict with the values and mission of NU. Students should become familiar with the NU Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (Student Code), which is the official document outlining policies and procedures around academic misconduct at NU. Students are responsible for complying with NU policies, as well as those described in the syllabus for an individual class, whether the student has read them or not.
Attendance Policy:
Attend every class. This is not only your job, it’s also for your benefit. The reading material at times will be difficult, and the slides will not always provide you with the relevant information. In class you will be able to ask questions and process the material with your classmates.
Everyone gets 1 free absence. After that, five points will be taken off of your final grade for each class you miss. For example, let’s say your final grade is a 95 but you missed 4 classes. One of those absences is free, but the remaining 3 will reduce your final grade to an 80.
Tardiness: if you have not arrived before the time that I complete taking attendance, you will be counted as having missed the class.
Note: All readings will be posted on Moodle.
Schedule of readings:
Week 1 	Introductions: The state of nature; the state of man
Aug 12 		Class introductions. 
Aug 14		Hobbes, The Leviathan pp. 56-65; (9 pages)
		Locke, The Second Treatise, §§4-15, pp. 189-199; (10 pages)
		Rousseau, Discourse on the Origins of Inequality, pp. 10-23; (13 pages)
		Montesquieu, Sprit of the Laws, Book I, Chapters 1-3, pp. 1-9; (9 pages)
		Paine, Common Sense, pp. 19-24 (6 pages)  

Aug 16		Prehistory : The radical liberalism of Godwin, Humboldt
		Godwin, An Enquiry Concerning Political Justice, pp. 139-189 (50 pages); 
		Humboldt, The Sphere and Duties of Government, pp. 11-18. (8 pages)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmbLXl-mlL4

Total pages : ~105 
Week 2 	Beginnings: Pierre-Joseph Proudon the first anarchist 
Aug 19		Proudhon, What is Property? pp.  13-34; 170-217
Aug 21		
Aug 23		 
Total pages:  
Week 3  	The Nihilism of Max Stirner, individualist anarchism
Aug 26		 Stirner, The Ego and Its Own, pp. 13-19; 89-129; 141-161; 166-209; 320-324
Aug 28
Aug 30		[National Holiday. No classes]
Total pages: ~ 115
Week 4	Anarchism comes of Age: Bakunin and Kropotkin
Sept 2	Bakunin, Revolutionary Catechism, pp. 76-97; The Program of International Brotherhood, pp. 148-159; God and State, pp. 225-242; The Paris Commune and the Idea of the State, pp. 259-273; State and Anarchy, pp. 323-350.
Sept 4
Sept 6		Rough draft paper 1 due. Peer review day
Total pages:  ~100
Week 5	Bakunin and Kropotkin cont.
Sept 9		Kropotkin, Mutual Aid, pp.111-145; On Order, pp. 1-4; Modern Science and Anarchism, 
*Paper 1 Due	pp. 3-44; Anarchism: It’s Philosophy and Ideal, pp. 2-27.
	 
Sept 11
Sept 13
Total pages: ~104
Week 6	The violent: Nechayev and Lenin (Lenin’s opposition to anarchism)
Sept 16	Nechayev, Catechism of a Revolutionist, pp. 1-6; 
Lenin, The State and Revolution, pp. 6-59; 
Lenin, Anarchism and Socialism, https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1901/dec/31.htm ; 
Lenin, Socialism and Anarchism, https://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1905/nov/24.htm
Sept 18
Sept 19
Total pages:~
Week 7	Midterm exam week
Sept 23		Nechayev and Lenin (cont) 
Sept 25		Midterm exam review
Sept 26		Midterm exam 
Week 8		Fall Break (no classes)
Week 9	Anarcho-Syndicalism: Rudolf Rocker
Oct 7		Rocker, Anarcho-Syndicalism, pp. 34-130. 
Oct 9
Oct 11
Total pages: ~ 96 pages
Week 10	Murray Bookchin and the Ecology of Freedom
Oct 14	Bookchin, “Post-Scarcity Anarchism,” “Ecology and Revolutionary Thought,” and “The Forms of Freedom,” in Post Scarcity Anarchism pp. 55-104, 163-191; Social Anarchism of Lifestyle Anarchism, pp. 4-61
Oct 16
Oct 18 		Rough draft paper 2 due (in class peer review)
Total pages:~128
Week 11	Democratic Communalism in Kurdistan
Oct 21	Abdulla Öcalan, Democratic Confederalism pp. 7-44; Gerber & Brincat, “When Öcalan met Bookchin: The Kurdish Freedom Movement and the Political Theory of Democratic Confederalism” pp. 1-25 Robert Lowe, “The Emergence of Western Kurdistan and the Future of Syria” in Conflict, Democratization, and the Kurds in the Middle East pp. 225-246
Oct 23
Oct 25
Total pages: ~83
Week 12	New Anarchism & Post-Structuralist Anarchism
Oct 28	David Graeber, “The New Anarchists,” https://newleftreview.org/issues/II13/articles/david-graeber-the-new-anarchists
	Curran, “Anarchism Old and New,” in 21st Century Dissent, pp. 19-48; Sureyyya Evren, “How New Anarchism Changed the World,” in Post-Anarchism pp. 1-19; Andrew Koch, “Post-Structuralism and the Epistemological Basis of Anarchims,” pp. 23-40; Saul Newman, “Post-anarchism,” in Palgrave Handbook pp. 293-303; Brian Smith, “Citizenship without the State: Rehabilitating Citizenship Discourse Among the Anarchist Left,” pp. 1-19.
Oct 30		
Nov 1		
Total pages: ~
Week 13	New Social Movements: The Rebirth of Anarchism?
Nov 4	Curran, “Movements of Anti-Globalization,” in 21st Century Dissent, pp. 49-74; Laura Galian, “Squares, Occupy Movements and the Arab Revolutions,” in Palgrave Handbook, pp. 715-731; Shmeul Lederman, “Councils and Revolution: Participatory Democracy in Anarchist Thought and the New Social Movements,” p. 243-260; Brian Smith, “Anarcho-Republicanism: Arendt and the Federated Council System,” pp. 87-113;
Nov 6		
Nov 8
Total pages:~
Week 14	Final Presentations
***(Sat. Nov 9th Makeup day, first day of presentations)***
Nov 11
Nov 13
Nov 15 – No class (I will be at a conference in Prague)
Week 15	Final Presentations
Nov 18
Nov 20
Nov 22


