Curtis G. Murphy, Ph.D.

Curriculum Vitae

Kabanbay Batyr 53 · Office 8.402 

010000 Nur-Sultan City · Republic of Kazakhstan 

Tel: +7 776 170 96 46  

curtis.murphy@nu.edu.kz

EDUCATION

Ph.D. East European History, Georgetown University, December, 2011 (with distinction)

           Fields: East Central Europe, Modern Russia, Early Modern Europe, Political Philosophy

M.A. Russian and East European Studies, Georgetown University, 2004 (with distinction)

B.A.  Honors History and Russian Studies, University of Tennessee Knoxville summa cum 

          laude, 2002

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

Assistant Professor, Nazarbayev University, 2017 – present

Courses: European Nationalisms; Modernizing the Periphery: Central Europe II; Clash of Civilizations: Central Europe I; European History I and European History II; History of Kazakhstan; Eurasian Enlightenment; Undergraduate Capstone

Assistant Teaching Professor, Georgetown University, 2016 – 2017

Courses: East Central Europe I (to 1914); East Central Europe II (1914-present); The Ukrainian Conflict and its Roots; Russian Revolutionaries; Religious (In)Tolerance in Eastern Europe

Term Instructor, University of Alaska Anchorage, 2012 – 2015

Courses: Western Civilization I (to 1650); Western Civilization II (1650-present)

PUBLICATIONS
Books

From Citizens to Subjects: City, State and the Enlightenment in Poland, Ukraine, and Belarus  (University of Pittsburgh Press, 2018) 

Articles

“The Lord’s Justice: Blood Libel and Interfaith Interaction in an Eighteenth-Century Polish Private Town” Jewish History (Forthcoming)
“Involuntary Orientalists: Polish Exiles in the Russian Empire as Scholars and Administrators

of the Kazakh Steppe and Turkestan,” in The Eastern Gaze: Eastern European Conceptualizations of the Non-European World, ed. Mariusz Kowalczyk and Magdelena Kozlowska (forthcoming)

“A Free and Feudal Government: Civic Republican Mentalities in the Cities of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.” The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth: History, Memory, Legacy, ed. Andrzej Chwalba and Krzysztof Zamorski (Routledge, 2020).

“Foul-Weather Friends: Reinterpreting Jewish-Christian Urban Interaction in the Final Decades 

of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.” Polin: Studies in Polish Jewry 33 (2020). 

“Burghers vs. Bureaucrats: Enlightened Centralism, the Royal Towns, and the Case of the Propinacja Law in Poland-Lithuania, 1776-1793.” Slavic Review 71, no. 2 (Summer, 2012).

Book Reviews

Nils Hansson and Jonatan Wistrand, Explorations in Baltic Medical History, 1850-2015 (2020). 

Candadian Slavonic Papers (forthcoming)

 

Peter Paul Magocsi, With Their Backs to the Mountains: A History of Carpathian Rus’ and the 


Carpatho-Rusyns (2015). Slavic and East European Journal (Summer, 2017).

Theodore Weeks, Vilnius Between Nations, 1795-2000 (2015). Slavic and East European 


Journal (Spring, 2017)

Aileen M. Kelly, The Discovery of Chance: The Life and Thought of Alexander Herzen (2016). 

History: Review of New Books (January, 2017)

Anna Grześkowiak-Krwawicz, Queen Liberty: The Concept of Freedom in the Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth (2012). Polish Review (Winter, 2015).

Peter Paul Bajer, Scots in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth: The Formation and 

Disappearance of an Ethnic Group (2012). Polish Review (Winter, 2014).

Jerzy Lukowski, Disorderly Liberty: The Political Culture of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the Eighteenth Century (2010). Slavonica (November, 2011).

Anita J. Prażmowska, History of Poland (2009). Sarmatian Review (September, 2009).

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

2018 – Social Policy Grant, Nazarbayev University

2015 - Research Stipend, Polish History Museum 

2012 - John Ruedy General Education Teaching Award, Georgetown University

2011 - Baltic Language Summer Institute Scholarship, University of Wisconsin, Madison

2009 and 2007 - Non-Service Fellowship, Georgetown University, 

2008 - Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship, U.S. Department of 

           Education

2008 - Fellowship, International Research and Exchange Board (declined in favor of Fulbright-

            Hays)

2007 - Research Fellowship, Lazarski School of Commerce and Law, Warsaw, Poland

2005 - Summer Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship 

2004 - Five Year Graduate Fellowship, Department of History, Georgetown University

INVITED TALKS

2018 - "Просвещенная толерантность или бытовая веротерпимость? Христиане и евреи в 

западных губерниях Российской империи в начале XIX в. ("Enlightened Toleration or Practical Tolerance? Christians and Jews in the Western Provinces of the Russian Empire at the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century).” Karaganda State University, Karaganda, Kazakhstan

2017 – “Introduction to Leninopad,” Colby College Museum of Art, Waterville, ME

2016 – “The Lord’s Justice: Blood Libel and Adultery in an Eighteenth-Century Private Town.” 

Columbia University, New York

2014 – “The Origins of Ukraine and the Russian-Ukrainian Crisis.” J. Z.  Loussac Public 

              Library, Anchorage, AK 

2009 – “State-building in a Republic: The Enlightenment, the Death of Poland-Lithuania, and the  

              State,” Lazarski University, Warsaw, Poland.

PRESENTATIONS AND CONFERENCES

Conferences Co-Organized

2018 – Religious [In]Tolerance in the Russian Empire, History, Philosophy, and Religious 

Studies, Nazarbayev University

Panels Organized

2018 – “Performative Politics and Civic Dilemmas in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth,”  

Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies Annual Conference, Boston

2015 – “Imperial Dreams and Administrative Plans in the Pre-Modern Ukrainian Borderlands,” 

Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies Annual Conference, Philadelphia. 
Conference Papers 

2020 -   “Who Would Return to the ‘Kingdom of Anarchy’? Imperialists, Liberals 

and Revolutionaries Debate the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the Russian Empire,” Inaugural Conference For the Polish-Lithuanian Studies Center, Aberdeen, Scotland      
2018 – “Princeps inter pares:  The Radziwiłłs and their 'Principality of Nieśwież' Between the 

Polish Nobility and the Russian Empire,”  Association for Slavic, East European and 

Eurasian Studies Annual Conference, Boston

2018 – “Enlightened Toleration or Practical Tolerance? Christians and Jews in the Western 

Provinces of the Russian Empire at the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century,” Religious 

[In]Tolerance in the Russian Empire: An International Conference at Nazarbayev 

University, Astana, Kazakhstant

2017 – “De Iure Polonico in Ius Teutonicum: Germanic Law and the Civic Republican 


Continuum in Central Europe,” Third Congress of International Researchers of Polish 


History, Cracow, Poland.

2016 – “Honorable Sons of the Republic, Faithful Servants of Her Imperial Majesty: The 

Radziwiłł Family between Warsaw and St. Petersburg in the Partition Era,” Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies Annual Conference, Washington, DC.

2015 – “The Persistence of the Old Commonwealth: ‘Insubordinate’ Subjects and ‘Irrational’ 

Institutions in the Towns of Right-Bank Ukraine under the Russian Empire,” Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies Annual Conference, Philadelphia. 

2013 – “Burkean Revolutionaries: A Reexamination of the Burgher-Rights Movement during the 

Quadrennial Parliament,” Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies Annual Conference, Boston.

2013 – “Cooperation, Conflict, and Competition: Small Towns Politics and Estate Interaction in 
the Eighteenth-Century Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.” The Micropolitics of Small 

Town Life: International Symposium, University of Illinois Urbana-Champagne.
CAMPUS TALKS

2018 – From Citizens to Subjects: City, State, and the Enlightenment in Poland, Ukraine and 

Belarus, Book Talk at Nazarbayev University Library

2018 – “Soviet and East European Myths of World War II.” Nazarbayev University History Club 

Public Lecture

2015 - “The Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Vilnius, and the Jewish Community.” University of 

Alaska Anchorage Campus Bookstore

SERVICE

Professional Service
Grants Reviewer, National Science Center, Poland, 2019

Referee, Kwartalnik Historyczny, 2016

Commentator, Anchorage Daily News, 2014.

Proposal Reviewer, Bloomsbury Press, 2013

University Service

University Senator, 2018-present; Vice-Chair of Faculty Senate, 2019-present


Ex officio: Academic Council, Research Council, Housing Committee, Awards 

Committee

Other Committees: Faculty Rights and Responsibilities; Travel Committee

History Major Advisor, 2018-present (Includes teaching two-sequence Capstone)

Writing Center Liaison, 2018-present 

Lecture for Tsinghua University Global Immersion Program, 2019

Library Committee, 2017-present

Eurasian Studies Reading Circle Coordinator, 2018-present

University Recruiter  in Taraz, 2018

Participation in Regular SHS Recruiting Events, Open Houses, Graduation Events, etc., 2017-

Present

LANGUAGES

Polish – fluent in speaking, reading and writing

Russian – fluent in speaking, reading and writing

Reading fluency in: Ukrainian, French, German, Latin

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

American Historical Association, 2009 - present

Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, 2006 – present

Phi Alpha Theta, 2005 - present
REFERENCES

Andrzej S. Kaminski 

Professor Emeritus, History Department, Georgetown University

202-687-6191 • kaminska@georgetown.edu
Paul Dunscomb

Professor and Chair, Department of History, University of Alaska Anchorage

907-786-1728 • pedunscomb@uaa.alaska.edu
Catherine Evtuhov

Professor, History Department, Columbia University

202-687-6197 • evtuhovc@georgetown.edu
James Collins

Professor, History Department, Georgetown University

202-687-5904 • collinja@georgetown.edu
