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PLS-150
Nazarbayev University
Fall 2020

MWF, 12:00-1:50
Professor Matt Millard
Contact: matthew.millard@nu.edu.kz or matthewcmillard@gmail.com
Office hours: TBD (contact me and we will set up a time that is mutually conducive)

Course Description
	This course is designed to introduce students to the subfield of international relations within the field of political science.  Students will thus learn about the fundamental principles of academic inquiry into the field of international relations.  In this course, students will learn the approaches, history, perspectives, and the role of the state, individual, and international organizations in the international system.  There is no prerequisite for participation in this course.

Requirements
	Class participation/attendance (20%): Students are expected to attend class and are encouraged to participate in discussions.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class and occasionally at the end of class.  Students who show up to class more than ten minutes late will be marked as absent.  This will be deducted from the student’s final grade.  Two points will be deducted per missed class.  Legitimate excuses, such as family emergencies, sickness, or school-sanctioned events (such as participation in sports) do not constitute a missed class and will not be deducted from the student’s attendance.  
	Tests 42% (3 at 14% each): There are three tests that are scheduled for this course.  
These tests will be worth 14% of your course grade.  However, to accommodate those students whose strong-suit is not test-taking, multiple choice questions will also be accompanied with short-answer questions.  As a result, students should be prepared and bring an examination booklet for each of the three tests.   
	Presentations (10%): Students will be formed into small groups and will make a presentation on one of the texts from the Essential Readings in World Politics text.  There are thirteen of these readings that students will present on, with one group per reading.  Grading criteria for this will be substantive (tying it in to larger discussions, theory, and perspectives).  Due to time constraints, some of the readings may appear out of order with the corresponding text.  (If students feel uncomfortable with their reading, they are welcome to contact the professor for assistance.) Students should also be able to situate the readings into a specific perspective in international relations and illustrate how the author meets this criteria.  All students in the group will be required to speak during the presentation to the class, which should last between ten-fifteen minutes.  Students should feel free to use PowerPoint, handouts, etc., to help their classmates out in preparing for exams (this material will be tested!)  If such materials are utilized, a digital and hard copy should be provided to the instructor.  If students decide to use digital notes, they are required to post them onto Blackboard for the benefit of their classmates.)  ALL STUDENTS SHOULD STILL READ EACH ACCOMPANYING TEXT BY THE PRESENTATION DATE!
	Final Exam (20%): Students will be given a “take home” exam and will have one day to complete the exam.  While this is not ideal, the goal of this is to ensure those individuals with no internet access (or limited access) will have the opportunity to take the exam.    
	Moodle Prompt (8%): Each student will be given a time to respond to a prompt online through Blackboard.  Students will have four days (until midnight of the due date) to complete a 750 word response that directly answers the question in the prompt.  Students should feel free to use any resource from class or from any out-of-class resource they feel is pertinent.  Students should also contact the professor if they have any issues or concerns regarding the paper or any other concerns regarding the course.  

NOTE ON INTERNET ACCESS: DUE TO THE PANDEMIC, ALL COURSES AT NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY WILL BE CONDUCTED ONLINE.  STUDENTS WHO DO NO HAVE INTERNET ACCES OR LIMITED INTERNET ACCESS ARE ENCOURAGED TO INFORM THE PROFESSOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE REGARDING THESE LIMITATIONS.  I WILL STRIVE TO MAKE ANY ADJUSTMENTS TO THE COURSE SO THAT STUDENTS WITH LIMITED ACCESS ARE NOT OTHERWISE DISADVANTAGED.  Note that all lectures and PowerPoints will be posted online to Moodle.	

Required Texts
Mingst, Karen A. and Ivan M. Arregun-Toft.  Essentials of International Relations.  6th ed.  W.W. Norton and Company: New York.  2011.  ISBN 978-0-393-93529-5 (Referred to as “EIR” in syllabus.)
Mingst, Karen A. and Jack L. Snyder.  Essential Readings in World Politics.  th ed.  W.W. Norton and Company: New York.  2011.  ISBN 978-0-393-93534-9 (Referred to as “ERWP” in syllabus.)

**Note: these texts are contained online in the “Essentials of International Relations” and “Essential Readings in International Relations” folders
 
Classroom Policies
	As college students, you are expected to conduct yourself in a professional manner.  Classroom policies are set for the benefit of not only yourself, but also the other students enrolled in this course.  The following are some (though not all) of the things that are expected of you:
	Cell phones:  Students are prohibited from using their phones for texting, browsing the internet, or making phone calls once class has begun.
	Newspapers/magazines, etc.: Students are prohibited from reading non-course related materials during class.
	Cheating:  As with all classroom policy, the university’s policy with regards to submitted work by students will be followed to the letter.  All work that is submitted will be checked for plagiarism via online plagiarism detection software.  STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT BOTH A HARDCOPY AND DIGITAL COPY.  ANY PLAGARIZED ITEMS WILL BE REPORTED TO UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS AND APPROPRIATE ACTIONS WILL BE TAKEN.

Students with Disabilities
Students who have disabilities are encouraged to contact the professor and inform him at the beginning of the semester (or give adequate prior notice before any academic activity this may affect) so that arrangements can be made for the student’s benefit.  (I do not need to know what the disability is, just need notification from the Office of Disability Services!)  If a student is unsure if they have a disability that may possibly affect their academic performance, they should contact the Office of Disability Services at 133-B Martha Parham East. 

[bookmark: _Hlk47928058]Note on modification of this syllabus: Given the unique nature of the global pandemic and its impact on this semester’s instruction, I reserve the right to change, alter, amend, or otherwise adjust the schedule and requirements of this course with adequate and timely relaying of the changes which will be made to you at least three class meetings prior to any changes.  While I do not expect to make any changes, they will most likely be made the first week of class to better serve you.
  

Schedule
Monday, August 17
Course introduction, What is Political Science?  What is the study of International Relations?

Wednesday, August 19 –No Class.

Friday, August 21
	Read: EIR, Ch. 1- “Approaches to International Relations”

Monday, August 24
	Read: EIR, Ch. 2- “The Historical Context of Contemporary International
Relations” (pg. 19-37 to “The Interwar Years and World War II” section)

Wednesday, August 26
Presentation (Professor)-“One World, Rival Theories” Jack Snyder (pg.2)
	Read: EIR, Ch. 2- “The Historical Context of Contemporary International 
	Relations” (pg. 37-70-to end of chapter)

Friday, August 28
Presentation 1- “Melian Dialogue” Thucydides (pg.10)
	Read: EIR, Ch. 3-“Contending Perspectives” (pg. 73-86-to “Liberalism and 
Neoliberal Institutionalism” section)

Monday, August 31
	Read: EIR, Ch. 3-“Contending Perspectives” (pg. 86-95-to “Constructivism”)
	Video: Ted Talk-Joseph Nye- http://www.ted.com/talks/joseph_nye_on_global_power_shifts#t-1069839

Wednesday, September 2
	Read: EIR, Ch.3-“Contending Perspectives” (pg. 95-105-to end of chapter)

Friday, September 4
Presentation 2- “To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch” Immanuel Kant 
	(pg.12)
	Read:	EIR, Ch. 4-“The International System” (pg. 107-129-to end of chapter)

Monday, September 7
Presentation 3-“A Realist Theory of International Politics and Political Power” 
	Hans J. Morgenthau (pg. 26)
Video: Ted Talk-Philip Zimbardo- http://www.ted.com/talks/philip_zimbardo_on_the_psychology_of_evil#t-2045

Wednesday, September 9
	Read: ERWP: “The Fourteen Points” (pg. 17-19) and “The Sources of Soviet 
		Conduct” (pg. 19-24)
	
Friday, September 11
Read: ERWP, “From Global Rebellion: Religious Challenges to the Secular State, from Christian Militias to al Qaeda” (pg. 166-190)

Monday, September 14
Test 1

Wednesday, September 16
	Read: EIR, Ch. 5-“The State” (pg. 131-146-to “The Exercise of State Power”
section)

Friday, September 18
Presentation 4-“Liberalism and World Politics” Michael W. Doyle (pg. 50)
Read: EIR, Ch. 5-“The State” (pg.146-162-to “Challenges to the State” 
section)

Monday, September 21
	Read: EIR, Ch. 5-“The State” (pg. 162-174-to chapter end)

Wednesday, September 23
	Read: EIR, Ch. 6-“The Individual” (pg. 177-190-to “Private Individuals”
section)

Friday, September 25
Presentation 5- “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of 
	Power Politics” Alexander Wendt (pg. 64)
	Read: EIR, Ch. 6-“The Individual” (pg. 190-201-to chapter end)

Monday, September 28
	Read: ERWP, “Hypotheses on Misperception” (pg. 192)

Wednesday, September 30
Read: ERWP, “Transformative Choices: Leaders and the Origins of Intervention Strategy” (pg. 206)

Friday, October 2
Presentation 6-From “Does Peacekeeping Work?” Virginia Page Fortna (pg. 224)
Read: EIR, Ch.7-“Intergovernmental Organizations, Nongovernmental Organizations, and International Law” (pg. 204-220 -to “The European Union-Organizing Regionally” section)

October 5-October 9: FALL BREAK

Monday, October 12
	Read: EIR, Ch.7-“Intergovernmental Organizations, Nongovernmental Organizations, and International Law” (pg. 220-233-to “Nongovernmental Organ-
izations” section)

Wednesday, October 14
Presentation 7-“The False Promise of International Institutions” John J. 
	Mearshemier (pg. 308)
	Read: EIR, Ch.7-“Intergovernmental Organizations, Nongovernmental 
	Organizations, and International Law” (pg. 233-246, to chapter end)

Friday, October 16
Test 2

Monday, October 19
Presentation 8-“War as an Instrument of Policy” Carl von Clausewitz (pg. 322)
	Read: EIR, Ch.8-“War and Strife” (pg. 249-263-to “Categorizing Wars” 
section)

Wednesday, October 21
	Read: ERWP: “A Nuclear-Armed Iran: A Difficult but Not Impossible Policy
	Problem” (pg. 375-390)
Video: Ted Talk-Steven Pinker- http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Politics/Global-Politics/Steven-Pinker-on-the-Myth-of-Violence/30917

Friday, October 23
Presentation 9-“Cooperation under the Security Dilemma” Robert Jervis (pg. 335).
Read: EIR, Ch. 8-“War and Strife” (pg. 263-289-to “Approaches to Managing Insecurity” section)

Monday, October 26
	Read: EIR, Ch. 8-“War and Strife” (pg. 289-303-to end of chapter)

Wednesday, October 28
Read: EIR, Ch. 9-“International Political Economy” (pg. 305-315-to Figure 9.1)

Friday, October 30
Presentation 10- “The Strategies of Terrorism” Andrew H. Kydd and Barbara F. 
	Walter (pg. 392)
	Read-EIR, Ch. 9-“International Political Economy” (pg.315-331, to “The Key
Role of Petroleum Markets” section)

Monday, November 2
Read: EIR, Ch. 9-“International Political Economy” (pg.331-340-to “Emerging Challenges to Economic Globalization” section)
	Video: Ted Talk- Hans Rosling- http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Politics/Global-Politics/Debunking-ThirdWorld-Myths-with-the-Best-Stats-Youve-Ever-Seen/44728

Wednesday, November 4
Presentation 11- “The Nature of Political Economy” Robert Gilpin (pg.485)
	Read: EIR, Ch. 9-“International Political Economy” (pg.340-349-chapter end)

Friday, November 6
Presentation 12- From “Freefall: America, Free Markets, and the Sinking of the
	World Economy” Joseph E. Stiglitz (pg. 554)
	Read: ERWP: “From Why Globalization Works” (pg. 516-542)

Monday, November 9
Test 3

Wednesday, November 11
	Read: EIR, Ch. 10-“Human Rights” (pg. 351-367-to “Specific Human Rights
Issues” section)

Friday, November 13
	Read: EIR, Ch. 10-“Human Rights” (pg. 367-382-chapter end)

Monday, November 16
Presentation 13- “The Tragedy of the Commons” Garrett Hardin (pg. 616)
	Read: EIR, Ch. 11-“Transnational Issues” (pg. 385-403-to “Environmental
NGOs in Action” section)
 
Wednesday, November 18
Final Exam given-Due NLT 10:00 PM November 26th.  NO EXCEPTIONS!
	Read: EIR, Ch. 11-“Transnational Issues” (pg. 403-429-chapter end)

Friday, November 20
	Video: TBD

Monday, November 23
Review, concluding remarks, and thoughts on the future of IR.




Final Exam given Nov. 18st-Due NLT 11pm November 26th.  NO EXCEPTIONS!
