Introduction to Political Theory 
Spring 2021

Prof. Jean-François Caron
Email: jean-francois.caron@nu.edu.kz
Virtual Office Hours: Mondays 9-10am; Wednesdays 9:10am

This course is an introduction to the history of political theory. We will study many of the great texts of the Western tradition. These works raise important questions about the nature of individual rights, the roots of government authority, the circumstances of legitimate revolution, the justification of religious tolerance, and the meaning of political ideals such as liberty, equality, and justice.

Despite the age of some of the texts with which we will wrestle, the purpose of the course is not exclusively historical. Instead, part of the reason that these texts are widely seen as classics is because they continue to shape and inform the analysis of current political phenomena. It is through the categories and concepts created, clarified, and challenged by these thinkers that we conceptualize, understand, and assess our political lives.

The course has three major goals. First, students should take from the course a substantive familiarity with many of the greatest texts in the Western tradition and a sense of the major lines of argument and schools of thought within that tradition. This familiarity with core texts provides an important background for further study in political theory – both contemporary and historical.

Second, the texts we will read are rich and multifaceted. This is part of what has allowed them to capture and hold the interest of audiences for many generations. There is great intellectual reward to be had by working through the ideas of the canonical authors. For the same reason, however, these texts elude simple summary and authoritative interpretation. Indeed, the second major goal of the course is to learn to read, understand, and appreciate complex works.

Third, studying the classic treatments of core political concepts should allow us to gain a greater sophistication and perspective in our own deployment of them. In other words, it should make us more reflective and self-conscious about the way that we should organize our societies. 

Students are required to: 

	Attend and participate in all class sessions 
	Read all course material
	Complete all assignments
	Put forward your best effort on all class-related activities and engage the material, the instructor and colleagues with an open mind. 



Learning objectives 
Be able to discuss and write effectively about some key priorities of ancient and modern political thought; 
Be able, in writing and discussion, to identify chief differences among thinkers from the ancient, modern and contemporary political thought;
Be able to characterize disputes among ancient and modern political thinkers over the nature and purpose of government; 
Develop students’ critical skills;
Be able to differentiate among varied accounts of the political ideals of liberty, equality and democracy and raise and answer critical questions about the coexistence of these values.
***
Final Grades will be divided the following way :

First exam (February 16):					30%
Second exam (March 15):					30%
Final exam (TBD):							40%

Grading scale 

A 	95-100
A- 	90-94.99
B+	85-89.99
B 	80-84.99
B-	75-79.99
C+ 	70-74.99
C 	65-69.99
C- 	60-64.99
D+ 	55-59.99
D 	50-54.99
F 	<50

Information about the classes:

All lectures and tutorials will be asynchronous. I will upload the videos on Moodle and on Youtube every Sunday, which means that you can access the material any time you want. Every week (except for the weeks of February 2 and April 12), the class will be divided in two parts: a lecture and a tutorial. While the former video will explain an author’s philosophy, the latter will for its part consist in a thorough analysis of a text. It is your responsibility to read the texts prior to the lectures and tutorials. I have indicated links where you can find them online. The only reading not available online (The Prince 2.0) can be found on Moodle. 

Information about the exams:

Online classes increase the risk and temptation of plagiarism. This is why all 3 exams this semester will consist in essays based on a set of questions that will vary for everybody. The logic of these evaluations is to give you enough time to answer the questions, but not enough for you to share thoughts or answers with your classmates. Questions will try to evaluate your knowledge of the mandatory readings as well as your capacity to summarize the thought of authors that will be discussed in lectures.  

Class policies

· You should follow all instructions specified in the syllabus. 

· Just a hint : if I am not replying to your email within 24 hours, it’s because the answer can be found in the syllabus.

· I will have virtual office hours every Monday and Wednesday mornings (9 to 10am) on Zoom. I will send you the link every Sunday. 

· Politeness is an important virtue. Don’t expect any replies from me if your emails are not beginning with a proper salutation (such as “Hello”, “Dear Professor Caron”, etc.). 

· There will be no extra credit offered for this class and I don’t believe in grade curving.

By remaining enrolled in this class, you agree with these policies.
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Any form of cheating or plagiarism will immediately earn you a failing grade for the entire course.  You must know that if you are found guilty of such an offense, you will lose your stipend until the end of the next semester. By remaining enrolled, you consent to this policy.

Your final grade is final. It is not a basis for negotiations. If I feel any form of explicit or implicit coercion on your part to change your grade, I will not hesitate to file an academic misconduct report against you (category B offense).

What is coercion ? Begging for a grade otherwise you will lose your stipend, end up on academic probation or because your parents will disown you. Be aware that this attitude is absolutely unacceptable and will not be tolerated. You will receive the grade you deserve in this class ; not the one you would like to have. If you work hard, you will have a good grade ; if you are not serious, you will have a bad grade. It’s as simple as that. 

Remember: Knowledge is more important than grades



Course Outline

Week of January 11
Course presentation

Week of January 18
Athenian Democracy and its Critics

Readings for the lecture:
Thucydides, History of the Poloponnesian War, Second Book, Chapter 6 (Oration of Pericles) http://www.documentacatholicaomnia.eu/03d/-460_-400,_Thucydites,_History_Of_The_Peloponnesian_War,_EN.pdf
Herodotus, Histories, Sections 79-82 http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Herodotus/3C*.html 

Reading for the tutorial:
Aristophanes, The Clouds http://classics.mit.edu/Aristophanes/clouds.html
Plato : Plato, Apology http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/apology.html 

Week of January 25
Plato

Reading for the lecture: 
Plato, Gorgias. https://cdn.website-editor.net/90e0cb600d8146f9af85b88f0c2f8fb2/files/uploaded/Plato%2527s%2520Gorgias.pdf

Reading for the tutorial: 
Plato, The Republic, Books 6 and 7. http://www.idph.com.br/conteudos/ebooks/republic.pdf

Week of February 2
Aristotle

Reading for the lecture:
Aristotle, The Nichomachean Ethics, Book 5. http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/nicomachaen.5.v.html

No tutorial

Week of February 9
The Roman Republic

Reading for the lecture:
Polybius, Histories, Book 6. http://www.yorku.ca/inpar/polybius_six.pdf 
Cicero, Commonwealth, book 2.  http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/cicero-treatise-on-the-commonwealth--5


Reading for the tutorial: 
Cicero, Commonwealth, book 1  http://oll.libertyfund.org/titles/cicero-treatise-on-the-commonwealth--5

Week of February 16
First exam (Thursday, February 18, from 4:30 to 5:45pm)

Week of February 23
Machiavelli 

Reading for the lecture:
Nicolo Machiavelli, The Prince. https://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/about/staff/publications/paul-nation/Prince-Adapted2.pdf

Reading for the tutorial: 
Jean-François Caron, The Prince 2.0 : Applying Machiavellian Strategy to Contemporary Political Life, London : Palgrave MacMillan, 2019. Available on Moodle.

Week of March 1
Thomas Hobbes and John Locke

Reading for the lecture:
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapters 14-19. https://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/h/hobbes/thomas/h68l/chapter14.html

Reading for the tutorial: 
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, Chapters 2,3 and 4. http://socserv.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/mill/liberty.pdf

Week of March 8
The Enlightenment Revolution 

Reading for the lecture:
Immanuel Kant, What is Enlightenment ? http://braungardt.trialectics.com/philosophy/early-modern-philosophy-16th-18th-century-europe/kant/enlightenment/

Reading for the tutorial: 
Charles Taylor, Multiculturalism and the Politics of Recognition. http://elplandehiram.org/documentos/JoustingNYC/Politics_of_Recognition.pdf

Week of March 15
Second exam (Thursday, March 18: from 4:30 to 5:45pm)

Week of March 29
Marxism

Reading for the lecture:
Karl Marx, Communist Manifesto, https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Manifesto.pdf

Reading for the tutorial: 
Herbert Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension. http://www.marginalutility.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/aesthetic-dimension-_-marcuse.pdf

Week of April 5
Dealing with Modernity

Reading for the lecture:
Max Stirner, The Ego and His Own, First part, III The Free, § 1.—Political Liberalism https://www.gutenberg.org/files/34580/34580-h/34580-h.htm 
Nietzsche, The Gay Science, Book 3, section 125 (The madman) https://web.stanford.edu/~jsabol/existentialism/materials/nietzsche-gay-science-hurry.pdf 

Reading for the tutorial: 
Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, Book 5, Chapter 5 http://www.gutenberg.org/files/28054/28054-pdf.pdf

Week of April 12
Is Liberalism the end of History ?

Reading for the lecture:
Francis Fukuyama, The End of History ? https://history.msu.edu/hst203/files/2011/02/Fukuyama-The-End-of-History.pdf 

No tutorial 

Live revision session on April 15, 4:30-5:45pm
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