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ONLINE
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Office Hours: Tuesday 1:30-3:30, Thursday 1:30-4:30, by appointment:
https://calendly.com/jessica-neafie/15min

Jessica.neafie@nu.edu.kz

Course Description

 Introduction to International Relations is a survey course designed to acquaint students with the key concepts and principles in the study of international relations, which will prepare them for higher-level courses in IR and political science generally. Students will learn about the origins and structure of the modern international system, and will begin to delve into some of the major issues that persist in this system.  This course adopts a flexible framework based on interests, interaction and institutions, that departs from the way the field of world politics is often organized. We will start with a brief introduction to realism, liberalism and constructivism, which each hold a few preconceptions of how the world works, and the nature of international politics. Then we will move to how scholars study political science today, which borrows insight from more than one of these approaches as we study the importance of interests, interactions, and institutions in the international sphere. We will also consider the theoretical and methodological tools social scientists employ to study these phenomena and answer the important puzzles of international politics.

Learning Objectives

· Explaining international politics using sound theory and logic 
· Identifying patterns in political events and matching them with theory 
· Appraising and critiquing theory and argument 
· Constructing a logical argument and formulating hypotheses 
· Analyzing data and interpreting evidence 

Required Texts:

Jeffry A. Frieden, David A. Lake, Kenneth A. Schultz, World Politics: Interests, Interactions, and Institutions, Third Edition (New York: W.W. Norton, 2016). 

Daniel Drezner, Theories of International Politics and Zombies, Revived Edition (Princeton:Princeton University Press, 2014).

Class Schedule: 
	 
	Date
	Topic
	Chapters
	Assignments

	1
	11 January
	Introduction: What is world politics? Why do we study it?
	
	

	2
	18 January
	IR and Zombies: Grand Theories of World Politics
	Drezner Book
	

	3
	25 January
	Foundations 
	1 and 2
	

	4
	1 February
	War and Peace 1
	3-4
	Reflection 1

	5
	8 February
	War and Peace 2
	5-6
	Reflection Response

	6
	15 February
	Review and Midterm
	
	MIDTERM 

	7
	22 February
	Introduction to IPE
	7
	Reflection 2 Due

	8
	1 March
	International Political Economy: Financial and Monetary Policy
	8-9
	Reflection Response

	9
	8 March
	International Political Economy: Development
	10
	Reflection 3

	10
	15 March
	Topic: Coronavirus and IR
	
	Reflection Response

	11
	22 March
	Spring Break
	
	

	12
	29 March
	Topic: International Law and Norms
	11
	Reflection 4

	13
	5 April
	Topic: Human Rights
	12
	Reflection Response

	14
	12 April 
	Topic: The Global Environment
	13
	Reflection 5

	15
	19 April
	Future of IR
	14
	Reflection Response

	16
	26 April
	Finals Period
	
	Final   




Requirements: (ALL DATES REFLECT THE CLASS SCHEDULE POSTED ABOVE)

You will be assessed as follows:

· Writing reflections and discussion, 5 X 10% each: 50%
· Participation: 15%
· Midterm: 15%
· Final Exam: 20%

I reserve the right to change this syllabus, including the course schedule, readings, and due dates. All changes will be announced in class and via Moodle.


Writing Reflections and Discussion (50%): This is the largest portion of your assessment in this class. I will post a “Reflection Question” on Moodle. You will write a 500-750 word reflection on the question, referencing the resources from the class (readings and videos) to be turned in on Moodle in your discussion group no later than Friday of that week (so the first reflection will be due Friday of Week 4, the second on Friday of Week 8, Friday of Week 12, and Friday of Week 14). These reflections should be thoughtful, thorough, and show that you have a good grasp of the concepts from that portion of the class. 

Participation (15%): This will come from two requirements: 
(1) You will receive participation credit for attending your discussion sessions during this term. Your GTA will explain in more detail their expectations.
(2) Participation credit will also come from responses to reflections of at least 100 words to two other reflections in your group by the end of the next week after response were due, i.e. 2 x 100 word responses (so your response will be due Friday of Week 5, Friday of Week 8, Friday of Week 10, Friday of Week 13, and Friday of Week 15). These discussion boards are meant for you to respond to each other and debate different ideas and problems.

1. Reflection One: Grand Theories 
a. Reflection:  Friday, Week 4
b. 2 Responses in Group: Friday, Week 5
2. Reflection Two: Foundations (Chapters 1 and 2)
a. Reflection:  Friday, Week 7
b. 2 Responses in Group: Friday, Week 8
3. Reflection Three: War and Peace (Chapters 3-6)
a. Reflection:  Friday, Week 9
b. 2 Responses in Group: Friday, Week 10
4. Reflection 4: International Political Economy (Chapters 7-10)
a. Reflection:  Friday, Week 12
b. 2 Responses in Group: Friday, Week 13
5. Reflection 5: Transnational Politics (Chapters 11-13)
a. Reflection:  Friday, Week 14
b. 2 Responses in Group: Friday, Week 15

Midterm and Final (35%): Will be done on Moodle, 1.5 hour time limit for midterm, 2 hour time limit for Final. These will be a mix of short answer, fill in the blank, multiple choice, and essay questions.
· Midterms: You can do the exam any time 17-21 February. You’ll have 1.5 hours. We will have a study session during class time on Tuesday 16 February by zoom, 16:30-17:45.
· Finals: You can do the exam any time 26 April-1 May. You’ll have 2 hours. We will have a study session during class time on 22 April by zoom, 16:30-17:45.


Grading Scale

Points        Grade		 	 Points      Grade		Points      Grade
 100 – 95.0 =  A				 79.9 – 75.0 =  B-		59.9 – 55.0 =  D+
 94.9 – 90.0 =  A-			 74.9 – 70.0 =  C+		54.9 – 50.0 =  D
 89.9 – 85.0 =  B+			 69.9 – 65.0 =  C		49.9 – 0       =  F
 84.9 – 80.0 =  B			 64.9 – 60.0 =  C-			


Course Policies and Procedures:

Make-up Test Procedures - No make-up examinations will be given unless arranged for in advance. It is the student’s responsibility to notify me before the examination is given if they are unable to take the exam and provide an acceptable reason for the absence. Failure to follow this procedure will result in an automatic one-letter grade reduction for the test, and an additional one-letter grade per day missed.

Late Assignments - All assignments are due by midnight on the dates listed in the Course Schedule. Failure to turn in the assignment on time, or to provide prior notification (with acceptable excuse), will result in a 3 point per day grade reduction 

Grade Appeals or Challenges: I am not infallible and may make grading errors. You may then email me to make an appointment to discuss the problem. If you believe there is a miscalculation in your grade feel free to contact me as soon as possible.

If you have a question or concern regarding your performance on an assignment or an exam, you must wait 48 hours after the exam or assignment has been handed back to the class to contact me. You should also present an email statement that concisely expresses a substantive and legitimate reason for the request. “Substantive and legitimate” reasons include a grade miscalculation or a misunderstanding between the instructor and student, specifically in terms of the content of the student’s work. Your appeal will be rejected if it does not satisfy these conditions. You have two weeks to appeal the assignment once the work is handed back to the entire class, and no grade challenges will be entertained afterward. Please also note that if you appeal a grade on an assignment and I decide to reexamine the assignment, the grade may go up or down. It will be treated as a new grade on the assignment, and all aspects of the assignment are open to reexamination.

Communication with the Instructor: If you have any suggestions, comments, and questions
about the course, political science, or graduate school, feel free to email me to set up an appointment to chat. Please allow 24 hours for a response when contacting me during the week, and up to 48 hours on the weekends. I will use email and our Moodle site to communicate with you about course assignments, activities, and any changes to the course schedule or syllabus.

Academic Integrity: Plagiarism and other academic dishonesty/misconduct will not be
tolerated. Cheating and dishonesty on tests/ assignments (using unauthorized sources of information, and/or providing or receiving unauthorized assistance of any form of academic work), and plagiarism (presenting someone else’s material as your own) will result in an F for the assignment, and possible failure of the class and disciplinary action by the university.

It is your responsibility to know and abide by the Student Code of Conduct for Nazarbayev University. Violations of this policy may include, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism (including “patchwriting”), aid of academic dishonesty, fraud check-in, fabrication, and threatening behavior. These instances and other academic dishonesty/misconduct will be handled according to the requirements and procedures in the Student Code of Conduct for Nazarbayev University. Students should also be familiar with the university’s official statement on academic misconduct, plagiarism, cheating, and falsification of documents:

Academic misconduct is an act in which a student:
1. Seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of another without authorization or citation (plagiarism);
2. Uses unauthorized materials or fabricated data in any academic exercise;
3. Forges or falsifies academic documents or records;
4. Intentionally impedes or damages the academic work or others;
5. Engages in conduct aimed at making false representation of any student's academic performance;
6. Engages in any form of cheating on an exam or assignment;
7. Assists other students in any of these acts.

Plagiarism is intentionally or carelessly presenting the work of another as one’s own. It includes submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which has wholly or in part been created by another person. It also includes the presentation of the work, ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgement of sources. Plagiarism occurs when a person:
1. Directly copies one or more sentences of another person’s written work without proper citation. If another writer’s words are used, you must place quotation marks around the quoted material and include a footnote or other indication of the source of the quotation. This includes cut and paste from the internet or other electronic sources;
2. Changes words but copies the sentence structure of a source without giving credit to the original source, or closely paraphrases one or more paragraphs without acknowledgement of the source of the ideas, or uses graphs, figures, drawings, charts or other visual/audio materials without acknowledging the source or the permission of the author;
3. Submits false or altered information in any academic exercise. This may include making up data for an experiment, altering data, citing nonexistent articles, contriving sources, etc.;
4. Turns in all or part of assignment done by another student and claims it as their own;
5. Uses a paper writing service, has another student write a paper, or uses a foreign language translation and submits it as their own original work;
6. In computer programming class, uses computer code written by another student.

Cheating. Cheating harms the very fiber of the University community. Honest students are put at a disadvantage due to the unfairness of the act and the potential that the grading structure of the class may be altered to their disadvantage. Students who cheat do not receive a real education, depriving themselves of the experience of how to learn. Cheating also damages the reputation of the University as well as the fabric of society. Finally, cheating damages the ethics of the individual, teaching them a wrong approach to life that will not be sustainable in their future careers. Cheating occurs when a person:
1. Gains or provides unauthorized access to examination materials;
2. Uses notes, mobile phones, books, calculators or other materials/devices during an examination without the permission of the instructor;
3. Copies from another student’s exam sheet with or without their permission or allow a student to copy from their exam sheet;
4. Obstructs or interferes with another student’s efforts in an academic exercise;
5. States a dishonest reason in a request for an extension for an exam or paper;
6. Continue to write even when time is up during un exam;
7. Talks during an examination period;
8. Asks another student take an examination or quiz;
9. Commits any other action that gives a student an unfair advantage during an examination period or on any assignment being graded for credit;
10. Assists in, facilitates, organizes or arranges any of the above-mentioned actions.



Falsification of documents. Falsification of documents is a form of academic dishonesty that deliberately seeks to misrepresent some aspect of the student. Falsification of Documents occurs when a person:
1. Presents a falsified application form, financial aid form or any other official form submitted to the University;
2. Presents a falsified or misleading medical certificate in order to obtain an excuse for a class absence, examination absence or late work or for any other reasons;
3. Uses a falsified or illegally altered student identification card;
4. Tampers with transcripts or other academic records.











