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Course Description:

· The purpose of this course is to acquaint students with the various types of research methodologies in the political science discipline. This course provides students with an overview of the social scientific process and teaches students how to conduct research like political scientists. In this course, students will learn about how political scientists design research questions, structure projects, and carry out research. At the end of this course, students will utilize their acquired skills to develop a social scientific research design.

Course Objectives:

· This course is designed to provide students with the necessary analytical skills so that they are able to:

· Comprehend the fundamental aspects of how political scientists conduct social science research.
· Understand how to formulate research questions and hypotheses, define concepts, and select cases.
· Develop a research design grounded in the political science discipline that is suitable to carry out.

Course Readings:

· The following textbook is available at the Nazarbayev University Library for students as an e-textbook package. All other assigned readings are available via hyperlink in the syllabus or the NU Library online academic databases. Readings are not available on Moodle. Students need to locate the assigned readings.

· Peter Burnham, Karin Gilland Lutz, Wyn Grant, and Zig Layton-Henry, Research Methods in Politics, 2nd Edition (New York, NY: Palgrave MacMillan, 2008).

Course Requirements:

1. Students are encouraged to participate in class by asking questions. Students are also encouraged to meet with the professor by scheduling an online appointment to discuss course materials. The professor reserves the right to revise listed readings on the syllabus. Students are expected to arrive to class on-time. Please silence phones before class starts. Attendance is mandatory. Lectures will be made available via email.

2. Students will sit for TWO online examinations during the semester. The first online examination will take place on February 19th. The second online examination will take place on March 19th. The first online examination covers all course materials from Weeks 1 to 6 on the syllabus and the second online examination covers all course materials from Weeks 7 to 10 on the syllabus. Students will have the opportunity to pose questions to the professor on course materials (i.e. lectures, text chapters, as well as assigned readings and class exercises) during the review sessions held prior to the online examinations. Online examinations consist of multiple-choice questions as well as define/describe key term questions.

3. The formulation of a research design (RD) constitutes the main assignment for this course. There are SEVEN separate assignments all related to it (Research Question due on January 25th @ 2 PM; Mini-Literature Review due on February 15th @ 2 PM; Hypotheses due on February 26th @ 2 PM; Concepts due on March 5th @ 2 PM; Research Methodology due on March 17th @ 2 PM; Case Study Selections due on April 7th @ 2 PM; and the RD due on April 26th @ 2 PM). Guidelines for these assignments will be discussed in class and posted on Moodle. The research question, mini-literature review, hypotheses, concepts, research methodology, and case studies assignments are each worth 25 points. Failure to submit any of these assignments on time will result in a student receiving a score of 0. The RD is worth 150 points overall. All late RDs will be penalized a full letter grade for EACH DAY after passage of the due date.

4. Students who fall ill on/near the dates of exams/assignments need to contact the professor immediately. Students who fall ill will need to provide SSH administration with a valid medical excuse from a doctor within 3 business days of returning to class in order to sit for a make-up exam or submit a late assignment. Failure to follow directions will result in a student receiving a 0 score for any missed exam or assignment.

5. All students are expected to treat one another with dignity and respect in the classroom. Students are encouraged to voice their opinions on various political issues, albeit in a polite and courteous manner.

Research Design:

· Students’ research designs will be graded by the professor according to the following rubric:

	Grading
	Assessment

	A
135-150 
	Student writes in a very coherent and creative manner; usage of proper citation format; research design adheres to all of the professor’s guidelines; few/no grammatical/spelling errors in student’s work; student references scholarly articles/texts outside of syllabus in the form of a literature review to supplement his/her work; critically analyzes the works of other scholars.

	B
120-134 
	Student writes in an intelligible manner but his/her work is also somewhat lacking in creativity; citation format is evident but not fully consistent either; research design adheres to the professor’s guidelines to a considerable extent; noticeable grammatical/spelling errors; student references some scholarly articles/texts outside of syllabus in the form of a literature review to supplement his/her work; critical analysis of other scholarly works is adequate.

	C
105-119 
	Student barely writes in a satisfactory manner; research design is lacking in terms of adhering to the professor’s guidelines; citation format is inconsistent; grammatical/spelling errors are prevalent; references to scholarly articles/texts outside of syllabus are quite lacking; critical analysis of other scholarly works is inadequate.

	D
90-104 
	Student writes in a non-satisfactory manner; citation format suffers from serious flaws; research design does not adhere to professor’s guidelines; many grammatical/spelling errors; few references to articles/texts outside of syllabus or critical analysis of scholarly works.

	F
0-89
	Student writes in an unintelligible manner; citation format is nearly nonexistent; research design does not adhere to the professor’s guidelines; multiple grammatical/spelling errors; few/no references to scholarly articles/texts outside of syllabus; critical analysis of scholarship is inadequate in scope.



Grading:

	2 Online Examinations
	200 (100 Points per Examination)

	Research Question, Mini-Literature Review, Hypotheses, Concepts, Methodology, Cases Study Selections
	150 (25 Points per Assignment)

	Research Design
	150

	Total
	500 Points



Scale:

	
	A: 475-500
	A-: 450-474

	B+: 425-449
	B: 400-424
	B-: 375-399

	C+: 350-374
	C: 325-349
	C-: 300-324

	D+: 275-299
	D: 250-274
	F: 249 and below



Academic Integrity:

· Students are required to ensure that the work which they submit for grading is their own. Students must provide citations in the form of footnotes when referencing the works of other scholars. Instances of plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a student receiving a score of 0 for any assignment. All instances in which plagiarism is suspected will be referred to SSH for disciplinary committee review. Copying, rephrasing of text w/o citations, and submitting unoriginal work constitutes plagiarism.

Class Schedule:

Week 1: Course Introduction and Understanding Paradigms

Monday (January 11), Wednesday (January 13), and Friday (January 15)

· Burnham et al., pp. 1-37.
· Charles J. Sullivan, “Passing the Torch in Central Asia: Transition Dynamics in Uncertain Times,” Central Asia Bureau for Analytical Reporting (December 2020).

Week 2: Research Puzzles and Theoretical Models

Monday and Wednesday (January 18 and 20)

· Burnham et al., pp. 38-68.

Friday (January 22)

· Scott D. Sagan, “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons? Three Models in Search of a Bomb,” International Security 21.1 (Winter 1996-1997): 54-86.

Week 3: Defining Concepts, Formulating Hypotheses, and Making Comparisons

Monday and Wednesday (January 25 and 27)

· Burnham et al., pp. 69-95.
· Research Question Assignment Due via Moodle on January 25th

Friday (January 29)

· Eric McGlinchey, “The Making of Militants: The State and Islam in Central Asia,” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, and the Middle East 25.3 (2005): 554-566.
· Kathleen Collins, “The Logic of Clan Politics: Evidence from the Central Asian Trajectories,” World Politics 56.2 (January 2004): 224-261.

Week 4: Inference
	
Monday and Wednesday (February 1 and 3)

· Burnham et al., pp. 171-186.
· E. Gene DeFelice, “Causal Inference and Comparative Methods,” Comparative Political Studies 19.3 (1986): 415-437.

Friday (February 5)

· Charles J. Sullivan, “Breaking Down the Man of Steel: Stalin in Russia Today,” Canadian Slavonic Papers/Revue Canadienne Des Slavistes 55.3-4 (September/December 2013): 449-480.

Week 5: Case Studies

Monday and Wednesday (February 8 and 10)

· John Gerring, “What Is a Case Study and What Is It Good for?” American Political Science Review 98.2 (May 2004): 341-354.
· Edward Schatz, “The Soft-Authoritarian Tool Kit: Agenda-Setting Power in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan,” Comparative Politics 41.2 (January 2009): 203-222.

Friday (February 12)

· Benjamin Smith, “Life of the Party: The Origins of Regime Breakdown and Persistence Under Single-Party Rule,” World Politics 57.3 (April 2005): 421-451.

Week 6: Description vs. Analysis and Online Examination 1

Monday and Wednesday (February 15 and 17)

· Charles J. Sullivan, “Neutrality in Perpetuity: Foreign Policy Continuity in Turkmenistan,” Asian Affairs 51.4 (2020): 779-794.
· Charles J. Sullivan, “Embattled Authoritarians: Continuity and Collapse in Central and Southwest Asia,” Asian Security 16.3 (2020): 363-378.
· Mini-Literature Review Assignment Due via Moodle on February 15th

Friday (February 19)

· 1st Online Examination (Due by 5 PM via Moodle)

Week 7: Surveys and Focus Groups

Monday and Wednesday (February 22 and 24)

· Burnham et al., pp. 96-137.
· Charles J. Sullivan, “Misruling the Masses: The Consequences of Cracking Down in Kyrgyzstan,” Nationalities Papers 47.4 (2019): 628-646.

Friday (February 26)

· Henry E. Brady, “Contributions of Survey Research to Political Science,” Political Science and Politics 33.1 (March 2000): 47-57.
· David L. Morgan, “Focus Groups,” Annual Review of Sociology 22 (1996): 129-152.
· Hypotheses Assignment Due via Moodle on February 26th

Week 8: Content Analysis and Documentary/Archival Research

Monday and Wednesday (March 1 and 3)

· Burnham et al., pp. 187-212.
· Valdimir V. Putin, “A Plea for Caution from Russia,” The New York Times, September 11, 2013.

Friday (March 5)

· Justin Grimmer and Brandon M. Stewart, “Text as Data: The Promise and Pitfalls of Automatic Content Analysis Methods for Political Texts,” Political Analysis 21.3 (2013): 267-297.
· Concepts Assignment Due on March 5th

Week 9: Interviews and Process Tracing

Wednesday and Friday (March 10 and 12)

· Burnham et al., pp. 231-247.
· Sheri Berman, “Civil Society and the Collapse of the Weimar Republic,” World Politics 49.3 (April 1997): 401-429.

Week 10: Interviews and Process Tracing (cont’d) and Online Examination 2

Monday and Wednesday (March 15 and 17)

· Christopher Layne, “Kant or Cant: The Myth of the Democratic Peace,” International Security 19.2 (Autumn 1994): 5-49.
· Research Methodology Assignment Due via Moodle on March 17th

Friday (March 19)

· 2nd Online Examination (Due by 5 PM via Moodle)

Week 11: Research Ethics and Human Subjects

Monday and Wednesday (March 29 and 31)

· Burnham et al., pp. 282-303.

Friday (April 2)

· Lee Ann Fuji, “Research Ethics 101: Dilemmas and Responsibilities,” Political Science and Politics 45.4 (October 2012): 717-723.
· Caleb Wall and John Overton, “Unethical Ethics? Applying Research Ethics in Uzbekistan,” Development in Practice 16.1 (February 2006): 62-67.

Week 12: “Bridging the Gap” Between Social Scientific Research and Public Policy

Monday and Wednesday (April 5 and 7)

· Burnham et al., pp. 305-324
· Case Study Selections Assignment Due via Moodle on April 7th

Friday (April 9)

· P.T. Jackson, S. Peterson, C. Weaver, J. Goldgeier, P.C. Avey, and M.C. Desch, The Academic and Policy Worlds: Reflections on a Divide (International Studies Quarterly Online Symposium, June 29, 2017).

Weeks 13 and 14: Political Science Job Market Opportunities (Readings to be Assigned by Professor)

Monday, Wednesday Friday (April 12, 14, 16) AND Monday, Wednesday Friday (April 19, 21, 23)
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