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PLS 431/531 
Politics and Governance of the Russian Federation: AKA Adventures in Russian Federalism
Spring 2021
Tuesday/Thursday 9:00-10:15, online
Prof. Caress Schenk
Office: 6.106, Office phone: x5918, Email: cschenk@nu.edu.kz, personal Zoom office: https://nu-edu-kz.zoom.us/j/3874036794, Meeting ID: 387 403 6794
Office Hours: Tuesday 9:00-10:15 on Zoom, or by appointment. 
Our course Zoom link is: https://nu-edu-kz.zoom.us/j/96426701069, Meeting ID: 964 2670 1069

Course objectives and structure: This course analyzes Russian politics in comparative perspective. The goal of the course is to bring together the key theoretical concepts of comparative politics, current scholarly research on Russia, and current events, trends and perspectives. The course operates on three levels in terms of ideas and concepts: theories of comparative politics, scholarship on Russian politics, and current events in Russian politics and society. Each week there will be readings that target the first two levels. Students will be responsible for bringing in the third level. We will look at Russia through the lenses of institutions (i.e. the constitution, executive, legislature, federal system), political economy, state-society relations, and identity. We will assess how international scholars approach the study of Russia and how that fits into the study of comparative politics. Students will then take the theoretical concepts and apply them to current events related to domestic politics in Russia. 

For Spring 2021, we will be looking at all of the topics on the syllabus with an aim of analyzing the research question: “has the COVID-19 crisis changed Russian federalism?” Each student will be assigned to a region of Russia with the goal of gaining expertise on the local politics of that region. You should follow the news in that region, get to know the political actors, and learn the COVID-19 policies. 

Course aims:
1) to build critical thinking skills
2) to apply Comparative Politics theory to current events
3) to understand and evaluate the literature on Russian Politics
4) to build on skills and knowledge gained in previous PSIR classes and reflect this in all written work 

Course learning outcomes:
By the end of the course the student will be expected to be able to:
1) Students will be able to make their own evidenced-based arguments 
2) Students will be able to listen to and be tolerant of different ideas
3) Students will be able to present their ideas and the information in an appropriate format
4) Students will be able to synthesize arguments within Comparative Politics and apply them to the study of Russia.



Final Grades will be comprised of: 

Undergraduate students (PLS 431)
Participation: 				10%		
Current events memos (3):		15%
Current events memo presentations:	15% 
Film response paper:		 	5%
Research paper:			35%
Final exam (take-home): 		20%

Graduate students (PLS 531)
Participation: 				10%
Current events memos (3):		15%
Current events memo presentations:	15% 
Book review: 				15%
Research paper: 			25%
Final exam (take-home)		20%

Grading scale 
	A
	95-100
	Excellent, exceeds the highest standards in the assignment or course

	A-
	90-94.9
	Excellent; meets the highest standards for the assignment or course

	B+
	85-89.9
	Very good; meets high standards for the assignment or course

	B
	80-84.9
	Good; meets most of the standards for the assignment or course

	B-
	75-79.9
	More than adequate; shows some reasonable command of the material

	C+
	70-74.9
	Acceptable; meets basic standards for the assignment or course

	C
	65-69.9
	Acceptable; meets some of the basic standards for the assignment or course

	C-
	60-64.9
	Acceptable, while falling short of meeting basic standards in several ways

	D+
	55-59.9
	Minimally acceptable

	D
	50-54.9
	Minimally acceptable; lowest passing

	F
	0-49.9
	Did not satisfy the basic requirements of the course



Course meetings
The course will be a hybrid course with synchronous Zoom meetings and asynchronous activities. Zoom meetings will be held on Thursdays at the scheduled course time: 9:00-10:15. All students should attend all Zoom meetings with their cameras on. All meetings will be recorded and posted on Moodle. Meeting recordings are PRIVATE and should not be shared outside our class. If you aren’t able to attend a Zoom meeting for whatever reason, you should a) let Prof. Schenk know BEFORE the meeting, b) watch the recording, c) write a one-page (single-spaced) reflection based on the recording addressing one of the key questions under discussion.  

Attendance will be taken at each class meeting.  More than two unexcused absences (see above) will result in a 5% deduction of the final grade.  Missing class without prior permission from the instructor or without a written excuse will be deemed an unexcused absence.  Absences due to religious observances or university events must be negotiated with the instructor prior to missing class.  Students who arrive late, leave early, or are disruptive in class will be counted absent.

Learning through participation is a key goal for this course. This course will be discussion-driven, so you need to come to class prepared to interact and reflect on the things you have read. You must prepare to discuss each reading. In class, you will be expected to have a copy of the reading with you that you can refer to. You need to refer to specific page numbers. You need to know the name of each author so you can refer to them as you go. The participation grade includes attendance, being involved in class discussions based on the readings and lectures, and being an active participant in all class activities. An A for participation requires: regular attendance and contribution to the learning environment of the course by asking thoughtful questions (in response to readings, lectures and class discussions), offering comments on course material that show insightful reflection, analysis of material and synthesis of concepts, demonstrating an ability to link theory to cases and current events, etc. To receive a B for participation, students must: attend regularly and show a mastery of assigned readings. A participation grade of C will be assigned for regular attendance without the above-stated contributions to class discussions. Students will receive a D for participation for excessive absences regardless of the quality of contributions to class discussions. 

Current events memos will follow the topics on the syllabus and are due on Tuesday at 9:00. Each student should write 3 memos and give 3 corresponding presentations across three different units of the course (sign up here). As much as possible, these memos and presentations should draw from the regional experience in your assigned Russian region. Up to six students per week can choose to write a current events memo related to the topics of the day (3 per topic, maximum). Each memo should be written independently and should discuss a different current event (you will therefore need to agree with other students presenting on that day about what you will write about). Current events must be about DOMESTIC events in Russia. Issues related to foreign affairs will receive an automatic zero. Memos should give a current events perspective on the more theoretical approach given in the readings.  Therefore in order to write an effective memo, the course readings (on the syllabus) should be read well in advance of the presentation day. They should make a precise, logical, and evidence-based argument about why a particular event in Russia (drawn from news sources within the past year) demonstrates a particular theoretical concept (either a core concept of Comparative Politics, a theoretical debate going on within scholarship on Russia, or both). Memos should be 2 pages single spaced (1,000-1,200 words).

Current events memo presentations will consist of video recordings shared with the class. Written memos will be distributed to the class Tuesday at 9:00 and video presentations (5-7 minutes) are due Tuesdays at 17.00. I recommend opening up a Zoom room and recording your session, then uploading to YouTube for ease of use. Thursday Zoom sessions will begin with a Q and A session on the Tuesday memos and presentations. During the Q and A, the class will ask questions about how well the current event presented fits the theoretical concept being demonstrated. Participation in the Q and A session is mandatory and will be reflected in participation grades (see above). Presenters will also be expected to each pose a question for discussion related to the readings on the syllabus (please include question in the Tuesday video) and guide the class in a discussion of a key concept from the readings (in the Zoom session on Thursday). This should be a natural extension of the current events memo/presentation, and therefore does not aim to summarize the readings, but rather highlight why a particular concept is interesting and worth discussing. After the presentations, Q and A, and discussion, verbal feedback will be given on all parts of the exercise.

Each student will write a subject paper of 6-8 single spaced pages (3,000-5,000 words) (graduate students: 10-12 pages, 7,000-10,000 words) related the course research question “has the COVID-19 crisis changed Russian federalism?” and focusing on the Russian region assigned/selected. Papers should include at least 20 scholarly sources (please feel free to use sources listed on the syllabus, as appropriate, as well as Russian-language sources in scholarly journals). You will want to discuss regional-Kremlin relations both before and since the COVID-19 crisis. Regional overviews (a description of relevant local news sources and key political actors) are due February 15, outlines and a list of literature due March 1, rough drafts due April 1, peer review due April 15, and final drafts due April 27. 

The final exam will be comprehensive. It will focus on bringing together theories of comparative politics with the study of Russian politics by contemporary scholars. The final exam will be take home and will be due May 5 at 23:59.

Graduate students will complete a book review of 1,000 words that can be submitted to a journal for publication. Books should be published no later than 2018. You are welcome to choose the book, though here are some suggestions (in addition to any of the books on the syllabus): 
· Greene, Samuel A., and Graeme B. Robertson. Putin v. the People: The Perilous Politics of a Divided Russia. Yale University Press, 2019.
· Sharafutdinova, Gulnaz. The Red Mirror: Putin's Leadership and Russia's Insecure Identity. Oxford University Press, 2020.
· Szakonyi, David. Politics for Profit: Business, Elections, and Policymaking in Russia. Cambridge University Press, 2020.
· Kaczmarska, Katarzyna. Making Global Knowledge in Local Contexts: The Politics of International Relations and Policy Advice in Russia. Routledge, 2020.
· Yaffa, Joshua. Between Two Fires: Truth, Ambition, and Compromise in Putin's Russia. Tim Duggan Books, 2020.
The required reading for this course can be found in the textbooks, via weblinks in the syllabus, and on Moodle. Each week, you can expect to have a theoretical reading from the comparative politics literature (which may not be related to Russia), and a reading from current scholarship that looks at Russia. Additional (recommended) readings should be completed by students giving presentations that day.
· Textbooks 
· Reisinger, Russia’s Regions and Comparative Subnational Politics (Reisinger) 
· Routledge Handbook of Russian Politics and Society (RPS)
· Routledge Handbook of Comparative Political Institutions (CPI)
· The Oxford Handbook of the Russian Economy (RE) (accessible through library e-resources)
· Reading load: You will be expected to read a number of pages for each class session.  Please plan ahead (download articles, look at the length of each reading, etc.) so you have ample time to prepare. You must keep up with the reading so that you can be an active part of class discussions.
· Additional resources to support your research and course assignments: 
· https://www.mcgill.ca/federalism/federalism-covid-19-pandemic
· PONARS

Class policies
· You should follow all instructions specified in the syllabus. 
· Your camera should be on for all Zoom sessions. If you have technical difficulties and cannot turn your camera on, you must provide Prof. Schenk with a written explanation of the situation via email. You should also post a recent picture of yourself as your Zoom picture so that your face (picture) is visible.
· All assignments should be submitted in class or on Moodle unless otherwise specified. Assignments submitted via email will not be accepted. Keep in mind that when you submit assignments to Moodle, you should not wait until the last minute because the system sometimes gets overloaded. 
· All written assignments must use Times New Roman font, size 12, single-spaced. Margins must be 1 inch.  All citations must adhere to the American Political Science Association Style Manual (http://www.apsanet.org/files/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf). 
· While you are welcome to email anytime about any issue you may be having in the class, please use proper email etiquette. Do not start your email “Hey Dr. Schenk,” or “Hey” or “Professor” or “Mrs. Schenk” or without a salutation. Instead, “Dear Dr. Schenk,” or “Dear Professor Schenk,” should be used for initial contact. I will not answer emails that use an improper salutation.
· I will also not answer emails that can be answered by looking at the syllabus.
· Late assignments turned in more than 30 minutes late on the due date will receive half credit. Assignments turned in past the due date will receive no credit.
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated including self-plagiarism (submitting the same assignment to multiple courses/professors). Any plagiarism will result in an automatic zero for the assignment and will be reported to the dean to be placed on your permanent record. Violations could result in an F for the course. 
· Cheating will not be tolerated. Any behavior that even hints of cheating will be reported to the school disciplinary committee and will result in an automatic F for the assignment and/or course. 
· I reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus as needed, including adding and subtracting assignments and changing due dates. I will notify you in class or via email about changes (this means you are responsible for checking your email and for being in class to hear about changes).

Course Outline
Meeting one, January 14	 Russian Federalism in Comparative Politics 
· Culpepper, Pepper D. "Single country studies and comparative politics." Italian Politics & Society 60 (2005): 2-5. 
· Lichbach, Mark I. and Alan S. Zuckerman. 2009. Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 2.
· Reisinger, chapter 1
· RPS, chapter 5 
· Obydenkova, Anastassia, and Wilfried Swenden. "Autocracy-sustaining versus democratic federalism: Explaining the divergent trajectories of territorial politics in Russia and Western Europe." Territory, Politics, Governance 1, no. 1 (2013): 86-112.

Watch the film Карп Отмороженный
Writing assignment: write a 1,000 word paper that explores the film’s portrayal of state (bureaucratic) power in the lives of its citizens. Due January 17, 23:59.

Unit 1
STATE INSTITUTIONS and ACTORS

Meeting two, January 21	Soviet Legacies: Institutions and Culture
Transition toward/away from democracy? Hybrid regime? Competitive Authoritarianism? What is the best framework for assessing Russia?	

Topic 1: Soviet Legacies: Institutions and Culture
· Wittenberg, Jason. "Conceptualizing historical legacies." East European Politics and Societies 29, no. 2 (2015): 366-378. (MOODLE)
· Moses, Joel. "Russian Center-Periphery Relations from Khrushchev to Putin, 1957-2018." Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization 27, no. 2 (2019): 215-236. (MOODLE)

Recommended:
· Nelson, Todd H. "History as ideology: the portrayal of Stalinism and the Great Patriotic War in contemporary Russian high school textbooks." Post-Soviet Affairs 31, no. 1 (2015): 37-65. 
· Sullivan, Charles J. "Breaking Down the Man of Steel: Stalin in Russia Today." Canadian Slavonic Papers 55, no. 3-4 (2013): 449-480.
· Lee, Moonyoung. "Nostalgia as a Feature of" Glocalization": Use of the Past in Post-Soviet Russia." Post-Soviet Affairs 27, no. 2 (2011): 158-177.
· Stalin Gaining Popularity in Putin’s Russia 

Current events memos/presentations: 

Topic 2: Transition toward/away from democracy? Hybrid regime? Competitive Authoritarianism? What is the best framework for assessing Russia?
· Levitsky, Steven, and Lucan A. Way. "Elections without democracy: The rise of competitive authoritarianism." Journal of democracy 13, no. 2 (2002): 51-65. (MOODLE)
· Smyth, Regina. Elections, Protest, and Authoritarian Regime Stability: Russia 2008–2020. Cambridge University Press, 2020. Chapter 1 (MOODLE)
· Reisinger, chapter 9.

Recommended:
· Guriev, Sergei, and Daniel Treisman. "A theory of informational autocracy." Journal of Public Economics 186 (2020): 104158.
· Treisman, Daniel, ed. The New Autocracy: Information, Politics, and Policy in Putin's Russia. Brookings Institution Press, 2018.
· Carothers, Thomas. "The end of the transition paradigm." Journal of democracy 13, no. 1 (2002): 5-21.
· Gilbert, Leah, and Payam Mohseni. "Beyond authoritarianism: The conceptualization of hybrid regimes." Studies in Comparative International Development 46, no. 3 (2011): 270.

Current events memos/presentations: 	

Meeting three, January 28	Institutions: federalism

· Chebankova, Elena. "Adaptive federalism and federation in Putin's Russia." Europe-Asia Studies 60, no. 6 (2008): 989-1009. (MOODLE)
· Baranov, Alexey, Egor Malkov, Leonid Polishchuk, Michael Rochlitz, and Georgiy Syunyaev. "How (not) to measure Russian regional institutions." Russian Journal of Economics 1, no. 2 (2015): 154-181. (MOODLE)
· Reisinger, chapters 2-3
· The Curious Case of State-Driven Regionalism in the Russian Far East

Recommended: 
· Steen, Anton. Political elites and the new Russia: The power basis of Yeltsin's and Putin's regimes. Routledge, 2004. Chapter 6.
· Sharlet, Robert, and Gordon Smith, eds. Russia and its constitution: promise and political reality. BRILL, 2007. Chapter 2.
· Herd, Graeme P. "Russia and the Politics of Putinism'." Journal of Peace Research 38, no. 1 (2001): 107-112.
· RPS, chapters 12-14 
· CPI, chapter 15
· Moses, Joel. "Russian Mayors Embattled." Russian Analytical Digest 139 (2013): 12-14. 
· Blakkisrud, Helge. "Governing the governors: legitimacy vs. control in the reform of the Russian regional executive." East European Politics 31, no. 1 (2015): 104-121. 

Current events memos/presentations: 

Meeting four, February 4	Institutions: the executive (vs. the actor: Putin)
Institutions: the bureaucracy

Topic 1: Institutions: the executive (vs. the actor: Putin)
· Cheibub, José Antonio, Zachary Elkins, and Tom Ginsburg. "Beyond presidentialism and parliamentarism." British Journal of Political Science (2014): 515-544. (MOODLE)
· Remington, Thomas F. Presidential decrees in Russia: A comparative perspective. Cambridge University Press, 2014. Chapter 1 (MOODLE)
· http://www.ponarseurasia.org/memo/putins-popularity-real 

Recommended:
· Greene, Samuel A., and Graeme B. Robertson. Putin v. the People: The Perilous Politics of a Divided Russia. Yale University Press, 2019.
· http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/putins-popularity-explained-14609 
· http://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2016/01/05/putins_fragile_popularity_108855.html 
· http://carnegie.ru/commentary/2015/12/18/no-longer-people-s-president-new-putin/in97

Current events memos/presentations: 

Topic 2: Institutions: the bureaucracy
· CPI, chapter 16 
· RPS, chapter 15 

Recommended:
· Rowney, Don, and Eugene Huskey, eds. Russian bureaucracy and the state: officialdom from Alexander III to Vladimir Putin. Springer, 2009. Chapters 13-15.
· Alexander Kalgin (2016) Implementation of Performance Management in Regional Government in Russia: Evidence of Data Manipulation, Public Management Review, 18:1, 110-138, DOI: 10.1080/14719037.2014.965271.

Current events memos/presentations: 


Meeting five, February 11	Institutions: legislatures, parties and elections
	Institutions: Constitutions

Topic 1: Institutions: legislatures, parties and elections
· CPI, chapter 9 
· Clark, Terry D., and Jill N. Wittrock. "Presidentialism and the effect of electoral law in postcommunist systems: Regime type matters." Comparative Political Studies 38, no. 2 (2005): 171-188. (MOODLE)
· Reisinger, chapters 4-5. 

Recommended:
· CPI, chapter 10-12 
· RPS, chapters 8-10
· Forrat, Natalia. "Shock-Resistant Authoritarianism: Schoolteachers and Infrastructural State Capacity in Putin's Russia." Comparative Politics 50, no. 3 (2018): 417-449.
· Harvey, Cole J. "Changes in the menu of manipulation: Electoral fraud, ballot stuffing, and voter pressure in the 2011 Russian election." Electoral studies 41 (2016): 105-117.
· Clark, William A. "Boxing Russia: executive-legislative powers and the categorization of Russia's regime type." Demokratizatsiya 19, no. 1 (2010): 5.

Topic 2: Institutions: constitutions
· CPI, chapter 8
· Partlett, William. "Russia's 2020 Constitutional Amendments: A Comparative Perspective." U of Melbourne Legal Studies Research Paper 887 (2020). (MOODLE)
Recommended: 
· RPS, chapter 6
[bookmark: _Hlk525291826]
Current events memos/presentations: 

Meeting six, February 18	Informal institutions: pathological or functional?
· Helmke, Gretchen, and Steven Levitsky. "Informal institutions and comparative politics: A research agenda." Perspectives on politics 2, no. 4 (2004): 725-740. (MOODLE)
· RPS, chapter 31 
· Ledeneva, Alena, ed. Global Encyclopaedia of Informality. UCL Press, 2018. Chapters 6.30, 8 Introduction, 8.5, 8.11 (MOODLE)
· Schenk, Caress. Why control immigration?: Strategic uses of migration management in Russia. University of Toronto Press, 2018. Chapter 2 (MOODLE)

Recommended:
· CPI, chapter 5 
· RE, “Russian Corruption” 
· Torniainen, Tatu Juhani, and Olli Juhani Saastamoinen. "Formal and informal institutions and their hierarchy in the regulation of the forest lease in Russia." Forestry: An International Journal of Forest Research 80, no. 5 (2007): 489-501.
· Hale, Henry E. Patronal politics: Eurasian regime dynamics in comparative perspective. Cambridge University Press, 2014.

Current events memos/presentations: 
		
Unit 2:
THE PUBLIC: political participation and state-society relations

Meeting seven, February 25 	Political culture and political participation
	Civil society

Topic 1: Political culture and political participation
· Elkins, David J., and Richard EB Simeon. "A Cause in Search of Its Effect, or What Does Political Culture Explain?." In Culture and Politics, pp. 21-38. Palgrave Macmillan, New York, 2000. (MOODLE)
· Gorgulu, Nisan, Gulnaz Sharafutdinova, and Jevgenijs Steinbuks. "Political Dividends of Digital Participatory Governance: Evidence from Moscow Pothole Management." (2020). 

Recommended:
· Lussier, Danielle N. "Contacting and complaining: political participation and the failure of democracy in Russia." Post-Soviet Affairs 27, no. 3 (2011): 289-325. 
· Spencer, Sarah Busse. "Culture as structure in emerging civic organizations in Russia." Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly 40, no. 6 (2011): 1073-1091. 
· Salmenniemi, Suvi. "Struggling for citizenship: civic participation and the state in Russia." Demokratizatsiya 18, no. 4 (2010): 309. 
· Stuvøy, Kirsti. "‘The Foreign Within’: State–Civil Society Relations in Russia." Europe-Asia Studies (2020): 1-22.
· Fröhlich, Christian, and Yulia Skokova. "Two for One: Public Welfare and Regime Legitimacy Through State Funding for CSOs in Russia." VOLUNTAS: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations (2020): 1-12.
· Leonard, Carol, Zafar Nazarov, and Lev Jakobson. "Do Voluntary Associations Matter for the Spread of Civic Activism in Russia? Matching Technique Applied to Survey Data." Social Science Quarterly 101, no. 1 (2020): 183-200.

Current events memos/presentations: 

Topic 2: Civil society
· Foley, Michael W., and Bob Edwards. "The paradox of civil society." Journal of democracy 7, no. 3 (1996): 38-52. 
· RPS, chapter 30
· Salamon, Lester M., Yulia Skokova, and Irina Krasnopolskaya. "Subnational Variations in Civil Society Development: The Surprising Case of Russia." Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly (2020): 0899764020914400. (MOODLE)

Recommended:
· Greene, Samuel A. Moscow in movement: power and opposition in Putin's Russia. Stanford University Press, 2014. Chapters 1, 2, and 4 (accessible through the library’s electronic resources)
· Robertson, Graeme B. "Managing society: protest, civil society, and regime in Putin's Russia." Slavic Review 68, no. 3 (2009): 528-547.
· Oxford Handbook of Civil Society (accessible through the library’s electronic resources)

Current events memos/presentations: 

Meeting eight, March 4	Political opposition and the regime’s response
Resisting the state: the politics of protest

Topic 1: Political opposition and the regime’s response
· Turovsky, Rostislav. "Opposition parties in hybrid regimes: between repression and co-optation: The case of Russia's regions." Perspectives on European politics and society 15, no. 1 (2014): 68-87. (MOODLE)
· Gel'man, Vladimir. "The politics of fear: how the Russian regime confronts its opponents." Russian Politics & Law 53, no. 5-6 (2015): 6-26.

Recommended: 
· Gainous, Jason, Kevin M. Wagner, and Charles E. Ziegler. "Digital media and political opposition in authoritarian systems: Russia’s 2011 and 2016 Duma elections." Democratization 25, no. 2 (2018): 209-226.
· White, David. "Political opposition in Russia: the challenges of mobilisation and the political–civil society nexus." East European Politics 31, no. 3 (2015): 314-325.
· Sanovich, Sergey, Denis Stukal, and Joshua A. Tucker. "Turning the virtual tables: Government strategies for addressing online opposition with an application to Russia." Comparative Politics 50, no. 3 (2018): 435-482.
· https://newrepublic.com/article/113929/aleksei-navalny-trial-blogger-gets-five-years-jail 
· Nemtsov, “Winter Olympics in the Subtropics” http://www.putin-itogi.ru/zimnyaya-olimpiada-v-subtropikax/
· Browse https://navalny.com/ 
· http://www.ponarseurasia.org/memo/putin%E2%80%99s-crackdown-sources-instruments-and-challenges 

Current events memos/presentations: 

Topic 2: Resisting the state: the politics of protest
· Tarrow, Sidney G. Power in movement: Social movements and contentious politics. Cambridge University Press, 2011. Chapter 1 (also see preface and introduction) (MOODLE)
· Lankina, Tomila, and Katerina Tertytchnaya. "Protest in electoral autocracies: a new dataset." Post-Soviet Affairs 36, no. 1 (2020): 20-36. (MOODLE)

Recommended: 
· Lankina, Tomila V. It’s not all negative: Russian media’s flexible coverage of protest as a regime survival strategy. No. 449. PONARS Eurasia , Washington, DC, USA, 2016 (MOODLE)
· Greene, Samuel A. Moscow in movement: power and opposition in Putin's Russia. Stanford University Press, 2014. Chapter 7
· http://www.ponarseurasia.org/memo/daring-protest-when-why-and-how-russia%E2%80%99s-citizens-engage-street-protest
· http://www.ponarseurasia.org/memo/political-protest-and-regime-opposition-dynamics-russia
· https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/emil-pain/from-protests-to-pogroms

Current events memos/presentations: 

Meeting nine, March 11	Public opinion, does it matter? Legitimacy, the social contract, and the power of populism
Views of the state and state-society relations: studies of law enforcement and migration

Topic 1: Public opinion, does it matter? Legitimacy, the social contract, and the power of populism
· Wengle, Susanne, and Christine Evans. "Symbolic state-building in contemporary Russia." Post-Soviet Affairs 34, no. 6 (2018): 384-411. (MOODLE)
· Greene, Samuel A., and Graeme Robertson. "Affect and Autocracy: Emotions and Attitudes in Russia after Crimea." Perspectives on Politics, forthcoming (2020). (MOODLE)

Recommended: 
· Person, Robert. "Potholes, pensions, and public opinion: the politics of blame in Putin's power vertical." Post-Soviet Affairs 31, no. 5 (2015): 420-447.
· Bertrand, Eva. "Disaster, communication and legitimization of power in Russia: The case of the forest fires in summer 2010." The Soviet and Post-Soviet Review 40, no. 2 (2013): 260-286.
· Greene, Samuel A. "From Boom to Bust: Hardship, Mobilization & Russia's Social Contract." Daedalus 146, no. 2 (2017): 113-127.
· http://www.kyivpost.com/opinion/op-ed/alexei-bayer-does-the-success-of-russian-propaganda-matter-388745.html
· http://www.forbes.com/sites/paulcoyer/2014/12/31/does-public-opinion-matter-to-authoritarian-leaders/#1d2805f3123b  

Current events memos/presentations: 

Topic 2: Views of the state and state-society relations: studies of law enforcement and migration	
· Taylor, Brian D. State building in Putin’s Russia: Policing and coercion after communism. Cambridge University Press, 2011. Chapter 1 (MOODLE)
· Schenk, Caress. Why control immigration?: Strategic uses of migration management in Russia. University of Toronto Press, 2018. Chapter 1 (MOODLE)

Recommended
· Greene, Samuel A. "Running to stand still: aggressive immobility and the limits of power in Russia." Post-Soviet Affairs 34, no. 5 (2018): 333-347.
Current events memos/presentations: 

Meeting ten, March 18	National identity: where does it come from? What does the government do with it?
· Gerber, Theodore P. "Beyond Putin? Nationalism and xenophobia in Russian public opinion." The Washington Quarterly 37, no. 3 (2014): 113-134. (MOODLE)
· Laruelle, Marlene. Russian nationalism: Imaginaries, doctrines, and political battlefields. Routledge, 2018. Introduction (MOODLE)
· Reisinger, chapter 6.
· Alexseev, Mikhail A., and Henry E. Hale. "Rallying’round the leader more than the flag: Changes in Russian nationalist public opinion 2013–14." In Kolstø, Pal, and Helge Blakkisrud. The new Russian nationalism. Edinburgh University Press, 2016.
Recommended
· Laruelle, Marlene. "Is nationalism a force for change in Russia?." Daedalus 146, no. 2 (2017): 89-100.
· Chapman, Hannah S., Kyle L. Marquardt, Yoshiko M. Herrera, and Theodore P. Gerber. "Xenophobia on the rise? Temporal and regional trends in xenophobic attitudes in Russia." Comparative Politics 50, no. 3 (2018): 381-394.
· Kolstø, Pål, and Helge Blakkisrud. Russia before and after Crimea: Nationalism and identity 2010-17. Edinburgh University press limited, 2018.

No meeting March 25. Spring Break.

Unit 3: 
POLITICAL ECONOMY: Kremlin Capitalism

Meeting eleven, April 1 	Transitions from command to market to state economy
				Big business (the oligarchs)

Topic 1: Transitions from command to market to state economy
· RE, “Command Economy and its Legacy”
· Alami, Ilias, and Adam D. Dixon. "State capitalism (s) redux? Theories, tensions, controversies." Competition & Change 24, no. 1 (2020): 70-94.

Recommended:
· RE, “Russia’s Economic Transformation” 
· RPS, chapters 21-23

Current events memos/presentations: 

Topic 2: Big business (economic elites and the state)
· Szakonyi, David. Politics for Profit: Business, Elections, and Policymaking in Russia. Cambridge University Press, 2020. Introduction (MOODLE)
· Markus, Stanislav. "The Atlas That has Not Shrugged: Why Russia's Oligarchs are an Unlikely Force for Change." Daedalus 146, no. 2 (2017): 101-112.

Recommended: 
· Chepurenko, Alexander. "Small family business in Russia: formal or informal?." International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy (2018).
· Rochlitz, Michael. "Violent pressure on business and the size of the informal economy: evidence from Russian regions." In The Informal Economy in Global Perspective, pp. 173-193. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, 2017.
· Vasileva, Alexandra. "Trapped in informality: The big role of small firms in Russia’s statist-patrimonial capitalism." New Political Economy 23, no. 3 (2018): 314-330.
· RPS, chapter 24
· Grigoriev, Ivan S., and Kirill Zhirkov. "Do political connections make businesspeople richer? Evidence from Russia, 2003–2010." Research & Politics 7, no. 4 (2020): 2053168020979434.
Current events memos/presentations: 

Meeting twelve, April 8	

Economics for the everyman: how to thrive in the Russian economy
· Morris, Jeremy. "The informal economy and post-socialism: imbricated perspectives on labor, the state, and social embeddedness." Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization 27, no. 1 (2019): 9-30.
· Berenson, Marc P. Taxes and Trust: From Coercion to Compliance in Poland, Russia and Ukraine. Cambridge University Press, 2018. Chapters 1 and 6 (MOODLE)
· Gans-Morse, Jordan. Property rights in post-Soviet Russia. Cambridge University Press, 2017. Chapter 8 (MOODLE)
· Ledeneva, Alena, ed. Global Encyclopaedia of Informality, Volume 1: Towards Understanding of Social and Cultural Complexity. UCL Press, 2018. Chapters 1.1, 2.9, 5.13, 5.29 (MOODLE)

Current events memos/presentations: 

UNIT 4: 
Public Policy as State-Society Relations

Meeting thirteen, April 15	Migration
				Agriculture			

Topic 1: Migration	
· Schenk, Caress. 2020 The Migration Extremism Fallacy. https://oxussociety.org/the-migration-extremism-fallacy/ 
· Schenk, Caress. 2019. “The crisis mentality of Russian migration management.” Oxford Handbook of Migration Crises, Cecilia Menjívar, Marie Ruiz, and Immanuel Ness, eds. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
· Eraliev, Sherzod, and Rustamjon Urinboyev. "Precarious Times for Central Asian Migrants in Russia." Current History (2020).
· Libman, Alexander, and Anastassia V. Obydenkova. "Proletarian Internationalism in action? Communist legacies and attitudes towards Migrants in Russia." Problems of Post-Communism 67, no. 4-5 (2020): 402-416.

Recommended
· Bashirov, “Between Strong and Weak Securitization” in Eurasia on the Move http://centralasiaprogram.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/migration_final_print.pdf

Current events memos/presentations: 
Topic 2: Agriculture and Food Policy 
· Kvartiuk, Vasyl, and Thomas Herzfeld. "Redistributive Politics in Russia: The Political Economy of Agricultural Subsidies." Comparative Economic Studies (2020): 1-30.
· Wengle, Susanne A. "The new plenty; why are some post‐Soviet farms thriving?." Governance 33, no. 4 (2020): 915-933.
· Wegren, Stephen K. "Food policy in Russia." Reference Module in Food Science 1 (2016).
Recommended:
· Rada, Nicholas, William Liefert, and Olga Liefert. "Evaluating agricultural productivity and policy in Russia." Journal of Agricultural Economics 71, no. 1 (2020): 96-117.
Current events memos/presentations: 

Meeting fourteen, April 22	Healthcare, COVID-19 and Course Wrapup

· Makarychev, Andrey, Maria Goes, and Anna Kuznetsova. "The Covid Biopolitics in Russia: Putin’s Sovereignty versus Regional Governmentality." Mezinárodní vztahy 55, no. 4 (2020): 31-47.
· RPS, Chapter 34.
· Rosenberg, Dina, Vladimir Kozlov, and Alexander Libman. "Political regimes, income and health: Evidence from sub-national comparative method." Social science research 72 (2018): 20-37.
· Khmelnitskaya, Marina. "Socio-economic Development and the Politics of Expertise in Putin’s Russia: The ‘Hollow Paradigm’ Perspective." Europe-Asia Studies (2020): 1-22.

Current events memos/presentations: 



	
