
US Government and Politics
PLS 338
Meeting Time: Tuesday/Thursday 4:30 PM-5:45 PM
Classroom: Online
Instructor: Matt Millard
Contact: matthew.millard@nu.edu.kz or matthewcmillard@gmail.com
	Office hours: email professor for time to meet

Course Description
	This course is designed to introduce students to the subfield of American Politics within the field of political science (and, more generally, to the field of political science).  Students will thus learn about the fundamental principles of academic inquiry into the field of American politics, the political system, and relevant current events.  In this course, students will learn about the history, perspectives, and the role of the various branches of government, the media, individuals, and other players in the American political process, as well as various theories within the discipline.  There is no prerequisite for participation in this course.

Requirements
	Class participation/attendance (15%): Students are expected to attend class and are encouraged to participate in discussions.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class and occasionally at the end of class.  Students who show up to class more than ten minutes late will be marked as absent.  This will be deducted from the student’s final grade.  5 points will be deducted per missed class from this total grade of 100.  Legitimate excuses, such as family emergencies, sickness, or school-sanctioned events (such as participation in sports) do not constitute a missed class and will not be deducted from the student’s attendance.  Students who miss class for one of these excused reasons will be REQUIRED to email me the reason why they were absent and should include in the subject line of the email “yourlastname-absence” if they wish it to count as excused.  Students are also highly encouraged to speak with the professor before or after class regarding their absence.  You will only be permitted to miss two classes without penalty for the above listed reasons and ONLY IF you contact the professor before class (not after).  Excessive absences are detrimental to your final grade and will not be tolerated.  
	Tests 45% (3 at 15% each): There are three tests that are scheduled for this course.  
These tests will each be worth 15% of your course grade.  However, to accommodate those students whose strong-suit is not test-taking, multiple choice questions will also be accompanied by several short-answer questions.  These tests will be timed and you will have no more than 1 hour to complete the test on Moodle on test days during the normal meeting time.   
	Federalist Papers Summary (8%):  Students will summarize two of the three excerpts from The Federalist Papers, which are found in the back of the APT text, beginning on page A15.  The three in this text are Number 10, Number 51, and Number 78.  To be successful in this project, students must answer the following questions: What is the author arguing?  Why does the author argue this?  What do these arguments say about the current political situation in the United States?  Does the author think that the Constitution can mitigate some of his concerns?  How so?  Given the arguments made in this excerpt, do you think the author would wish to see anything different about the American political process today?  Why?   STUDENTS MAY NOT CONSULT THE INTERNET, OTHER SOURCES, OR OTHER STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF THIS PROJECT.  This will otherwise count as cheating and students will be reported to the dean’s office for adjudication.  Submissions will be put through plagiarism detection software.   Word count: 2000 words.
	Final Exam (20%): The final exam for this course will be given on at the end of the semester and will include short answer, multiple choice, and T/F questions.
	Pop Quizzes (12%): In order to make sure students are following along with the required readings in the textbooks, students will be given periodic pop quizzes throughout the semester.   These will be given at the beginning of class.  Students who are late to class will not be able to retake the quiz and will receive a zero for the missed quizzes.  Based on class participation, I may only give a few of these.  However, if I feel that students are not following along with the readings (i.e., not participating), I will give pop quizzes more frequently.

Required Texts
Bianco, William T. and David T. Canon.  American Politics Today.  7th ed.  Norton: 
	2021
	This will be our primary textbook and is referred to in the syllabus as “APT”.

Readings
	Students should read the pages listed in the text PRIOR to the date the class meets.  In other words, for our first class, students should already have read the assigned pages in the American Politics Today textbook.  This material is “fair game” for quizzes the day that the readings are covered.  

Classroom Policies
	As college students, you are expected to conduct yourself in a professional manner.  Classroom policies are set for the benefit of not only yourself, but also the other students enrolled in this course.  The policies set below are designed to facilitate the learning environment and to ensure that professionalism is maintained at all times.  The following are some (though not all) of the things that are expected of you:
	Computers:  Students are prohibited from using their computers, tablets, or other similar devices in this class.  Though these devices are indispensable tools in today’s world, I have come to find, more and more, that they serve more as a means to distract students instead of enabling them to get the most out of their classes.  Students who have a documented learning disability approved by ODS (see below) or the note takers for students with documented learning disabilities are the only exception to this rule and, therefore, they are permitted to use computers, tablets, etc., solely to take notes for the student(s) with the disability.  Students found to be using tablets, computers, cell phones, etc. (yes, I can tell when you are texting underneath your desk or behind a book) will be marked absent for class that day and be asked to leave the classroom.
	Cell phones:  Students are prohibited from using their phones for texting, browsing the internet, or making phone calls once class has begun.  The use of cellular phones during a test/quiz in class, even if used only for the purpose of checking the time, will be considered cheating and will be referred to the dean’s office.  
	Newspapers/magazines, etc.: Students are prohibited from reading non-course related materials during class.
	Missed assignments: As college students, you are expected to conduct yourself in a professional manner, just as you would do for a job.  THIS MEANS TURNING IN ASSIGNED WORK BY THE DEADLINE, SHOWING UP TO CLASS, AND, IN THE EVENT YOU CANNOT MAKE A DEADLINE OR MISS A TEST, YOU MUST INFORM ME BEFORE, NOT AFTER, THE FACT.  This means you should meet with me face-to-face or send me an email with ADEQUATE prior warning for me to either approve or deny your request.  Failure to do so means that the student will not be permitted to make-up the missed assignment.  Quizzes cannot be retaken.  However, for students who miss a quiz but have an excused absence, will have that grade dropped for them.
	Cheating:  As with all classroom policy, the university’s policy with regards to submitted work by students will be followed to the letter.  All work that is submitted will be checked for plagiarism.  Sharing answers on tests, quizzes, or any other work submitted for a grade will not be tolerated.  I take cheating in ANY FORM (including communicating inappropriately via Telegram or in any other way with other members of the class) very seriously.  ANY STUDENT SUSPECTED OF CHEATING WILL BE REFERRED TO THE DEAN’S OFFICE FOR ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT.  The absolute minimum for cheating on an assignment is an automatic zero for the assignment.  If it is a second or third offense, the penalties increase considerably, up to and including expulsion from the university.

During the pandemic, we (your professors) are well aware that students are communicating more outside of class, whether it be through study groups or attempting to do more substantive cheating.   IF I SUSPECT YOU OF COLLUDING WITH OTHERS IN CLASS, I WILL REPORT IT TO THE DEAN AND THE MINIMUM PENALTY WILL BE A “0” FOR THE ASSIGNMENT.

ALSO, I DON’T DO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING.  DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIRUMSTANCES, “LOBBY” ME FOR A CHANGE IN GRADES, ASSIGNMENTS, GRADING CRITERIA, ETC. ON BEHALF OF A GROUP.  Doing so will be deducted from your attendance grade.  25 points will be deducted from your attendance grade for each person attempting to pressure me with changes to the syllabus or grading criteria.
If you have any questions about plagiarism (intended or unintended) or if you suspect a student of committing plagiarism or cheating, please inform me as quickly as possible, as I take academic integrity very seriously.
Note on modification of this syllabus: Given the unique nature of the global pandemic and its impact on this semester’s instruction, I reserve the right to change, alter, amend, or otherwise adjust the schedule and requirements of this course with adequate and timely relaying of the changes which will be made to you at least three class meetings prior to any changes.  While I do not expect to make any changes, they will most likely be made the first week of class to better serve you
	

Schedule

Jan 25-Introduction, Syllabus, and Chapter 1 (to pg. 13)
Jan 27-Chapter 1, pg. 13-end; Chapter 2 (to pg. 64)
Feb 1 -Chapter 2, pg. 64-end; Chapter 3 (to pg. 94)
Feb 3-Chapter 3, pg. 94-end; Chapter 4 (to pg. 137)
Feb 8-Chapter 4-end; Chapter 5 (to pg. 192)
Feb 10-Chapter 5-end; Chapter 6 (to pg. 226)
Feb 15-Chapter 6-end; Chapter 7 (to pg. 265) 
Feb 17-Chapter 7-end 
Feb 22-Test 1
Feb 24- Chapter 8 (all)
Mar 1- Chapter 9 (to pg. 331)
Mar 3-Chapter 9-end; Chapter 10 (to pg. 379)
Mar 8-No class (International Women’s Day)
Mar 10- Chapter 10-end; Chapter 11 (to pg. 418)
Mar 15- Chapter 11-end; Chapter 12 (to pg. 462)
Mar 17- Chapter 12-end; Chapter 13 (to pg. 497)  
Mar 22-No class (Spring Break)  
Mar 24-No class (Spring Break)
Mar 29- Test 2
Mar 31- Chapter 14-end
Apr 5- Chapter 15 (to pg. 582)
Apr 7- Chapter 15 to end
Apr 12- Chapter 16 (to pg. 620)
Apr 14- Chapter 16-end
Apr 19- Chapter 17 (all)
Apr 21-Test 3
Final exam: emailed on April 21st at noon; due April 25th at noon.
NO EXCEPTIONS!


