PLS 120: Introduction to Political Theory
Professor: Dr. Brian Smith
Meeting days and times: T/Th 12:00-13:15, Orange Hall
Office Hours: By appointment. Please email me to set up an appointment.
Contact: brian.smith@nu.edu.kz 

Class summary:

Political theory is a field of inquiry that examines many aspects of public or political life. The topics and themes typically associated with this discipline are rather broad. They include the relationship between the state and the individual; the legitimacy of the state; and the nature and scope of political authority. It includes arguments about the end or purpose of government; what form of government is most legitimate; and what obligations or duties citizens may have to one another.  It looks at the justifications for resisting political authority; when political violence is justified; the nature and character of individual liberty; and ideas about what it means for a political community to be equitable and just.

This class has been designed to acquaint students with a general understanding of some of the many approaches to some of the pressing questions in the field. This class will survey authors from the Classical, Medieval, Modern, and Contemporary periods. In particular, this class will focus on the following subthemes: What is politics?; Freedom and Liberty; Authority and Coercion; Civil Disobedience; and Revolution. 

Learning Objectives:

1. Students will become broadly acquainted with the foundational literature of the western philosophical tradition (assigned readings, lectures, exams) 
2. Students will become familiar with authors, concepts, theoretical frameworks, and applications from the various time periods (assigned readings, lectures, exams).
3. Students will be able to draw on the course material in order to present their ideas in an appropriate format. (Discussion forums, exams)
4. Students will begin to link theory to practice – to see how these ideas map over the contemporary world of politics. (assigned readings, lectures, exams)
5. Students will be able to listen to and be tolerant of different ideas (assigned readings, lectures)

Assignments:

	Assignment
	Date
	Percentage

	Midterm 1
	August 26
	15%

	Midterm 2
	September 17
	15%         60%

	Midterm 3
	October 15
	15%          

	Midterm 4
	October 29
	15%

	Final Exam
	TBD
	20%

	Attendance
	All semester
	5%

	Weekly Discussion Posts
	Every Monday: Aug. 22 -Nov. 21
	15%



Breakdown of Assignments:

Weekly Discussion Posts (15%): 
Each Monday, starting on August 22nd, you will be responsible for entering a 200-word post on a discussion forum in Moodle (by 11:59). In these posts you must take a short quote from the assigned reading for that week and reflect on it (the quote does not count as part of your word count). Write your thoughts about the passage you have chosen. Don’t just summarize; critically engage with the passage.  Reflect, criticize, ponder, etc. The quote you choose should be about 50 words in length. Again, the 200-word minimum should not include the quote. That is, you should write 200 words about the quote. Make sure you cite the passage under discussion. The purpose of this assignment is to ensure that you are keeping up with the reading and reflecting on it.

Basic Criteria for full credit: 
1) Must be made on time – posted every Monday before 5:00 pm.
2) Must contain a ~50-word length quote with correct citation [Chicago Style]
3) Must be roughly 200 words in length (not including the quote).
4) Must engage meaningfully with passage chosen

For information on the Chicago Style of citation, see:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/books.html#https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/ 

Grading:
You will be graded out of 13 posts. The breakdown is as follows: 13/13=100, 12/13=92, 11/13= 85, 10/13=77, 9/13=69, 8/13=61, 7/13=54, 6/13=46 … and so on.

** Please note: posts that do not meet the basic criteria of word length, citation, and cogent discussion will not be counted.
** Please note: late posts will not be accepted; no make-ups!

Exams (60%): 
There will be four exams (15% each) that take place during the semester (August 26, September 16, October 14, and October 28). This will represent the bulk of your grade for the semester, so it is absolutely crucial that you stay on top of the material leading up to each exam. 

The format of the exam will be short essay. You will be provided with one or two questions to choose from and will be asked to write between 500 – 700 words. These exams will be take-home, but time restricted. You will be given 2 days to work on them. I’ll post exam questions on Moodle Friday morning, by 8:00, and your final draft will be due by Saturday night, by 23:59.

Please note, these exams will not simply ask you to reproduce information. You will not do well if you simply try to locate an “answer” in the lecture slides. In fact, the goal is not to produce a “correct answer” but to engage with the material critically and creatively. The main point is to produce a coherent argument that is both well-argued and well supported with textual evidence.

Final exam (20%):
The final exam will be cumulative. You will be responsible for all the material we have covered throughout the semester. The format will be roughly the same, though the word-length should be around 800-1000 words.  You will be given several days during exam week to complete this assignment.

Please refer to Moodle for grading rubric.

Attendance Policy:

Attendance to this class is mandatory and counts 5% to your final grade. This year attendance will be taken digitally. 
1. Download our app at youhere.org/app.
2. Then use the app to enroll using the "event code" pls 120 intro to political theory
There is spatial and time limited feature to this app. You must be within the red zone between the times of 11:55 and 12:15 on Tuesdays and Thursdays to sign in as present. If you enter class more than 15 minutes late, or if you try to log in from your dorm room/apartment, you will not be able to. You will be marked absent. Please come to class on time.
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Potential issues:

1) If you do not have a smartphone, please let me know ASAP so we can make some arrangement to ensure you are attending classes. 
2) This app only allows you to use one devise, so if you lose/break/forget your phone, or your battery has died, you must be proactive in communicating with me. You must reach out to me in advance or in the moment (by email). Requests made after class is already over will not be accepted. It is your responsibility to communicate with me about any issues you face.

Missing class:

Life happens and I am happy to make accommodations when necessary (sickness, marriage, births, and deaths) so long as they are made in advance. If you know you will miss class, please reach out to me prior to the date of the event. Please note, your absence must be approved ahead of time. If you are sick, please stay home. Be sure to submit a spravka verifying your illness. 

Attendance will be graded as follows: excluding the first class, we are scheduled to meet 25 times this semester. Each class attended is worth 4 points. If you attend all 25 classes (25*4) you will earn 100. For each class you miss you will be penalized 4 points. So, for example, if you miss one class, your attendance grade will be 96, 2 classes 92, 3 classes 89 … and so on. 

Students With Special Needs
 NU is committed to inclusive education, including making sure that students with both visible disabilities (such as the need to use a wheelchair) and invisible disabilities (such as learning differences) are given the best chance to succeed. If you have any requests that would improve your ability to succeed in this course, email me at the beginning of the semester and I will do what I can to make reasonable accommodations. Any conversation on this issue will remain strictly confidential. To learn more about NU’s commitment to accessible and inclusive education, go to the following page: http://nu.kz.libguides.com/AccessibleServices
Extra Credit 

I will drop the lowest midterm grade of those students who:

a) submit all discussion posts (on time, per the submission criteria), 
b) attend every class, 
c) turn in every exam (on time with no plagiarism). 

Grade Scale:
	A 

	95-100
	C+ 

	70-74.99

	A- 
	90-94.99

	C 

	65-69.99

	B+ 

	85-89.99
	C- 

	60-64.99

	B 

	80-84.99
	D+ 

	55-59.99

	B- 

	75-79.99
	D 
	50-54.99



A Note on Grades and Academic Standing:

D is the lowest passing grade if you do not plan to major in PSIR.
C- is the lowest passing grade if you plan to major in PSIR. 
C is the lowest passing grade if you plan to use this course grade to declare a PSIR major. Remember that to declare a PSIR major, you must pass two of these following courses with a grade of “C “or above by the end of Spring 2022 semester:
1.        PLS120 Introduction to Political Theory
2.        PLS140 Introduction to Comparative Politics
3.        PLS150 Introduction to International Relations
In addition, you MUST satisfy the GPA requirement of a minimum of 2.75 after two academic semesters. Having met these requirements, students are ranked according to the sum of their differential between their grades in the two above-mentioned courses with the average grade in each course, and top 80 of them are allowed to declare their major in Political Science and International Relations. 

If a student has taken the three above-mentioned courses, only the two highest grades will be used for the ranking. Students who are tied at the 80th position will be separated by their overall GPA. If a tie still persists after this stage, all students concerned will be allowed to declare their major in Political Science and International Relations. For example: if a student received 90% in PLS120, which had an average grade of 70, and 90% in PLS140, which had an average grade of 60, the sum of their differential would be 90/70 + 90/60 = 2.786, and this score would be entered in the ranking.

Please note, over the last 3 years, the average grade for this class has regularly been a C or C-. On average, 10% will earn an A- or above and 10% will fail.

Academic Misconduct:

Academic misconduct is defined broadly, to include a wide variety of behaviors that conflict with the values and mission of NU. Students should become familiar with the NU Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (Student Code), which is the official document outlining policies and procedures around academic misconduct at NU. Students are responsible for complying with NU policies.

Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Since the assessments for this class will be done digitally, issues of cheating will largely focus on plagiarism. Please note that Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. Discussion posts and exams will all be checked for plagiarism. Common types of plagiarism:

* Direct copying and pasting of original source material into your assignment, using it as your own
* Paraphrasing original source material without proper citation 
* Using paraphrasing software to summarize texts.
* Poor or improper citation of source material
* Putting original language source material through translation software and using translation as your own work (please note, Turn-It-In does capture this kind of plagiarism) 

If you plagiarize, not only will you get a 0 for the assignment, but a plagiarism report will be filed.

Schedule of readings:

Please note: per the faculty handbook, an appropriate reading load for a 100-level class is about 50 pages per week. Most weeks are well below this benchmark; a few weeks the readings go slightly above. You need to develop your own strategies to get through the reading for each week.
All readings are posted in Moodle
Theme: What is Politics?
Week 1: August 15 - 19
Plato, The Republic, ‘The True Pilot’ Book IV, 484a-489c (pp. 163-168); ‘The Cave Allegory,’ Book VII, 514a–520a (pp. 193-198) (10 pages)
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I, pp. 4-22. (18 pages)
Machiavelli, The Prince, Chapters 15-19, pp. 48-63. (15 pages)
Week 2: August 22 - 26 (exam)
Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapters 13 & 18, pp. 86-90, pp. 117-121. (5 pages)
Locke, Second Treatise of Government, §§ 1-15, pp. 100-106. (6 pages)
Kant, On the Common Saying, pp. 44-66 (22 pages)
Mill, On Liberty, Chapter 1, pp. 88-98 (10 pages) 
Marx, German Ideology, pp. 175-180.  (6 pages)
Foucault, Society Must Be Defended, ‘Biopower & Biopolitics,’ pp. 239-254. (15 pages)
Carol Hanisch, “The Personal is Political,” pp. 3-5. (3 pages)
Theme: Freedom and Liberty (Authority and Coercion)
Week 3: August 29 - September 2 [No class on August 30th, Constitution Day]
	Miller, “Platonic Freedom,” pp. 1-20 (20 pages). 
Keyt, “Aristotelian Freedom,” pp. 1-18 (18 pages).
Week 4: September 5 - 9
	Hobbes, Leviathan, Chapter 21, pp. 145-154 (9 pages)
Locke, Second Treatise of Government, §§ 22-23, 95-99. pp. 110, 141-143. (5 pages)
Rousseau, Social Contract, Book I, Chapters I – IV pp. 45- 70. (25 pages)
Stirner, The Ego and Its Own, pp. 141-152 (11 pages)
Bakunin, God and the State, pp. 234-242 (9 pages)
Week 5: September 12 - 16 (exam)
Mill, On Liberty, Chapter 2, ‘Freedom of Speech and Thought’ pp. 99-130. (31 pages)
Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty” pp. 155-165. (10 pages)
Hirschmann, Introduction to The Subject of Liberty: Toward a Feminist Theory of Freedom pp. 1-14, 23-30 (21 pages)
Theme: Justice
Week 6: September 19 - 23
	Plato, Republic, pp. 3-43 (to the end of 366e) (40 pages)
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book V, 1129a-1132b, 1134a, 1137a-1138a (pp. 85-89, 91-92, 98-102. (12 pages)
Week 7: September 26 – 30
Mary Astell, “Reflections on Marriage” (14 pages) https://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/astell/marriage/marriage.html 
Paine, Agrarian Justice, pp. 7-22 (15 pages)
Marx, The Communist Manifesto, pp. 245-262 (17 pages)
Week 8: October 3 – 7 (Fall break – no class)
Week 9: October 10 - 14 (exam)
	Mill, Utilitarianism, Chapter V, pp. 216-235. (19 pages)
Rawls, “Justice as Fairness,” pp. 164-194 (30 pages)
Theme: Civil Disobedience
Week 10: October 17 - 21 
	Sophocles, Antigone, pp. 23-51 (28 pages)
Plato, Apology of Socrates, pp. 1-23. (23 pages)
Week 11: October 24 - 28 (exam)
Thoreau, “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience,” pp. 3-28. (25 pages)
Gandhi, “The Practice of Satyagraha,” pp. 67-78. (15 pages)
Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” pp. 1-6. (6 pages)
Emmeline Pankhurst, “Freedom or Death – Nov. 13, 1913” (2 pages)
Theme: Revolution
Week 12: October 31 - November 4
	Plato, Republic, Book VIII pp. 221-249 (28 pages)
Aristotle, Politics, Book V pp. 134-174 (40 pages)
Polybius, The Histories, Book VI pp. 269-298 (12.5 pgs)
Week 13: November 7 - 11
	Locke, Second Treatise §§ 1-24, 54, 87-99, & 119-31. (21 pgs)
[On Forms of Government] Locke, Second Treatise §§ 132-168. (17 pgs)
[Dissolving Government] Locke, Second Treatise §§ 197-243 (20.25 pgs)
James Otis, “The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved” (1764) http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch2s5.html 
John Adams, A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law, (1765) http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=3&psid=4118
Samuel Adams, Boston Gazette, (October 17, 1768)  http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/amendIIIs2.html 
Samuel Adams, The Rights of the Colonists (1772) http://www.constitution.org/bcp/right_col.htm
Thomas Jefferson, A Summary View of the Rights of British America (1774) https://www.history.org/almanack/life/politics/sumview.cfm
John Adams, Thoughts on Government (1776) https://www.nps.gov/inde/upload/Thoughts-on-Government-John-Adams-2.pdf
The Declaration of Independence (1776) http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/ 
Week 14: November 14 - 18
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract, book I - III; Book IV (1 and 8)
George Mason, “Virginia Declaration of Rights” (1776) http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/CPP/FP_PS01w.pdf
The Declarations of the Rights of Man (1789) http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp
Olympe de Gouges, Declarations of the Rights of Women
Week 15: November 21 - 25
Marx, The Communist Manifesto [read in week 7]
Lenin, The State and Revolution The Marxist Theory of the State & the Tasks of the Proletariat in the Revolution Chapters 1-5, pp. 6-59.
Final exam (TBD)
image1.png
M Inbo | M Inbo: | M Inbor | [ Politi | ® Watc | Q) Ukra | < Sci-+ | B Bodii | @ Unde | N Netfl | @ Som: | Pg The! | B Class [ v x B Youh | + v - X

<« C @ https://www.youhere.org/index.php/start/edit_class/5a94372ee4a2dd051bc9211958f7a336 e x *» 0O e

536n0x45

6nox 52
P . 6n0x 53

536n0x4d

Nazarbayev
University

6nox C3

536n0x38.

536n0x39

B pls 120 intro to pol...csv A Show all X

H A Type here to search





