PLS 391 Intermediate Special Topics in Comparative Politics:
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Fall 2023
Monday-Wednesday-Friday
11:00 AM-11:50 AM
Classroom: 8.321

	Instructor:
	Dr Elmira Joldybayeva
Department of Political Science and International Relations, School of Sciences and Humanities

	Email: 
	elmira.joldybayeva@nu.edu.kz
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	8507A
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*** The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus ***

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to give students a broad understanding of the development and importance of public administration at the national and international levels. Students will have the opportunity to get acquainted with the key concepts, theories and issues of public administration through lectures, seminars, independent assignments, and other learning activities such as movies and games. We will read the works of public administration scholars, as well as discuss different cases of local, national and transnational public administration in depth.

We begin by tracing the development of the discipline and examining the key ideas, institutions and actors in public administration. The course then takes us beyond the national and Western-centric perspectives by looking at public administration from a comparative and global perspective. We will study the development of public administration in the non-Western world, the growing importance of transnational public administration in a globalized world, as well as the major public administration challenges in the 21st century.

2. COURSE OBJECTIVES

After completing this course, students will be able to:
· Define what public administration is;
· Identify the main actors and institutions of public administration;
· Understand the politics of public policy making and implementation;
· Compare different public administration models in developed and developing countries;
· Apply the key concepts, theories and models to the analysis of contemporary issues in public administration;
· Discuss key global challenges of public administration such as globalisation, climate change, global pandemic, big data, etc.

In addition to getting acquainted with the scholarship of public administration, students will have the opportunity to develop their skills in research, writing and presentation.

3. COURSE FORMAT

This course consists of 14 topics lasting 15 weeks starting on August 14th 2023. Our class meets three times a week for 50 mins each. The course format is as follows:
· Mondays – lecture;
· Wednesdays – seminar discussion;
· Fridays – student presentations and Q&A.

*Please note that there will be no seminars and presentations during the first week. 

4. STUDENT EVALUATION POLICY

	Your final grade depends on how well you do in the following course assignments during this semester:


	Attendance
	Weekly 
	5%

	Participation in seminar discussion
	Wednesdays & Fridays
	10%

	Weekly homework assignments
	Tuesdays, by midnight 12 AM
	15%

	Student presentations
	Fridays
	20%

	Second mid-term exam (analytical essay)
	Week 10
	20%

	Final exam (research essay)
	Week 15
	30%

	Total 
	100%



Attendance. Lectures will take place every Monday. Students are required to attend weekly lectures and seminars so that they will not miss class materials and activities.

Participation in seminar discussion. Seminars will be held on Wednesdays during the semester. Discussion formats and activities may vary depending on the nature of the topic and questions to be discussed.

Students are expected to participate actively in weekly seminar discussion, which counts for 10% of the total grade. Seminar discussion is an important part of the learning process to reinforce students’ knowledge about the weekly topics. Active participation and speaking in front of the class will allow students to engage the subject matter, think creatively and make arguments to support a point of view. Of course, this will also help students develop the skills to apply relevant concepts and terms in analysis and debate.

Weekly homework assignments. The purpose of weekly homework assignments is to get students acquainted with the core and recommended readings and consolidate their knowledge. Weekly homework assignments are mandatory, without which you will not be able to participate in seminar discussion on Wednesdays. In each seminar, students will take part in group discussion to deepen their understanding of the reading assignments. Before the seminar, students are expected to:
· Read 2 of the 3 core readings each week and write a 300-word summary (150 words on each core reading). The summary must be completed in Word format, 1.5 spacing, font 12.
· Prepare 3 interesting and thoughtful questions based on the core (and recommended) readings to facilitate seminar discussion.

The summary and questions should be submitted every Tuesdays by Midnight 11:59 PM. 

Student presentations. Each Friday, 2 students will present on their chosen topics. A list of presentation topics will be provided in week 1. Presentations will start in week 2. 

Each student will be given 15-20 mins for presentation, followed by 5 mins of Q&A. Other students are encouraged to ask questions and give comments on the presentations. 

Your presentation should have a minimum of 8-10 slides. To get a high mark, students can start the presentation with interesting questions to grab the audience’s attention, and include different types of materials such as images, short videos, or case studies. In short, a good presentation requires knowledge, creativity and skills.

Second mid-term exam – Analytical essay. This is an important part of the evaluation process. Students are expected to write a 1000-word analytical essay within 3 days on the given question. The essay question will be based on topics covered during the first seven weeks.

The essay question will be provided on Friday, September 29th, Week 7. On the same day, the instructor will briefly explain what an analytical essay is and how to write it.

The deadline is Monday, October 2nd, Week 8.

Final exam - Research essay. Students are required to write a research essay of 2,500 words. The essay topics will be announced on Friday, October 20th, Week 10. 

To support students' research interests, they are allowed to develop their own essay topics. The chosen topic  should lie in the field of public administration. Therefore, they are subject to the instructor’s approval. 

The deadline is Monday, November 20th, Week 15.

5. GRADING SCALE

	A     95-100
	A-  90-94
	

	B+   85-89                         
	B    80-84
	B-  75-79

	C+   70-74       
	C    65-69             
	C-  60-64

	D     55-59;              
	D-  50-54
	

	F      0-49
	
	



6. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND ETHICS

The course integrity policy is based on Nazarbayev University's “Academic Integrity Policy” of September 28th, 2010. Students must familiarise themselves with it and strictly adhere to its rules and principles in the pursuit of knowledge and learning. There is no room for plagiarism, cheating or falsification of documents, which would mean, for instance:
· Failing to give proper acknowledgement to sources used in writings and presentations;
· Submitting another person’s work as your own;
· Copying major portions of other people’s work; 
· Submitting purchased materials as your own work;
· Fabricating evidence and data to support your arguments. 
Failure to comply with the rules and violation of the “Academic Integrity Policy” will be punished as follows:
· Student will immediately be expelled from the class;
· A complaint letter will be sent to the Dean of the School of Sciences and Humanities, Chair of the Department of Political Science and International Relations, and the Disciplinary Committee of Nazarbayev University.


7. LITERATURE
· Bice, Sara, Avery Poole and Helen Sullivan, eds. (2018). Public Policy in the “Asian Century”: Concepts, Cases and Futures. Palgrave Macmillan.
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· Theodoulou, Stella and Ravi Roy. (2016). Public Administration: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press.
· Van der Meer, Frits, Jos Raadschelders and Theo Toonen, eds. (2015). Comparative Civil Service Systems in the 21st Century, 2nd ed. Palgrave Macmillan.



8. COURSE OUTLINE

	Week 1,
14-18 Aug, 2023
	Introduction week!
Understanding Public Administration

	Core Readings:
· Jay Shafritz et al. (2017) Introducing Public Administration. 9th ed. Routledge. Chapter 1, pp. 1-40.
· Guy Peters and Jon Pierre. (2017) The SAGE Handbook of Public Administration. SAGE. Introduction, pp. 1-11.
Recommended Readings: 
· Marc Holzer and Richard Schwester. (2020) Public Administration: An Introduction. 3rd  ed. Routledge. Chapter 1, pp. 3-38. 
· For a short introduction, see Stella Theodoulou and Ravi Roy. (2016). Public Administration: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. Chapter 1, pp. 1-16.


	Week 2, 
21-25 Aug, 2023
	Paradigms of Public Administration

	Core Readings:
· Nicholas Henry. (2018) Public Administration and Public Affairs. 13th ed. Routledge. Chapter 2, pp.35-48. 
· Yilin Hou & et al. (2011) “The Case for Public Administration with a Global Perspective,” Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory, Vol. 21, Issue Suppl. 1, pp.145-51.
· Jami Jreisat. (2011) “Comparative Public Administration: A Global Perspective,” Public Administration Review, Vol. 71, No. 6, pp. 834-38.
Recommended Readings:
· Woodrow Wilson. (1887) “The Study of Administration,” Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 2. No. 2, pp. 197-222.
· Stella Theodoulou and Ravi Roy. (2016) Public Administration: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. Chapter 2-6, pp. 17-92.


	Week 3, 
28 Aug-1 Sept, 2023
	Public Administration Models

	Core Readings:
· Lampropoulou, Manto & Oikonomou, Giorgio. (2016) “Theoretical models of public administration and patterns of state reform in Greece,” International Review of Administrative Sciences, Vol.84, Iss. 1, pp.101–121. doi:10.1177/0020852315611219 
· Butcher, John. & David Gilchrist, ed. (2016) The Three Sector Solution: Delivering public policy in collaboration with not-for-profits and business. ANU Press. Chapter 3, pp. 41-60.
· For a quick introduction of different models, see Mark Robinson. (2015). “From Old Public Administration to the New Public Service: Implications for Public Sector Reform in Developing Countries,” UNDP Global Centre for Public Service Excellence, https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/publications/PS-Reform_Paper.pdf
Recommended Readings:
· Janet Denhardt and Robert Denhardt. (2007). The New Public Service: Serving, Not Steering. M. E Sharpe. Chapter 1, pp. 3-24.


	Week 4, 
 4-8 Sep, 2023
	Politics of Public Policymaking

	Core Readings:
· Cosmo Howard. (2005) The Policy Cycle: A Model of Post-Machiavellian Policy Making? Australian Journal of Public Administration, Vol. 64, Iss. 3, pp.3-13.
· Paul Cairney. (2020) Understanding Public Policy: Theories and Issues. 2nd ed. Chapter 2, 36 pages.
· Evan Berman. (2010) Public administration in East Asia: Mainland China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan. CRC Press, Chapter 10, pp. 217-232.
Recommended Readings:
· Howlett, M and Giest, S. (2012), The Policy Making Process, in: Routledge Handbook of Public Policy, Chapter 2.
· Jann, W., & Wegrich, K. (2007). Theories of the policy cycle. In: Frank Fischer, Gerald Miller and Mara Sidney (eds), Handbook of Public Policy Analysis: Theory, Politics, and Methods. Chapter 4, pp. 43-62.


	Week 5, 
11–15 Sept, 2023
	Actors in Public Administration 

	Core Readings:
· Aimee Franklin and Jos Raadschelders. (2023) Introduction to Governance, Government and Public Administration. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 5, pp. 83-103.
· Van der Meer, Frits, Jos Raadschelders and Theo Toonen, eds. (2015) Comparative Civil Service Systems in the 21st Century. 2nd ed. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 2, pp. 15-37.
· Bartley Hildreth, Gerald Miller and Evert Lindquist. (2021) Handbook of Public Administration. Routledge. Chapters 21, 22 & 23, pp. 282-322.
Recommended Readings: 
· Jamil Jreisat. (2017) Globalism and Comparative Public Administration. CRC Press. Chapter 3, pp.61-81.
· Jay Shafritz, et al. (2017) Introducing Public Administration. 9th ed. Taylor & Francis. Chapter 3, pp. 84-137.

	Week 6,
18-22 Sept, 2023
	Is there an Asian model of Public Administration?

	Core Readings:
· Bice, Sara, Avery Poole and Helen Sullivan, eds. (2018) Public Policy in the “Asian Century”: Concepts, Cases and Futures. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 3, pp. 41-64.
· Bruce Gilley. (2014). The Nature of Asian politics. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 5, pp. 142-178. 
Recommended Readings: 
· Anthony BL Cheung. (2013). “Can there be an Asian model of public administration?” Public Administration and Development, Vol. 33, Iss. 4, pp. 249-61.
· Eric Welch and Wilson Wong. (1998). “Public Administration in a Global Context: Bridging the Gaps of Theory and Practice between Western and Non-Western Nations,” Public Administration Review, Vol. 58, No. 1, pp.40-9.
· Evan Berman, ed. (2010) Public Administration in East Asia: Mainland China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan. CRC Press. Chapter 1, pp. 2-24.
· Shamsul Hague. (2019) “Questioning Cross-Cultural Application of Public Administration Knowledge: A Critical Asian Perspective,” Asia Pacific Journal of Public Administration, Vol. 41, No. 2, pp. 110-8.
· Zeger van der Wal and Lijing Yang. (2015). “Confucius Meets Weber or ‘Managerialism Takes All’? Comparing Civil Servant Values in China and the Netherlands,” International Public Management Journal, Vol. 18, Iss. 3, pp. 411-36.
· Saltanat Liebert, Stephen Condrey and Dmitry Goncharov, eds. (2013). Public Administration in Post-Communist Countries. CRC Press.


	Week 7,
25-29 Sept, 2023
	Globalisation and internationalisation of public administration

	Core Readings:
· Stone, Diane and Kim Moloney, eds. (2019). The Oxford Handbook of Global Policy and Transnational Administration. Oxford University Press. Chapter 1, pp. 3-22.
· Farazmand, Ali and Jack Pinkowski. (2006) Handbook of Globalization, Governance, and Public Administration. CRC Press. chapter 1 and 18, pp: 51-69
· Ali Farazmand. (1999) “Globalization and Public Administration,” Public Administration Review, Vol. 59, No. 6, pp. 509-522. 
Recommended Readings: 
· Saner, R. (2001). “Globalization and its Impact on Leadership Qualification in Public Administration”. International Review of Administrative Sciences, Vol.67, Iss.4, pp.649–661. doi:10.1177/0020852301674004
· Samir Amin (1996) “The challenge of globalization,” Review of International Political Economy, Vol.3, Iss.2, pp.216-259, DOI: 10.1080/09692299608434355
· Claire Felbinger & Marc Holzer (1999) “Public Administration in Transformation: Three Global Challenges,” International Review of Public Administration, Vol.4, Iss.2, pp.3-11, DOI: 10.1080/12294659.1999.10804928


	Week 8, 
2-6 Oct, 2023
	Fall Break

	Week 9,
9-13 Oct, 2023
	Actors in Global public administration -International civil service

	Core readings:
· Farazmand, Ali and Jack Pinkowski. (2006) Handbook of Globalization, Governance, and Public Administration. CRC Press. Chapters 14 and 15, pp. 273-297.
· Michael W. Bauer, Christoph Knill and Steffen Eckhard. (2017) International Bureaucracy Challenges and Lessons for Public Administration Research. Palgrave Macmillan. Chapter 8, pp. 179-198.
Recommended readings: 
· Bob Reinalda, ed. (2013) Routledge Handbook of International Organization. Routledge. Part II, pp. 133-188.
·  Stone, Diane and Kim Moloney, eds. (2019). The Oxford Handbook of Global Policy and Transnational Administration. Oxford University Press. Chapter 10, pp. 165-181.


	Week 10, 
16-20 Oct, 2023
	Non-state actors in Global public administration

	Core Readings:
· Diane Stone and Kim Moloney, eds. (2019). The Oxford Handbook of Global Policy and Transnational Administration. Oxford University Press. Chapter 9, pp. 148-164.
· Green, Jessica. (2018). "Transnational delegation in global environmental governance: When do non-state actors govern?" Regulation & Governance, Vol. 12, Iss. 2, pp.263–76.
· Tom Baker and Christopher Walker, eds. (2019) Public Policy Circulation: Arenas, Agents and Actions. Edward Elgar Publishing. Chapter 5, pp. 73-88.
Recommended Readings: 
· Diane Stone and Kim Moloney, eds. (2019). The Oxford Handbook of Global Policy and Transnational Administration. Oxford University Press, Chapter 32, pp. 565-82.
· Diane Stone and Kim Moloney, eds. (2019). The Oxford Handbook of Global Policy and Transnational Administration. Oxford University Press, Chapter 33,pp. 583-98.
· Diane Stone and Kim Moloney, eds. (2019). The Oxford Handbook of Global Policy and Transnational Administration. Oxford University Press, Chapter 22, pp. 384-400.


	Week 11,
23-27 Oct, 2023
	Covid 19 and government reactions 

	Core Readings:
· Greer, Scott. (2021) Coronavirus Politics: the Comparative Politics and Policy of COVID-19. University of Michigan Press. Part 1, pp 3-51;
· Brian An and Shui-Yan Tang. (2020) “Lessons From COVID-19 Responses in East Asia: Institutional Infrastructure and Enduring Policy Instruments,” American Review of Public Administration, Vol.50, Iss. 6-7, pp. 1–11.
· Mascio, F. D., Natalini, A., & Cacciatore, F. (2020). “Public Administration and Creeping Crises: Insights From COVID-19 Pandemic in Italy,” The American Review of Public Administration, Vol.50, Iss.6–7, pp.621–627.
Recommended Readings: 
· Christopher Ansell, Eva Sorensen & Jacob Torfing (2020) “The COVID-19 pandemic as a game changer for public administration and leadership? The need for robust governance responses to turbulent problems,” Public Management Review, Vol. 23, Iss. 7, pp. 949-960.
· Bok Gyo Jeong, Jung Ah Yun & Sung-Ju Kim. (2023) “What determines governments’ COVID-19 response policies?: examining national level policy and transnational factors,” International Review of Public Administration, Vol. 28, Iss. 2, pp. 198-220.
· Scott Greer et al. (2021) Coronavirus Politics: the Comparative Politics and Policy of COVID-19. University of Michigan Press.


	Week 12, 
30 Oct-3 Nov, 2023
	Big data and Public Administration

	Core Readings:
· Mariusz Maciejewski. (2017) “To do more, better, faster and more cheaply: using big data in public administration,” International Review of Administrative Sciences, Vol. 83, Iss. 1 Suppl, pp. 120-35.
· Ines Mergel, Karl Rethemeyer and Kimberley Isett. (2016). “Big Data in Public Affairs,” Public Administration Review, Vol. 76, Iss. 6, pp. 928-937.
· Johann Höchtl, Peter Parycek & Ralph Schöllhammer. (2016). “Big data in the policy cycle: Policy decision making in the digital era,” Journal of Organizational Computing and Electronic Commerce, Vol. 26, Iss.1-2, pp.147-169.
Recommended Readings: 
· Yu-Che Chen and Tsui-Chuan Hsieh. (2014). “Big Data for Digital Government: Opportunities, Challenges, and Strategies,” International Journal of Public Administration in the Digital Age, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 1-14.
· Leighton Andrews. (2017). “Public Administration, Public Leadership and the Construction of Public Value in the Age of the Algorithm and ‘Big Data,’” Public Administration, Vol. 97, Iss. 2, pp. 296-310.


	Week 13, 
6-10 Nov, 2023
	Immigration and public administration

	Core Readings:
· Xi Huang and Cathy Yang Liu. (2018). “Welcoming Cities: Immigration Policy at the Local Government Level,” Urban Affairs Review, Vol. 54, Iss. 1, pp. 3–32. 
· Lisa Borrelli. (2018). “Whisper down, up and between the lanes: Exclusionary policies and their limits of control in times of irregularized migration,” Public Administration, Vol. 96, Iss. 4, pp. 803–816.
· Saltanat Liebert. (2010) “The Role of Informal Institutions in U.S. Immigration Policy: The Case of Illegal Labor Migration from Kyrgyzstan,” Public Administration Review, Vol. 70, Iss. 3, pp. 390-400.
Recommended Readings: 
· Jennica Larrison and Jos Raadschelders. (2020). “Understanding Migration: The Case for Public Administration,” International Journal of Public Administration, Vol. 43, Iss. 1, pp. 37-48.
· Isabella Nolte, Alexis Bushnell and Marius Mews. (2020). “Public Administration Entering Turbulent Times: A Study of Service Quality during the Refugee Crisis,” International Journal of Public Administration, Vol. 43, Iss. 16, pp. 1345-56.



	Week 14, 
13-17 Nov, 2023
	Climate change and public administration

	Core Readings:
· Robbert Biesbroek et al. (2018). “Do Administrative Traditions Matter for Climate Change Adaptation Policy? A Comparative Analysis of 32 High-Income Countries,” Review of Policy Research, Vol. 35, Iss. 6, pp. 881-906.
· Martinus Vink & Greetje Schouten. (2018) “Foreign-Funded Adaptation to Climate Change in Africa: Mirroring Administrative Traditions or Traditions of Administrative Blueprinting?” Review of Policy Research, Vol. 35, Iss. 6, pp. 792-834. 
· Biesbroek, R., Peters, B. G., & Tosun, J. (2018). “Public Bureaucracy and Climate Change Adaptation,” Review of Policy Research, Vol. 35, Iss. 6, pp. 776-791.
Recommended Readings
· Helge Jörgens, Christoph Knill, and Yves Steinebach, eds. (2023) Routledge Handbook of Environmental Policy. Routledge, Chapter 12, pp. 165-79. 
· Helge Jörgens, Christoph Knill, and Yves Steinebach, eds. (2023) Routledge Handbook of Environmental Policy. Routledge, Chapter 8, pp. 108-21. 


	Week 15,
20-24 Nov, 2023
	Wicked Problems in Public Administration

	Core Readings:
· Frank Fischer, Gerald Miller and Mara Sidney (eds). (2017) Handbook of Public Policy Analysis. Chapter 7, pp.89-108. 
· Brian Head and John Alford. (2015) “Wicked Problems: Implications for Public Policy and Management.” Administration & Society, Vol. 47, No. 6, pp. 711-739.
· Allan McConnell. (2018) “Rethinking wicked problems as political problems and policy problems,” Policy & Politics, Vol 46, No 1, 165–80. DOI: 10.1332/030557317X15072085902640
Recommended Readings
· Brian Head. (2022). Wicked Problems in Public Policy: Understanding and Responding to Complex Challenges. Palgrave Macmillan, accessible from https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/978-3-030-94580-0.pdf 
· Edward Weber and Anne Khademian. (2008). “Wicked Problems, Knowledge Challenges, and Collaborative Capacity Builders in Network Setting,” Public Administrative Review, Vol. 68, Iss. 2, pp. 334-49.
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