PLS 423/523 Immigration Theory
Professor: Dr. Brian Smith
Meeting days and times: 
Office Location: 8.133	
Office Hours: MWF, 10:00-12:00 (and by appointment)
Contact: brian.smith@nu.edu.kz

Class summary:

The purpose of this class is to explore the normative dimensions of immigration theory. It is not always appreciated in contemporary ethical discourse that the issue of accepting and entertaining strangers and foreigners is one of the oldest ethical challenges facing human communities. One often finds in classical literature reflections on the extent and nature of one’s duty to be hospitable. The Roman Republic measured strength in numbers. Strong states had generous immigration policies. By the seventeenth century, when demographic theory emerged as a methodologically serious discipline, this raised new questions about what immigration policy ought to look like. What were the duties of princes if their state was under- or overpopulated? Debates about population, naturalization and colonization were pronounced throughout this period. This class will provide students with an overview of normative arguments and ethical consideration to various aspects of immigration theory overtime, from the classical to contemporary period. 

Course Requirements:
	Assignment
	Due date
	Percentage

	Attendance
	Weekly
	5%

	Discussion Leader
	Once (TBD)
	10%

	Discussion Post
	Weekly
	10%

	Seminar Papers (6)
	Weekly
	20%

	Paper 1
	Oct 13
	20%

	Paper 2
	Nov 24
	25%

	Final Presentations
	TBA
	10%



Description of assignments

5% Attendance:
Since we meet only once a week, it is critical that you attend each class. One class counts for a full week’s worth of material. 

Missing class:

Life happens and I am happy to make accommodations when necessary (sickness, marriage, births, and deaths) so long as they are made in advance. If you know you will miss class, please reach out to me prior to the date of the event, or at the earliest possible moment. Please note, your absence must be approved ahead of time. If you are sick, please stay home. Be sure to submit a spravka verifying your illness. 

Attendance will be graded as follows: excluding the first class, we are scheduled to meet 13 times this semester. Each class attended is worth about 7.7 points. If you attend all 13 classes (13*7.7) you will earn 100. For each class you miss you will be penalized 7.7 points. So, for example, if you miss one class, your attendance grade will be 92; if you miss 2 classes 85, 3 classes 77 … and so on. 

10% Presentation/Discussion leader:
At the end of week 1, you will be assigned a week to present. The last hour of class will be dedicated to these student-led discussions. The content of these presentations and discussions are largely at the discretion of the presenter, but the general goal is to bring in material NOT covered in class. For example, you may want to explore a specific contemporary case that amplifies and illuminates something that we have been talking about. OR, maybe you want to explore an issue that we have only touched on tangentially. If you have any questions about presentation material, please let me know. 

10% Weekly Discussion Posts: 
Each Thursday, starting on August 24st, you will be responsible for entering a 200-word post on a discussion forum in Moodle (by 13:00, before class). In these posts you must take a short quote from the assigned reading for that week and reflect on it (the quote does not count as part of your word count). Write your thoughts about the passage you have chosen. Don’t just summarize; critically engage with the passage.  Reflect, criticize, ponder, etc. The quote you choose should be about 50 words in length. Again, the 200-word minimum should not include the quote. You should write 200 words about the quote. Make sure you cite the passage under discussion. The purpose of this assignment is to ensure that you are keeping up with the reading and reflecting on it.

Basic Criteria for full credit: 
1) Must be made on time – posted every Monday (except exam review weeks) before 23:59. Late submissions will not be accepted.
2) Must contain a ~50-word length quote with correct citation [Chicago Style]
3) Must be roughly 200 words in length (not including the quote).
4) Must engage meaningfully with passage chosen

For information on the Chicago Style of citation, see:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/books.html#https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/ 

Grading:
You will be graded out of 13 posts. The breakdown is as follows: 13/13=100 … and so on.
** Please note: posts that do not meet the basic criteria of word length, citation, and cogent discussion will not be counted.
** Please note: late posts will not be accepted; no make-ups!
** Please note: posts with plagiarized material 
 
20% Seminar Papers (Due on Fridays by 23:00)
You are required to submit 6, 500-600-word critiques of the reading. You are free to write about any aspect of the assigned weekly writing for that week. Do not summarize or explain the reading. Your job is to critically engage with it.
Note: You must write about the reading for the week you are submitting. No late submissions.

20% Paper 1 
Graduate 1700 words, Undergraduate 1000 words
Options for this paper: 
a) Compare and contrast competing perspectives.
b) Critical assessment of one argument.
c) Literature review: select a domain of interest within the field of immigration theory and set out the major approaches

Rough draft due Sept 22, 23:59
Final draft due Oct 15, 23:50

25% Paper 2  
Graduate 3000 words, Undergraduate 2000 words. 
For this paper, your options are open. You could choose a particular contemporary immigration event and analyze it through critical perspectives covered in the class. You could critically engage with a particular author or argument. Feel free to ask questions and make proposals.

Final draft due Nov 24

10% Final Project Presentation
Each student will spend 7-8 minutes discussing their final projects. After the proposals are submitted, I will develop a random schedule. We will spend the “discussion hour” of the last two weeks to these projects.
Grade Scale:
	A 

	95-100
	C+ 

	70-74.99

	A- 
	90-94.99

	C 

	65-69.99

	B+ 

	85-89.99
	C- 

	60-64.99

	B 

	80-84.99
	D+ 

	55-59.99

	B- 

	75-79.99
	D 
	50-54.99



Academic Misconduct:

Academic misconduct is defined broadly, to include a wide variety of behaviors that conflict with the values and mission of NU. Students should become familiar with the NU Student Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (Student Code), which is the official document outlining policies and procedures around academic misconduct at NU. Students are responsible for complying with NU policies.

Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Since the assessments for this class will be done digitally, issues of cheating will largely focus on plagiarism. Please note that Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. All written work will be checked for plagiarism. Common types of plagiarism:

* Direct copying and pasting of original source material into your assignment, using it as your own; this includes the use of proprietary ideas, examples, or illustrations
* Paraphrasing original source material without proper citation 
* Using paraphrasing, rewording, or AI-composition software to summarize and compose texts
* Poor or improper citation of source material. Please note: just because there is a citation doesn’t mean that plagiarism isn’t occurring. If you copy and paste a chunk of text and part of the copied text has a citation, this still counts as plagiarism.
* Putting original language source material through translation software and using translated text as your own work (please note, Turn-It-In does capture this kind of plagiarism) 

If you plagiarize, not only will you get a 0 for the assignment, but a plagiarism report will be filed. Multiple academic dishonesty violations can lead to expulsion from the university.

Student Support:
NU is committed to inclusive education, including making sure that students with both visible disabilities and invisible disabilities are given the best chance to succeed. If you have any requests that would improve your ability to succeed in this course, email me at the beginning of the semester and I will do what I can to make reasonable accommodations. Any conversation on this issue will remain strictly confidential. To learn more about NU’s commitment to accessible and inclusive education, go to the following page: http://nu.kz.libguides.com/AccessibleServices
Schedule of readings: Note: All readings will be posted on Moodle.
Week 1: August 14 – 18 ~ Introductions
	Douglas Massey, “Theories of International Migration”
	McNeill, “Human Migration in Historical Perspective”
Haas, Castles, and Miller, Chapter 2 “Theories of Migration” (25-54) from The Age of Migration 
Goettlich, “The Rise of Linear Borders in World Politics”
Week 2: August 21 – 25 ~ Classical and Medieval: Hospitality and Population 
Jennet Kirkpatrick, “Exit out of Athens? Migration and Obligation in Plato’s Crito”
Kreager, “Aristotle and Open Population Thinking”
	Aquinas, “Homily III, The Law of Hospitality”
	Abu-Sahlieh, “The Islamic Conception of Migration”
Kidwai, “The Rights of Forced Migrants in Islam” 
Week 3: August 28 – September 1 ~ Early Modern Debates: Hospitality and the Movement of People
	Gideon Baker, “Right of Entry of Right of Refusal?”
	Vincent Chetail, “Sovereignty and Migration in the Doctrine of the Law of Nations: An 
Intellectual History of Hospitality from Vitoria to Vattel.”
Hugo Grotius, Remonstrantie (1615)
Hintermaier, “The First Modern Refugees? Charity, Entitlement, and Persuasion in the Huguenot 
Immigration of the 1680s”
Smith, John Locke, Territory, and Transmigration Chapter 2
Week 4: September 4 – 8 ~ Early Modern Debates: Population and Naturalization
John Locke, “For a General Naturalization” (1693)
Smith, John Locke, Territory, and Transmigration Chapters 3, and 5
Smith, “Hobbes and the Political Economy of Population”
David Resnick, “John Locke and the Problem of Naturalization”
Week 5: September 11 – 15 ~ The Right of Withdrawal, The Right to Flee
	Smith, John Locke, Territory, and Transmigration Chapter 4
Coke, “National Ligeance … to The Sovereign Cannot be Altered,” from American Immigration 
and Citizenship
Emer de Vattel, “A Citizen May Therefore Quit the State of Which He is a Member,” from 
American Immigration and Citizenship
	Jane McAdam, “An Intellectual History of Freedom of Movement in International Law”
Week 6: September 18 – 22 ~ Malthus on Catastrophe and Overpopulation
	Thomas Malthus, Chapters 1-6, 18 from An Essay on the Principle of Population
	Smith, “Malthus is still wrong: we can feed a world of 9-10 billion, but only by reducing food 
demand”
Trebath and Ramachandran, “The Malthusians are Back,” The Atlantic
Gleditsch, “This time is different! Or is it? NeoMalthusians and Environmental Optimists”
	Friedrichs, “Who’s Afraid of Thomas Malthus?”	 
**Rough draft paper 1
Week 7: September 25 – 29 ~ Enemy Aliens and Enemy “Others” (Immigration and Race)
	Smith, “Chapter 5:  Locke Against Coke: Race, Infidelity, and Naturalization”

“All Such Alien as He Shall Judge Dangerous (1798)” from American Immigration and 
Citizenship
	President Trump, Executive Order 13769 “Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry 
into the United States” https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40 /Executive_Order_13769.pdf 
	Rosenberg, “A Ruinous, Residual Racism,” from Undesirable Immigrants
Kaila Randolph, “Executive Order 13769 and America’s Longstanding Practice of 
Institutionalized Racial Discrimination Toward Refugees and Asylum Seekers”
Week 8: October 2 – 6 [Fall Break, No Class]
Week 9: October 9 – 13 ~ The Duty to Stay
	Anna Stilz, “Is There an Unqualified Right to Leave?”	
Blake, “The Right to Leave,” from Debating Brain Drain: May Governments Restrict  
Emigration?
	Kapur and McHale, “Should a Cosmopolitan Worry about the Brain Drain?”
	Oberman, “Can Brain Drain Justify Immigration Restrictions?”
**Final draft paper 1 due Oct 15, 23:59
Week 10: October 16 – 20 ~ Feminism 
Parreñas and Choi, “Migration” from The Oxford Handbook of Feminist Theory
Luna Vives, “Fragmented Migrant (Her)Stories: Multi-sided Ethnography and Feminist 
Migration Research” in Feminism and Migration: Cross-Cultural Engagements 
	Stephanie Nawyn, “Gender and Migration: Integrating Feminist Theory into Migration Studies”
	Dumitru, “From ‘Brain Drain’ to ‘Care Drain’: Women’s Labor Migration and Methodological 
Sexism”
Dancygier, “Another Progressive’s Dilemma: Immigration, the Radical Right, and Threats to 
Gender Equality”
	Musacchio, “Migration, Prostitution and Trafficking in Women: An Overview”
Week 11: October 23 – 27 ~ Territorial Rights and the Right of Exclusion
David Miller, “Territorial Rights”
A. John Simmons, “On the Territorial Rights of States”
Wellman and Cole, “In Defense of the Right to Exclude”
	Abizadeh, “Democratic Theory and Border Coercion: No Right to Unilaterally Control Your 
Own Borders” 
Week 12: October 30 – November 3 ~ The Rights of Migrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers
	Schacknove, “Who Is a Refugee?”
	Kukathas, “Are Refugees Special?”
	Owen, “In Loco Civitatis: On the Normative Basis of the Institution of Refugeehood and 
Responsibilities for Refugees”
	Dummett, “The Duty of a State to Refugees,” from On Immigration and Refugees
Week 13: November 6 – 10 ~ The Right to Stay
Carens, “The Case for Amnesty: Time erodes the state’s right to deport” 
Caldwell, “Resistance and Reform” from Deported Americans
Ragini Shah, “Laying the Legal Foundation for a Right to Stay in Deported Americans”
	Berman, “The Conservative Case Against Enforcing Immigration Law” 
Week 14: November 13 – 17 ~ Closing Borders
	Miller, “Selecting Immigrants,”
	Miller, “Why Immigration Controls are not Coercive: A Reply to Arash Abizadeh,”
	Sarah Song, “Does Justice Require Open Borders?” & “Is There a Right to Free Movement across 
Borders?” from Immigration and Democracy
Week 15: November 20 – 24 ~ Opening Borders
	Joseph Carens, “Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open Borders”
Brako Milanovic, “Global Inequality: From Class to Location, from Proletarians to Migrants”
Douglas Massey, “The Political Economy of Migration in an Era of Globalization”
Kukathas, “The Case for Open Immigration,” in Contemporary Debates in Applied Ethics
Final draft paper 2

