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Office hours by appointment
Course Description: 
The final and fundamental part of earning the MAPSIR degree is graduate thesis, which is intended to represent a synthesis of learning outcomes in the MAPSIR program and demonstrate competence in political science approaches, proficiency in designing research using appropriate methods and addressing important local, national and global problems, and the abilities to write high quality, article-length manuscripts of publishable quality and to make an effective oral presentation of research findings in English. Towards this goal, you will meet with members of your committee weekly to discuss thesis tasks and to revise written work. You should also visit the Writing center regularly.
In the semester before the student’s final semester in the program, he or she will be required to identify a Thesis Committee, which must be approved by the MAPSIR Program Director. The committee consists of a thesis adviser and two additional scholars. Of the three members of the thesis committee, the thesis adviser and at least one other Committee member must be on the Political Science and International Relations program faculty, and the third must be an external committee member from outside NU. The thesis is written under the direction of the thesis adviser, and must be approved by all members of the thesis committee. The length of the thesis will vary depending on the topic and methodological approach of the student, but should generally aim for around 20,000 words.

In addition to the program deadlines outlined in this syllabus, you will work with your adviser to submit portions of the thesis as outlined in your thesis work plan, submitted for PLS 597, which you should amend and update as needed. Your thesis adviser will also set additional deadlines for interim and draft submissions. Thesis proposals (due September 15), rough drafts (due March 1) and final theses (due April 15) will be reviewed by your thesis committee and the external reviewer. 

For those who anticipate working with human subjects, a research proposal must be submitted to the Institutional Research Ethics Committee know by its acronym IREC by September 10 or sooner. Please remember you are not allowed to start collecting data (even preliminary data) from human subjects (i.e. interviews, survey data, etc.) until you have received IREC approval. Both you and your main thesis supervisor should also provide a certificate of completion of a CITI training together with your IREC proposal.  
Learning and Teaching Methods: 
· Weekly meetings: Each week your thesis adviser or another thesis committee member will review your progress towards producing the MA thesis. Meetings will occur at a time and place agreed on by all parties. 
· Written assignments: Your adviser will give you weekly deadlines towards the completion of your thesis, in addition to the program deadlines outlined in this syllabus. You will work with your adviser, taking feedback and incorporating it into revised work. You are also encouraged to be in regular consultation with the Writing Center. 
· Proposal and presentation: Once you have completed the written proposal in September 2023, you will present it to members of the NU community. If your NU-based committee requires revisions, these must be completed before the proposal is sent to your external committee member. 
· Defense: You will present your thesis findings at the end of spring semester in a defense that will be open to the public. You will need to explain your research questions and hypotheses, methodology, major findings and their theoretical relevance, and any major adaptations you made during the research and writing process.
· Grading: Your final grade will reflect the quality of your end product (thesis). Keep in mind, however, that your adherence to deadlines, responsiveness to advisers’ feedback, work ethic, and attitude will be reflected in your advisers’ willingness to write letters of recommendation for you in the future (and the content of those letters!).
Learning Outcomes: 
Students will:
· Learn to plan their time effectively and develop self-discipline and motivation in their research.

· Acquire a deep knowledge of the discipline-specific theoretical literature relevant for their research.
· Receive and incorporate feedback on their MA thesis proposal from instructors and peers through discussion and commentary

· Learn how to draft, revise and develop a coherent and well thought out MA thesis.

The thesis will further demonstrate students’ mastery of the following MAPSIR program objectives and NU Graduate Attributes (indicated in parentheses and found here: https://nu.edu.kz/prospective-students/graduate-attributes): 
· Students will be able to generate hypotheses and design research to test them (1,2,4,7)
· Students will be able to assess quantitative and qualitative measurement in terms of reliability and validity (1,2)
· Students will be able to present research ideas and findings in a coherent and organized manner (1,2,4,5,6,7,8)
· Students will demonstrate their synthesis of a body of literature by producing a coherent literature review (1,2,3,5)
· Students will be able to make their own evidenced-based arguments (1,2,4,5,6,7)
· Students will become proficient analysts of real politics in oral and written formats (1,2,3,4,5)
· Students will learn how to gather original data ethically (2,3,4,6,7)

Thesis requirements:
Your final thesis should be approximately 20,000 words. Theses that fall short of this target could be in jeopardy of failing. Your thesis should be logically arranged in chapters, the organization of which logically provide evidence for your main argument. While there is no standard chapter outline required, all theses should contain the following sections:

· Introduction. Your introduction chapter should give a preview of your thesis. It should summarize all of the main parts of the thesis, introduce your research question/argument/hypotheses and provide a chapter outline. 

· Research question/argument and chapter outline. The discussion of your research question, how it relates theoretically to the literature, and how you will demonstrate evidence for it, should be given a good deal of attention. Simply explaining your research question, argument, and how these will be discussed in each chapter of your thesis should take NO LESS than 3 pages, and would be better covered in 5-6 pages. This explanation of your thesis organization (chapter outline) should be located in chapter one. In each subsequent chapter, you should review how that particular chapter fits into your thesis (what role it plays in elaborating your argument), what evidence will be presented, etc. The introduction and conclusion of each chapter, thus, will be an expanded version of your chapter outline in chapter one. 

· Chapter introductions/conclusions should be included in each chapter. They should detail how the chapter will be organized and how each section of the chapter is essential for your argument. It is absolutely essential that these chapter introductions and conclusions are consistent with the introduction and conclusion chapters of the thesis, though they should not be a copy-paste. You should consistently use key terminology and ideas, but you should be able to state your argument and its subcomponents in a variety of ways so that it reminds readers of the core of your thesis without being pedantically repetitive. 
· This is a point that separates excellent theses from mediocre theses that nobody will want to read and that you will not likely be proud of in the future. Writing the chapter introductions and conclusions are real work, and should not be an afterthought. Properly done, this work will transform your thesis from discrete sections to a cohesive whole. It is your job to demonstrate how these sections are connected. It is rarely obvious to readers how discrete sections of a thesis are connected, and it is up to you to provide an explanation for (not merely a statement of) how each element fits with the next. 
· Literature review. The literature review may be one single section, or it may be spread among your chapters. Your adviser will help you decide what is most effective for presenting the literature. In all cases, the literature is used to frame the theoretical importance of the thesis. It should present a) an overview of what has been written on the topic, b) major schools of thought or competing explanations (rival hypotheses) on the relationship between major concepts and variables you are analyzing, c) identify gaps in the literature [gaps should not be purely empirical, i.e. the literature has not addressed the case of Kazakhstan, Eurasia, etc. but should also be theoretical, i.e. nationalism studies tends to follow a civic-ethnic framework and relegate non-democracies to the ethnic category, leaving no theoretical space for civic models like multiculturalism in authoritarian contexts.], and d) a detailed (3-5 pages) explanation linking the literature review to your research question/argument/hypotheses. 
· Research design and Methodology. In this section, you will discuss your approach to data and data analysis. You will discuss your data, how it was collected, your role in the process (and your impact as a researcher on the data collection process, as applicable), and how the data was analyzed. You should discuss how your variables are operationalized and measured, and how this relates to the data you have gathered. You should describe obstacles you encountered and how working through these problems helped you to refine your project. You should discuss the potential limitations of your approach, as well as the advantages of your thesis over other approaches. Different methodological approaches will require different explanations and content in this section, and you should work closely with your adviser to determine what is appropriate for your project. 
· Major findings. This is the main contribution of the thesis. Findings should be presented in a way that demonstrates clear, systematic analysis, befitting a social science approach. You must also demonstrate theoretical relevance, explaining why the findings matter and how generalizable they are. 
· Conclusion. This is an essential part of the thesis and should provide a summary of how the thesis was organized, its main conclusions, and how the evidence supports those conclusions. It should be consistent with the argument as elaborated in the introduction and throughout the thesis. The conclusion should also be used as an opportunity to identify some of the aspects of the issue that have been left out but are worth considering in future research. 
All citations and references must follow APSA format (which is essentially the author-date format of the Chicago Manual of Style), using in-text citations and full references in a bibliography at the end of the thesis. Find the APSA handbook here and the Chicago Manual of Style here. You are strongly encourage to use a referencing software which will make your life a lot easier. Zotero is a very good tool powered by Mozilla, can be integrated to your browser and is accessible for free. EndNote is another convenient one but must be purchased.
Your final thesis MUST be formatted according to the SSH Thesis Guidelines for Deposit and Approval found at the end of this syllabus. It is your responsibility to adhere to these formatting guidelines, and failure to do so could result in a delay of graduation and receipt of diploma. 
Deadlines 2023-2024
	Deadlines 2023
	

	Submission of thesis proposal
	Monday September 18

	Defense of thesis proposal
	TBD. Between 18 - 25 September

	Submission of a first chapter
	Monday November 27

	
	

	Deadlines 2024
	

	Submission of a second chapter
	Monday January 29

	Submission of a first draft
	Monday March 4

	Submission of final thesis for evaluation
	Monday April 16

	Defense
	Before May 5

	Final submission to the Repository
	Before May 10


Deadlines: 

1) A thesis proposal of 3,500-5,000 words, based on your draft submitted for PLS 597, is due September 18 and will be presented during the week of September 18-25. This should provide a detailed explanation of your proposed research questions and hypotheses, explaining the methodologies and theories you intend to apply to your chosen study, and situating it within the relevant scholarship. It should include a detailed plan of research and related work you intend to undertake, including data collection plans, field research details, and ethical considerations. It should conclude with a draft chapter outline and section breakdown of your proposed MA thesis. This assignment will receive written feedback, and you will also be expected to present and defend it in an oral examination.
2) Your first substantive chapter (you can decide with your adviser on the content of the chapter) should be submitted by November 27. 

3) Your second substantive chapter (again, you can decide with your adviser on the content) should be submitted by January 28.

4) A Full draft of your thesis is due March 4. It will be reviewed by your full committee, including the external member. Submitting the draft late seriously jeopardizes your chance of graduating in the June graduation. 
5) The Final thesis, due April 16 is a full and completely revised version of the thesis that reflects serious attention to all of the comments received from your thesis committee. No student that submits their thesis later than April 16 will participate in the June graduation! This final product of your work will be reviewed by your full committee, including the external member. ONLY once the thesis has been approved by your committee, will a defense be scheduled. No defense will be scheduled for a thesis that needs substantial revision. 
6) Defense of your thesis will be scheduled once your written work has been approved by your committee, on or before May 5. Your defense will be open to the public. It will consist of a presentation of your findings (20 minutes), a question-answer session (20 minutes), a formal deliberation by your thesis committee, and a decision by the committee (the results of the deliberation and decision may be reported later, depending on the schedule of defense presentations).  Any changes required by the thesis committee should be minor, and must be submitted within 3 days of the defense. 
7) Submission to the library. A fully-corrected and formatted copy of your thesis must be submitted to the library by May 10, complete with a thesis approval page signed by your principle adviser. Principle advisers will not sign the thesis approval page until agreement among your committee has been reached and the thesis is properly formatted according to the SSH Thesis Guidelines for Deposit and Approval found at the end of this syllabus. You are responsible for submitting your fully corrected and complete thesis to the library. Failure to do so will result in you missing the June graduation. 
Suggested readings: 

BUI, Yvonne: How to write a Master’s Thesis (Los Angeles: SAGE Publications, 2014) – 7 copies in the library

ECO, Umberto: How to write a thesis (Boston: MIT Press, 2015) – 10 copies in the library

MURRAY, Rowena: How to write a Thesis (Milton Keynes: Open University Press, 2010) – 8 copies in the library

Trimble, John. (2000) Writing with Style: Conversations on the Art of Writing. Second Edition (Austin: The University of Texas, 2000) - PDF version is available

Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. 8-th edition. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press) – 5 copies in the library

WESTON, Anthony. A Rulebook for Arguments. (Hackett Publishing Company, 2009) - 10 copies in the library.

WISKER, Gina: The Postgraduate Research Handbook (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008) – 5 copies in the library
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Appendix I – Grading criteria

Grades have the following meaning and correspond to the following degrees of achievement.

	Grade
	Meaning
	Requirements

	A 
(95-100)

A- 
(90-94)
	very good
	Complete and in-depth factual knowledge. Assurance in handling topics transversally (in time and space) and in making comparisons at a sophisticated level. Argumentation is complex, solidly structured, fully convincing. References are complete and properly handled, and statements from sources (either primary or secondary) are always questioned in relation to their context. Skillful use of subordinate sentences. Rich discipline-related lexical choices. 

	B+ 
(85-89)

B   
(80-84)

B-  
(75-79)
	good
	Complete factual knowledge. Ability to make comparisons between documents and to highlight links across time and space. Argumentation is solid and consistent, but not compelling. Phrasing is always correct, but not necessarily complex. References are almost always complete and adequately handled. Lexical choices are appropriate.

	C+ 
(70-74)

C   
(65-69)

C-  
(60-64)
	acceptable
	Adequate factual knowledge. Ability to make essential comparisons and to build up connections between different sources or topics. Argumentation is understandable, but not always adequately supported. Occasional incorrect or convoluted phrasing, which does not however affect the comprehension of the main argument. Prevalence of paratactic expressions.

	D+ 
(55-59)


	insufficient
	Inadequate factual knowledge. Comparisons and links are superficial. Argumentation is not transparent for the external reader and statements lack adequate factual support. References are incorrect or incomplete. Phrasing is often convoluted and lexical choices are often inappropriate.

	F (0-54)
	poor
	Fail to submit the paper or carry out the assignment in time. The paper is either too long or too short. Plagiarism of sources, missing references, cheating. Manifestly inadequate factual knowledge. Lack of internal coherency, severe inconsistencies in the argumentation. Poor phrasing, convoluted and incomprehensible sentences.


Appendix II – Student Misconduct

Academic and personal misconduct by any student in this course will be dealt with according to the requirements and procedures in the Student Code of Conduct for Nazarbayev University. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a fail note Students should be familiar with the university’s official statement on plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is intentionally or carelessly presenting the work of another as one’s own. It includes submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which has wholly or in part been created by another person. It also includes the presentation of the work, ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgement of sources. Plagiarism occurs when a person:

1. Directly copies one or more sentences of another person’s written work without proper citation. If another writer’s words are used, you must place quotation marks around the quoted material and include a footnote or other indication of the source of the quotation. This includes cut and paste from the internet or other electronic sources;

2. Changes words but copies the sentence structure of a source without giving credit to the original source, or closely paraphrases one or more paragraphs without acknowledgement of the source of the ideas, or uses graphs, figures, drawings, charts or other visual/audio materials without acknowledging the source or the permission of the author;

3. Submits false or altered information in any academic exercise. This may include making up data for an experiment, altering data, citing nonexistent articles, contriving sources, etc.; 
4. Turns in all or part of assignment done by another student and claims it as their own;

5. Uses a paper writing service, has another student write a paper, or uses a foreign language translation and submits it as their own original work. 

(Nazarbayev University, Student Code of Conduct)


Appendix III
Thesis Guidelines for Deposit and Approval
(adapted from School of Sciences and Humanities (SSH) version of record)
These guidelines should help you prepare your thesis, so that it will constitute a permanent document of quality appropriate for a major graduate institution.
SHSS requires that our students’ theses be deposited at the NU library and Institutional Depository in electronic format as well as with your department. Your thesis should conform to the standards outlined in this document. It must be approved by the thesis committee, fully corrected, and complete. 
Once your thesis is deposited in the library and NU’s Institutional Depository, you are not allowed to make changes to the final version. Careful review of the final version before you submit it to the library can prevent delays, and avoid the difficulties of correcting errors discovered later. Please submit the thesis to the library for deposit ONLY once it has received final approval and the thesis approval sheet has been signed.
You are responsible for knowing the appropriate deadlines for degree completion. Deadlines are published in the graduate handbook or thesis syllabus for your program.
Depositing your Thesis at the NU Library
· NU repository has issued special guidelines on depositing your thesis

http://nu.kz.libguides.com/nur/home


· Make sure you have included the Thesis Approval Form (see below) when depositing your thesis 

Format Requirements
All format requirements should meet style requirements outlined in the APSA format guide and Chicago Manual of Style available online at: http://www.apsanet.org/files/Publications/APSAStyleManual2006.pdf and http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html (required for MAPSIR students)
Abstract
Include an abstract of your thesis of at most 500 words, and number these pages as part of the preliminary material.
Appendices
Unusual or supplementary materials, such as questionnaires, large data sets, or copies of photographs, may be put into appendices. The appendices must be consecutively paginated with the text. The paper quality and margins of the appendices must conform to the standards for the rest of the thesis.
Bibliography and Referencing
The bibliography and references should conform to your major department’s style requirements (APSA/Chicago) and be internally consistent. The bibliography should be single spaced with a line space between each entry. 
Chapter titles and subheadings
Chapter titles and subtitled should be left-justified and bold, non-italic, with a period after the chapter number (Chapter 1. Title). Subheadings of the first level should be bold, non-italic and left-justified, of the second level, non-bold, italic and left-justified.
Electronic copy
The final electronic version of your thesis should be in pdf format, and identical to the hard copy (if required).
Equations, Superscripts, and Subscripts
Superscripts and subscripts may be smaller than the text. Separate equations with double spacing or enough space to identify each equation clearly.
Font

The text of theses must be in Times New Roman font, black, in 12 point type.
Footnotes and Endnotes
Footnotes and endnotes should be single-spaced and size 10 font. If your thesis has chapters, the footnotes for each chapter are usually numbered consecutively. Follow the preferences of your major department when deciding the location of footnotes or endnotes: at the bottom of the page, grouped at the ends of chapters, or grouped at the end of the thesis.
Foreign Language Use
The main text of the thesis must be in English. You may include quotations in languages other than English in your thesis. However, these should be translated. 
Front matter

Prior to the start of the main text, the thesis should include, in this order: thesis approval page, title page, dedication, abstract, table of contents, acknowledgments. 

Graphics
Computer-generated figures and graphs must meet the same standards as the rest of the thesis. Labels on photographs, charts, and other figures must be clear. Headings, keys, and all other identifying information should be of the same quality of type as the text. Ensure that graphics, tables, or figures are as large and clear as possible.
Indenting

The first line of text in each paragraph should be indented 1.25 cm.
Margins
Page margins should be at least 2.5 cm from all sides.
Page headers
Do not use page headers or decorative borders.
Page numbering
All pages must be numbered with the exception of the title page and adviser approval page.
Page numbers should be located in the upper right-hand corner of the page with at least 1 inch/2.5cm margins.
Preliminary pages (e.g. dedication page, abstract, table of contents, acknowledgments, etc.) that precede the main text are numbered with lower-case Roman numerals beginning with numeral i. 
The main text is numbered consecutively beginning with Arabic numeral 1.
Preparing a print copy

Hard copies are not required for the MAPSIR program at this time.

Reprints and Use of Copyrighted Material
You are responsible for appropriate use of copyrighted materials in your thesis.  Some material may be available for use without restriction while other material may require written permission from the rights holder.  Other material may be appropriately used without written permission under the “fair use” provisions of the copyright law. 
Fair Use: General information regarding how to determine if your use of copyrighted materials constitutes fair use can be found at http://media2.proquest.com/documents/copyright_dissthesis_ownership.pdf.  Reviewing and completing a fair use checklist may also assist you.   See the fair use checklist at https://copyright.columbia.edu/basics/fair-use/fair-use-checklist.html.  Additionally, your own professional or disciplinary societies may have fair use statements to help you negotiate disciplinary specialties.
Written Permission:  If written permission is required, you are responsible for obtaining such permission and maintaining records of the written permission to use the copyrighted material in your thesis.  You can usually get permission by sending a letter of request to the copyright holder. Normally, your letter will be returned with an approval stamp or signature. Some copyright holders require a specific form of acknowledgment.  A sample permission request letter can be found at http://www.upress.virginia.edu/information-for-authors/current-authors/sample-permission-request-and-release-letters/.  Note that obtaining written permission can be a lengthy process.  Plan ahead and budget ample time to obtain all required permissions.
Spacing

The body of the thesis should be double-spaced. Lengthy quotations should be single-spaced with a line-space before and after the quote. Footnotes and endnotes should be single-spaced. Bibliographies should be single spaced with a line space between each entry.
Table of contents

The thesis must include a table of contents in the front matter, detailing page numbers for chapters, subchapters if desired, and all tables and figures. 

Tables, figures, and diagrams

Tables, figures, and diagrams may be used in either the text or appendices. Tables, figures, and diagrams should be labelled with a number (i.e. Table 1) and title (Table 1. Title), bold and left-justified. Tables should include named rows and columns. Diagrams should not be divided between two pages. Include a line-space before and after each table, figure, or diagram.
Title Page
Please follow the format of this sample page in appendix B. The title page should appear in the front matter.
Turnitin
Nazarbayev University has a policy that all theses submitted must also be checked using turnitin.  Your final version of the thesis will need to be submitted to turnitin (through your principal adviser), who will certify (via signature on the approval form) that your thesis meets this requirement.
Appendix A Sample Thesis Approval Form

Use the below form on a single one-sided piece of paper for the thesis approval form. Print and have your adviser sign the form before you bring it to the library for deposit. Replace text in brackets before printing.

THE TITLE MUST BE WRITTEN IN ENGLISH, KAZAKH, AND RUSSIAN.
	THESIS APPROVAL FORM
NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 
[THESIS TITLE] 
BY
[Student Name]
NU Student Number: [NU STUDENT ID NUMBER]
APPROVED
BY
[PRINCIPAL ADVISER NAME and TITLE]
ON
The [] day of [], 20[]
_______________________________________
Signature of Principal Thesis Adviser

In Agreement with Thesis Advisery Committee

Second Adviser: Name and Title

External Reader: Name and Title



Appendix B: Sample Title Page
THE TITLE MUST BE WRITTEN IN ENGLISH, KAZAKH, AND RUSSIAN.
	THE DEVELOPMENT OF MA PROGRAMS AT NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY: 
A LONGITUDINAL STUDY
by
Iam A. Student
A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of 
Master of Arts in
(Eurasian Studies/PSIR/Economics)
at 
NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY - 
SCHOOL OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES
2018



Do not copy out paragraphs or even sentences from books, articles or, worse, dubious web sites without indicating that you are quoting and providing appropriate acknowledgement: this kind of plagiarism is easy to spot, and will neither add to your knowledge nor improve your writing skills. Be proud enough to write essays yourself!
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