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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Get ready for an exciting adventure into the world of comparative politics! In this course, we will utilise O'Neill's Essentials of Comparative Politics along with other readings to explore a mix of theoretical concepts and real-world case studies in comparative politics.
We will start by diving into the basics of the comparative method and studying the most fundamental CP concepts, such as state and nation. From there, we will explore the political outcomes most studied in comparative politics, such as democracy and non-democracy and the occurrence of political violence in non-democracies. We will analyse regional cases like Armenia, Kazakhstan, Georgia, and Belarus, as well as investigate topics like democratisation, democratic institutions, parties, elections, and democratic backsliding. In the second half of the semester, we will delve into the fascinating field of political psychology, examining the role of elites, post-Soviet leadership, and the interplay between personality and politics. 
CLASS PHILOSOPHY
I believe that academic (and non-academic) relationships should be built on trust and mutual respect. Therefore, I always treat my students as adults with their own agenda and preferences. If you choose not to complete readings or assignments, I respect that choice, while you accept that you are accountable for the consequences.
At the same time, I will try my best to be there for you if you need a personal chat or experience troubles. 
You are welcome to address me by my first name, and I really do not care about titles. When reaching out via email, feel free to skip the formalities. I appreciate concise, clear messages that get straight to the point.
Finally and most importantly, I want you to study but also to remember that studying is not an entire life. I want you to enjoy the learning process rather than getting bogged down in lengthy, challenging texts. I also want you to go out with friends, date, read books and comics, watch movies, meet exciting people, and discover who you are. Learn what makes you happy.
CLASS ORGANISATION
Monday is a lecture day. This is when I talk and you enjoy your coffee.
Wednesday and Friday are seminar days. This is when you talk and I enjoy my coffee. The expectation is that you skimmed your readings, lecture slides, and are intellectually and emotionally ready to participate in class discussions and activities.
Weeks 3, 6, 9, 12, and 14 are Friday quiz days. All quizzes are taken in class.
Attendance
According to the NU policy, attendance is compulsory and more than two missed classes can result in your removal from the class. I do trust my students to record their own attendance in the beginning of each class using Moodle. If you are absent and excused just pick “E” option.
ChatGPT and other AI tools
I love ChatGPT, use ChatGPT, and encourage my students to use ChatGPT to improve their performance. Obviously, you should not use ChatGPT and other AI tools during your quizzes. If I have suspicion, we will have a brief chat to assess the level of comprehension of your own answers. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Key objectives that we will achieve by the end of the course:
a) Understanding of the comparative cross-case method, its strengths and weaknesses, and the research questions that Comparative Politics can and cannot answer and why not. You will also learn the logic of inquiry behind case study research design, which will equip you to conduct a case-based research in the future.
b) Learning about political outcomes frequently studied in comparative politics, such as democracy/non-democracy, occurrence/absence of political violence and repression, the role of political institutions, and pitfalls of democratic backsliding. We will also cover topics relevant to comparative political psychology, elite behaviour, and personality's role in politics.
c) Gaining insight into the most commonly used CP theories, how to test them, and what constitutes a credible evidence in comparative politics.
Learning Outcomes’ connection to NU Graduate Attributes:
1. Possess an in-depth understanding of their domain of study: a, b, c
2. Be intellectually agile, curious, creative, and open-minded: a, b, c
3. Be thoughtful decision-makers who can involve others: a, c
4. Be fluent and nuanced communicators across languages and cultures: a, c
5. Be cultured and tolerant citizens of the world: a, b, c
6. Demonstrate high personal integrity: a
7. Be prepared to take a leading role in the development of their country: a, b, c
CLASS POLICIES
My Class Policy: Relax and Be Happy
My Intro to Comparative Politics course does not imitate a Navy BUD/Seal training program designed to test your character and commitment. I do not expect you to be 100% prepared for each class and be on top of your game all the time. I do expect you to fell comfortable in the class, express your opinions, ask questions, and generally develop a curiosity that is the main motivation for joining academia and doing research. It is feasible only if all of us have respect for each other. Dicussions or provocative questions are fine and welcomed. Getting personal, or intimidating anyone in the class, is not. Feel free to say anything derogatory about Nazarbayev, Tokayev, or Putin (since they are public actors), but not your classmates.
University-wide Policy: Zero Plagiarism
I expect zero plagiarism and cheating in this class (it is your responsibility to know and abide by the Student Code of Conduct for Nazarbayev University). Everyone should use references and in-text citations where appropriate (everywhere).
According to the NU policy, a missing class without a valid medical excuse results in an ‘F’ grade. Students must submit a good medical note to SHSS within three business days of missing any class.
ASSESSMENT
Quizzes
The primary mode of assessment for this course is open-ended quizzes. There will be five quizzes altogether. There will be one open-ended question for each quiz that describes a hypothetical situation, followed by one to two questions that you will need to answer. Each quiz is based on the lectures and readings.
The quizzes are closed-book and should be uploaded to Moodle.
Quiz #1 – 15%
Quiz #2 – 25%
Quiz #3 – 25%
Quiz #4 – 20%
Quiz #5 – 15%
Grading Rubric
15-13/25-22/20-18 points – a well-developed critical answer with the use of proper terms, concepts, and examples in support of the arguments.
12-10/21-18/17-15 points – a substantial answer, might be incomplete, lack examples, coherency, or proper terminology.
9-7/17-14/14-12 points – a satisfactory answer to some questions is provided; however, it needs to be either more accurate or lacks overall coherency.
7-0/13-0/11-0 points – a feeble understanding of the material.
GRADING
A: 95-100
A-: 90-94
B+: 85-89
B: 80-84
B-: 75-79
C+: 70-74
C: 65-69
C-: 60-64
D: 55-59
D-: 50-54
F: 0-49
COURSE SCHEDULE
STARTING WITH THE BASICS
Week 1 (August 14) Introduction: Comparative Method
· Chapter 1, pp. 6-18
· Almond, Gabriel A., and Stephen J. Genco. "Clouds, clocks, and the study of politics." World Politics 29, no. 4 (1977): 489-522.
· Wendt, A. (2015). Quantum mind and social science. Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-39.
Week 2 (August 21) State
· Chapter 2
· Heathershaw, John. "Tajikistan amidst globalization: state failure or state transformation?." Central Asian Survey 30, no. 1 (2011): 147-168.
Week 3 (August 28) Nation/Society
· Chapter 3
· Fearon, James D., and David D. Laitin. "Violence and the social construction of ethnic identity." International Organization 54, no. 4 (2000): 845-877.
QUIZ #1
DEMOCRACY/NON-DEMOCRACY
Week 4 (September 4) Democracy: Democratisation
· Chapter 6, pp. 170-182
· Haggard, Stephen and Robert Kaufman. Dictators and democrats: Elites, masses, and regime change. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2016. Introduction.
Week 5 (September 11) Cases: Armenia vs Kazakhstan
Armenia
· Grigoryan, Armen. "Armenia’s path to democratization by recursive mass protests." Caucasus Survey 7, no. 2 (2019): 157-175.
· Pisareva, Dinara. “Investigating democratic theory in Armenia.” Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization (2023).
Kazakhstan
· Kudaibergenova, Diana T., and Marlene Laruelle. "Making sense of the January 2022 protests in Kazakhstan: failing legitimacy, a culture of protests, and elite readjustments." Post-Soviet Affairs 38, no. 6 (2022): 441-459.
· Ibadildin, Nygmet, and Dinara Pisareva. "Central Asia in Transition: Social Contract Transformation in Nazarbayev and Post-Nazarbayev Kazakhstan." Transformation and Development: Studies in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Member States (2020): 101-116.
Week 6 (September 18) Democracy: Does System Matter
· Chapter 6, pp. 182-208
· Cheibub, José Antonio. Presidentialism, parliamentarism, and democracy. Cambridge University Press, 2007.
· Cheibub, José Antonio, Zachary Elkins, and Tom Ginsburg. "Beyond presidentialism and parliamentarism." British Journal of Political Science 44, no. 3 (2014): 515-544.
QUIZ #2
Week 7 (September 25) Non-Democracies
· Chapter 8
· Fong, Brian. "In-between liberal authoritarianism and electoral authoritarianism: Hong Kong’s democratization under Chinese sovereignty, 1997–2016." Democratization 24, no. 4 (2017): 724-750.
BREAK
Week 8 (October 9) State Repression: Why & Which Factors
· Hill, Daniel W., and Zachary M. Jones. "An empirical evaluation of explanations for state repression." American Political Science Review 108, no. 3 (2014): 661-687.
· Carey, Sabine C. "The use of repression as a response to domestic dissent." Political Studies 58, no. 1 (2010): 167-186.
· Scharpf, Adam. "Ideology and state terror: How officer beliefs shaped repression during Argentina’s ‘Dirty War’." Journal of Peace Research 55, no. 2 (2018): 206-221.
Week 9 (October 16) State Repression Cases: Georgia vs Belarus
Georgia
· Pisareva, Dinara. “Autocrats and peaceful resignation.” Pre-print.
Belarus
· Mudrov, Sergei A. "Doomed to fail? Why success was almost not an option in the 2020 protests in Belarus." Journal of Contemporary Central and Eastern Europe 29, no. 1 (2021): 109-120.
QUIZ #3
Week 10 (October 23) Risks to Democracies: Backsliding
Guest lecture: Bermond Scoggins
· Skaaning, Svend-Erik. "Waves of autocratization and democratization: a critical note on conceptualization and measurement." Democratization 27, no. 8 (2020): 1533-1542.
· Little, Andrew, and Anne Meng. "Subjective and Objective Measurement of Democratic Backsliding." Available at SSRN 4327307 (2023).
POLITICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Week 11 (October 30) Elites, Decision-Making, & Leadership Types
· Hermann, Margaret G., et al. “Who leads matters: The effects of powerful individuals." International Studies Review 3.2 (2001): 83-131.
· Mintz, Alex. “How do leaders make decisions? A poliheuristic perspective." Journal of Conflict Resolution 48.1 (2004): 3-13.
Week 12 (November 6) Post-Soviet Leadership
· Busygina, Irina. "Are post-Soviet leaders doomed to be populist? A comparative analysis of Putin and Nazarbayev." European Politics and Society 20, no. 4 (2019): 502-518.
· Sperling, Valerie. "Putin’s macho personality cult." Communist and Post-Communist Studies 49, no. 1 (2016): 13-23.
· Zachara-Szymańska, Małgorzata. "The return of the hero-leader? Volodymyr Zelensky’s international image and the global response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine." Leadership (2023): 17427150231159824.
QUIZ #4
Week 13 (November 13) Personality and Politics: How Do We Study It?
· Gerber, Alan S, et al. “The Big Five personality traits in the political arena.” Annual Review of Political Science 14 (2011): 265287
· Blass, Thomas. "The Milgram paradigm after 35 years: Some things we now know about obedience to authority 1." Journal of Applied Social Psychology 29, no. 5 (1999): 955-978. 
· Greenstein, Fred I. Can personality and politics be studied systematically? Political Psychology 13.1 (1992): 105-128.
Week 14 (November 20) Personality and Politics: Overview of the Field
· Frye, Timothy, Brian D. Taylor, Will Pyle, Klaus Segbers, and Gulnaz Sharafutdinovae. "Roundtable on Gulnaz Sharafutdinova’s the red mirror: putin’s leadership and russia’s insecure identity." Post-Soviet Affairs 37, no. 4 (2021): 404-412.
· Fiske, Susan T., Lasana T. Harris, and Amy JC Cuddy. "Why ordinary people torture enemy prisoners." Science 306, no. 5701 (2004): 1482-1483.
· Crenshaw, Martha. "The psychology of terrorism: An agenda for the 21st century." Political Psychology 21, no. 2 (2000): 405-420.
QUIZ #5
